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Byron’s Correspondence with John Murray, 1: 1811-1816 [work in progress] 
Edited by Peter Cochran 

 

Update June 2012. I’m grateful to Paul Curtis for his contributions. 
 

My thanks to David McClay, Rachel Beattie, and their colleagues at the National Library of Scotland. 

I am also very grateful to John and Virginia Murray for permission to quote (where necessary) texts 

from Byron’s Letters and Journals, ed. Leslie A. Marchand (John Murray 1973-1994). This is referred 

to as BLJ. 

 

LJM: The Letters of John Murray to Lord Byron. Ed. Andrew Nicholson, Liverpool University Press, 

 2007. 

Peach: Annette Peach: Portraits of Byron (Walpole Society reprint) 2000. 

Smiles: Samuel Smiles. A Publisher and his Friends: Memoir and Correspondence of the late 

 John Murray with an Account of the Origin and Progress of the House, 1768-1843. 2 vols. 

 London John Murray 1891. 

 

 

    
 
  The Byronic Hero       The Byronic Publisher 

 
Most of the items in this section which are sent from London are not letters posted but notes delivered 

by hand. Whether Byron’s address is 4, Bennet Street, 2, The Albany, or 13, Piccadilly Terrace, he and 

Murray are within five minutes’ walk of one another. That most of the messages are so brief is tribute 

to the fact that their contents are the tip of an iceberg, the submerged part of which consisted of regular 

meetings and conversations. When Byron is out of town, his letters lengthen: and when in the two next 

sections he’s left the country, they lengthen a lot. 

 Byron never addresses his publisher as “Dear Murray” while he’s in England, and when he’s on 

the continent he doesn’t do so until 1822, when their relationship is starting to break up. On May 1st 

1814 he writes “Dear Murray” by mistake, but then deletes it and overlineates “Dear Sir” without 

bothering to start a fresh sheet. Murray meanwhile often employs the tone of Horatio (or, worse, 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern) addressing Hamlet (“My honoured Lord” – “Your poor servant ever”). 

One can see why Murray said of Byron, “I very often wished he would go away”. Very sad is the letter 

in which Murray asks Byron when his wedding is – the letter is written on January 2nd 1815. 

 Byron almost gives Murray a heart attack at least three times – when he gives the copyright of 

The Corsair to R.C.Dallas, with apparent freedom to negotiate with someone else for it (see Murray to 

Byron, December 30th 1813); when he orders Murray to withdraw The Giaour and The Bride of 

Abydos and destroy them (see Byron to Murray, April 29th 1814); and lastly when, having ripped up 

the cheques which Murray has given him as an advance for The Siege of Corinth, he demands that the 

money be given to the dreadful William Godwin (see Murray to Byron, late January 1816). 
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 While Byron is in London, Murray is to him not a friend but a professional functionary – it’s 

amusing to see how, as soon as he leaves town and thus the publisher’s vicinity, he becomes friendly 

and loquacious. How far Murray acts as his muse / critic is open to debate. In late 1813 it seems as if 

Byron has been asked for “some reflections” of an ethical nature to be put into the mouth of Selim in 

The Bride of Abydos, and similarly it appears (see Byron to Murray, June 27th 1814) that he improves 

the battle in Lara on a hint from Albemarle Street; but it’s not clear that either suggestion – neither of 

which is documented – comes from Murray himself, as opposed to one of his numerous Tory advisors. 

 It’s possible to deduce how Byron’s texts of this period got into print. For example, six typesetters 

are employed to convert the manuscript of The Siege of Corinth into a proof; Hodgson, Gifford, or 

anyone who’s around and whose skill at “pointing” Byron trusts, then punctuate the poem; Byron loses 

his temper over the result, makes amendments, has new ideas, asks for a revise, or an errata page: and 

the result goes public, only to meet as often as not with another furious authorial reaction (or, in the 

case of The Giaour, with whole new sections). Systematic it isn’t – and is backed by no editorial theory 

at all! How would a well-trained, well-grounded modern academic editor cope with the emergencies of 

Albemarle Street, 1813? 

 The possibility that Byron had a very low opinion of the poems he wrote for Murray while in 

London, and was as surprised by and ashamed of their success then as he was later, should be 

considered: see Byron to Murray, December 2nd 1813. 

 On January 2nd 1816, Byron returns, torn into pieces, three cheques totalling 1,500 guineas which 

Murray has given him for The Siege of Corinth, in part to extricate him from the financial chaos which 

has enveloped him since his first term at Cambridge. To the uncharitable, it looks as if the publisher is 

anxious to save one of his two principal milch-cows (the other being Mrs Rundell, authoress of the 

cookbook). However, when we gather that Murray has also offered to sell all Byron’s copyrights,
1
 and 

to buy much of his library so that he may have it back, we know that the timid, conservative, market-

conscious, unctuous, two-faced, happily-married John Murray has finally succumbed, as everyone did, 

to the charms of his “mercurial” author, recognised him for the self-destructive child that he is, and 

that, as everyone did and still do, he has fallen in love with him. 

 

1811 
 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, August 23rd 1811: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 1; BLJ II 78-9) 

Byron’s first known letter to Murray. He dislikes the idea of Gifford reading Childe Harold. 

 

Newstead Abbey. Notts. 

August 23
d
. 1811 

Sir, 

 A domestic calamity in the death of a near relation
2
 has hitherto prevented my addressing you on 

the subject of this letter. – My friend M
r
. Dallas has placed in your hands a manuscript poem written by 

me in Greece,
3
 which he tells <you> me you do not object to publishing. – But he also informed me in 

London that you wished to send the M.S. to M
r
. Gifford. – Now, though no one would feel more 

gratified by the chance of obtaining his observations on a work than myself there is in such a 

proceeding, a kind of petition for praise, that neither my pride 

 

1:2 

 

or – whatever you please to call it – will admit. – M
r
. G. is not only the first Satirist of the day, but 

Editor of one of the principal Reviews. – As such, he is the last man whose censure (however eager to 

avoid it) I would deprecate by clandestine means. – You will therefore retain the M.S. in your own 

care, or if it must needs be shown, send it to another. – Though not very patient of Censure, I would 

fain obtain fairly any little praise my rhymes might deserve, at all events not by extortion & the humble 

solicitations of a bandied about M.S. –  – I am sure a little consideration will convince you it would be 

wrong. – – If you determine on publication, I have some smaller poems 

 

1:3 

                                                 
1: Smiles I 137. I do not find this massive gesture of generosity otherwise documented. 

2: His mother, who died on August 1st 1811. 

3: CHP I and II. It is not clear whether Dallas has given Mu. B.’s own Ms, or his (Dallas’s) copy, from which he 

has already deleted some offensive material. 
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(never published) a few notes, & a short dissertation on the Literature of the modern Greeks (written at 

Athens) which will come in at the end of the volume. – – And if the present poem should succeed, it is 

my intention at some subsequent period to publish some selections from my first work; – my Satire,
4
 – 

another nearly the same length,
5
 & a few other things, with the M.S. now in your hands, in two 

volumes. – But of these hereafter. – You will apprise me of your determination. – I am, Sir, 

your very obed
t
. 

humble Serv
t
. 

Byron 

Mr. Murray 

 &
c
. &

c
. &

c
. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 32, Fleet Street, London, September 4th 1811: 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43494; LJM 3-4) 

Murray’s first known letter to Byron, answering the previous item. His tone, and his anxiety to 

ensure orthodox content and above all a good sale, will be characteristic. 

London Septr. 4. 1811 

Wednesday 

My Lord 

 An absence of some days passed in the country, has prevented me from writing earlier in answer to 

your obliging Letter – I have now, however, the pleasure of sending under a separate cover, the first 

proof sheet of your Lordships Poem – which is so good as to be entitled to all your care to render 

perfect</ionate> – besides its general merits, there are parts, which I am tempted to believe, far excel 

anything that your Lordship has hitherto published, and it were therefore grievous indeed, if you do not 

condescend to bestow upon it, all the improvement of which your Lordships mind is so capable;
6
 every 

correction already made is valuable, and this circumstance renders me more confident in soliciting for 

it your further attention – There are some expressions too concerning Spain & Portugal – which 

however just, and particularly so at the time they were conceived, yet, as they do not harmonize with 

the general feeling, they would so greatly interfere with the popularity which the Poem is, in other 

respects, so certainly calculated to excite, that, in compassion to your publisher, who does not presume 

to reason upon the subject, otherwise than as a mere matter of business, I hope your Lordships 

goodness will induce you to obviate them – and, with them, perhaps, some religious feelings which 

may deprive me of some customers amongst the Orthodox – could I flatter myself that these 

suggestions were not obtrusive I would hazard another, in an earnest solicitation that your Lordship 

would add the two more promissed Cantos, – and complete the Poem – – it were cruel indeed not to 

perfect a work which contains so much that is excellent – your Fame my Lord demands it – you are 

raising a Monument that will outlive your present feelings,
7
 and it should therefore be so constructed as 

to excite no other associations than those of respect and admiration for your Lordships Character and 

Genius. 

 I trust that you will pardon the warmth of this address, when I assure your Lordship that it arises, 

in the greatest degree, in a sincere regard for your lasting reputation, with, however, some view to that 

portion of it, which must attend the Publisher of so beautiful a Poem, as your Lordship is capable of 

rendering. 

“The Romaunt of Childe Harold.” 

 

 I have the honour to be, My Lord, 

 your Lordships 

 obedient and faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, September 5th 1811: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 24-7; QI 114; BLJ II 90-1) 

Byron answers the previous item, and refuses to change anything in Childe Harold. 

 

Newstead Abbey. Notts. 

                                                 
4: EBSR. 

5: HfH. It is Cawthorn who expects to publish B.’s two satires. 

6: Mu. means that some sections of CHP must be cut. 

7: Hor. Od. III xxx 1. 
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Septr. 5
th

. 1811 

Sir, 

 The time seems to be past when (as D
r
. Johnson said) a man was certain to “hear the truth from 

his Bookseller”,
8
 for you have paid me so many compliments, that, if I was not the veriest scribbler on 

Earth, I should feel affronted. – 

As I accept your compliments, it is but fair I should give equal or greater credit to your objections, the 

more so as I believe them to be well founded. – – – With regard 

 

1:2 

 

to the political & metaphysical parts, I am afraid I can alter nothing, but I have high authority for my 

Errors in that point, for even the Æneid was a political poem & written for a political purpose, and as to 

my unlucky opinions on Subjects of more importance, I am too sincere in them for recantation. – On 

Spanish affairs I have said what I saw, & every day confirms me in that notion of the result formed on 

the Spot, & I rather think honest John Bull is beginning to come round again<st> to that Sobriety 

which Massena’s retreat
9
 had begun to reel from it’s Centre, 

 

1:3 

 

the usual consequence of unusual success. – – So you perceive I cannot alter the Sentiments, but if 

there are any alterations in the structure of the versification you would wish to be made, I will tag 

rhymes, & turn Stanzas, as much as you please. – As for the “Orthodox,” let us hope they will buy on 

purpose to abuse, you will forgive the one if they will do the other. – 

You are aware that anything from my pen must expect no quarter on many accounts, & as the present 

publication is of a Nature very different from the former, we must not be sanguine. – You have given 

me no answer to my question, 

 

1:4 

 

tell me fairly did you show the M.S. to some of your Corps? – – 

I sent an introductory Stanza to M
r
. Dallas that it might be forwarded to you, the poem else will open 

too abruptly. The Stanzas had better be numbered in Roman characters; there is a disquisition on the 

Literature of the modern Greeks, & some smaller poems to come in at the Close. These are now at 

Newstead, but will be sent in time. – If M
r
. D has lost the Stanza & note annexed to it, write & I will 

send it myself. – You tell me to add 2 Cantos, but I am about to visit my Collieries in Lancashire on the 

15
th

. Inst. which is so unpoetical an employment that I need say no more. I am Sir your most obed
t
. 

humble Serv
t
. 

 B. 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, September 14th 1811: 

(Source: Newstead Abbey Collection NA 330 ALS; LJ II 37-8; BLJ II 98-9) 

Byron still seems nervous at the idea of Gifford reading Childe Harold. 

Newstead Abbey. Notts. 

Sept
r
. 14

th
. 1811 

Sir,  

 Since your former letter, M
r
. Dallas informs me that the M. S. has been submitted to the perusal 

of M
r
. Gifford, most contrary to my wishes as M

r
. D. could have explained, & as my own letter to you 

did in fact explain, with my motives for objecting to such a proceeding. – – – 

Some late domestic events,
10

 of which you are probably aware, prevented my letter from being sent 

before, indeed I hardly conceived you would have so hastily thrust my productions into the hands of a 

Stranger, who could be 

 

1:2 

 

as little pleased by receiving {them,} as their author is at their being offered in such a manner, & to 

such a Man. – – 

                                                 
8: Johnson reference untraced. 

9: Masséna’s retreat before Wellington signaled the end of French success in the Peninsular War. 

10: His mother’s death. 



 5

My address when I leave Newstead will be to “Rochdale, Lancashire,” but I have not yet fixed the day 

of departure, & I will apprise you when ready to set off. – – 

You have placed me in a very ridiculous situation, but it is past, & nothing more is to be said on the 

subject. – You hinted to me that you wished some alterations to be made, if they have nothing to do 

with politics or religion, I will make them with great readiness. – I am Sir 

y
r
. most obed

t
. humble Serv

t
. 

Byron 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, September 16th 1811: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 39; BLJ II 100) 

Byron expresses his incompetence at, and his indifference to, layout and typography: Dallas must 

take of such things. 

Newstead Abbey Sept
r
. 16

th
. 

1811 

Sir, – I return the proof, which I should wish to be shown to M
r
. Dallas, who understands typographical 

arrangements much better than I can pretend to do. – The Printer may place the notes in his own way, 

or any way, so that they are out of my way; I care nothing about types or margins. – – If you have any 

communication to make, I shall be here at least a week or ten days longer. I am Sir your most obed
t
 

very humble Serv
t
. B. 

[1:2 to 4 blank.] 

 

December 1811 – January 1812: fifth edition of English Bards and Scotch Reviewers published 

and suppressed. 

 

1812: On February 27th Byron delivers his first speech in the House of Lords, opposing the 

death-penalty for industrial sabotage by starving Nottinghamshire workers – the Frame 

Breakers Bill. He gives two more speeches, then ceases all parliamentary activity. Childe Harold’s 

Pilgrimage I & II is published on March 10th, and he is famous instantly. On March 25th he sees 

Annabella Milbanke for the first time. Has his brief – and most notorious – love affair, with Lady 

Caroline Lamb. Meets Lady Melbourne, who is to become his preceptress and confidante. He 

tries to sell Newstead Abbey on August 14th, but it fails to reach its reserve price at the auction, 

and for the next six years his finances remain insecure. He is commissioned by the Drury Lane 

Committee to write an Address for the opening of their new theatre. He also writes Waltz, which 

is published anonymously. At the end of the year, is deep into an affair with Elizabeth, Countess 

of Oxford. 

 

March 10th 1812: Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage I & II published. 

 

May 1812: The Curse of Minerva published. 

 

Byron to Murray, March 17th 1812: 

(Source: not yet found in NLS; LJM 6) 

A copy in Murray’s hand. Byron does not want payment for Childe Harold. 
 

Sir 

 I desire that you will settle my account for Childe Harold with Mr. R.C.Dallas to whom I have 

presented the Copy Right. 

y
r
 obed

t
 Serv

t
 

Byron 

To Mr John Murray 

Bookseller 

32 Fleet Street 

London – Mar 17 – 1812 

 

Byron to Murray, May 1812 (?): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ II 174) 

[Mr. Murray / 32 Fleet Street] 
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Sir – I am told that we are in the E. R
w
.
 11

 & as this is intelligence of some consequence to me & more 

to you, I should be glad to know if you can inform me of what tenor the criticism is supposed to be, & 

whether you have seen it or heard the report. – 

I am your well wisher 

 & obed
t
. Ser

t
. 

  Byron 

Monday Eve. 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, May 1812 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; BLJ II 174) 

 

D
r
. Sir – Can you send me the Brit Crit

12
 – I don’t mean for any review of us – but there is a Church 

article I want to see in it The Ed
in

 is very polite – – & I of course very grateful 

y
rs
. 

B. 

Byron to Murray, May 1812 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; BLJ II 175) 

 

Dr. Sir / – Could you send me a copy of y
e
 British Rev & send it here – it is or is to be sent? 

y
rs
. ever 

B 

Pray is the North B out? – if it is send it to me – if not when it appears you need not trouble yourself at 

any rate to answer. 

 

Byron to Murray, June 12th or 20th 1812: 

(Source: this text adapted from BLJ Supp. 22) 

June 12 1812 

Dr Sir – The enclosed are a corrected copy of some lines already sent (which first copy you had better 

burn) with directions where to insert them – 

ever yrs 

[swirl] 

September 1812: Byron starts work on The Giaour. 

 

Byron to Murray, from Cheltenham, September 5th 1812: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 139; BLJ II 190-1) 

High Street. Cheltenham 

Sept
r
. 5

th
. 1812 

Dear Sir, 

 Pray have the goodness to send these dispatches & a N
o
. of the E R with the rest. – I hope you 

have written to M
r
. Thompson,

13
 <&> thanked him in my name for his present & told him that I shall 

be truly happy to comply with his request. – How do you go on? & when is the graven image “with 

bays & wicked rhyme upon’t”
14

 to grace or disgrace some of our tardy editions. – Send me “Rokeby”
15

 

who the deuce is he? no matter – he has good connections, & will be well introduced. – I thank you for 

 

1:2 

 

your enquiries,
16

 I am so so – but my thermometer is sadly below the poetical point. What will you give 

me or mine for a poem of 6 Cantos (when complete no rhyme – no recompence) as like the last 2 as I 

can make them? – – I have some ideas which one day may be embodied & till winter I shall have much 

leisure. – Believe me 

y
rs
 very sincerely 

                                                 
11: The Edinburgh Review of CHP I and II (May 1812 XIX 466-77) was by Jeffrey. 

12: The British Critic of April 1812 (Vol. 39, 325-33) liked CHP. 
13: George Thompson, Scottish music publisher, collector of folksongs and commissioner of Haydn and 

Beethoven. 

14: Meyer’s engraving, after Sanders; Peach fig. 14. 

15: Scott’s poem Rokeby was published in 1813. Mu. must have some advance copies. 

16: The letter from Mu. which B. is answering has not been found. 
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Byron 

P.S. 

My last question is in the true style of GrubStreet, but like Jeremy Diddler I only “ask for 

information”
17

 Send me Adair on Diet & regimen
18

 just republished by Ridgway. 

 

[1: 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 32, Fleet Street, London, September 7th 1812: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; secretarial copy; Smiles I 215-6; LJM 8-9) 

Murray answers the previous item. 

London Sep
r
. 7

th
. 1812 

Monday 

 My Lord 

  I had the honour of receiving a letter from you this day, and by the Mail, I have sent, 

   2 Letters 

   2 Parcels 

   2 Reviews 

M
r
 Ridgway assures me that it is impossible to complete a Copy of the new Edition of Adair on Diet 

before tomorrow or the day following I have written to M
r
 Thomson in obedience to your Lordships 

wishes 

 The tardy Engraver promises the portrait
19

 in ten days, and I shall do myself the pleasure of sending 

a copy, for your Lordships remarks, before it is prefixed to the Poem; – the demand for which, 

proceeds with undiminished vigour – I have now sold, within, a few copies of Four Thousand, Five 

Hundred – and, in less than six months
20

 – a sale so unprecedented, except in one instance,
21

 that your 

Lordship should cease to reproach the public and the publisher with “tardy editions” – Your Lordship 

will readily believe that I am delighted to find you thinking upon a new Poem, for which I should be 

proud to give A Thousand Guineas, and I should ever gratefully remember the fame it would cast over 

my new establishment,
22

 upon which I enter at the close of the present month – 

 

1:2 

 

 Since I had the pleasure of seeing your Lordship I have had occasion to visit Lucien Bonaparte, to 

make arrangements for his Poem,
23

 which, with the translation will fill Two Volumes in Quarto, and 

which I am to publish immediately, if his brother will permit its circulation on the Continent – Lucien 

is commanding and interesting in his person and address – 

Walter Scott, has, I am informed my Lord, by his intimate friend M
r
 Heber, retained very closely the 

subject of his new Poem,
24

 which is perhaps not impolitic, – the name of Rokeby is that of his friend M
r
 

Morritt’s (who had the dispute with Briant about the Troad)
25

 estate in Yorkshire, to whom it is no 

doubt intended as a compliment. – The poem, a letter from the publisher this day, informs me, will not 

be published before Christmas – 

 

Indeed my Lord I hope that you will cut the tugging strings of care and allow your mind to soar into its 

congenial element of Poesy. 

 

   From a delirious Earth avert thine eyes 

   And dry thy fruitless tears, and seek fictitious Skies. 

       DIsraeli 

1:3 

 

                                                 
17: James Kenney, Raising the Wind (1803), I i. 

18: An Essay on Diet and Regimen, as Indispensable to the Recovery of Firm Health, by James Mackittrick Adair, 

published by James Ridgway, 1812. 

19: Meyer’s engraving, after Sanders; Peach fig. 14. 

20: Mu. printed 6,500 copies of CHP I and II in 1812. 

21: Andrew Nicholson (LJM 13) suggests this “may be” Mrs Rundell’s Domestic Cookery. 

22: 50, Albemarle Street, where Mu. had moved in September 1812. 

23: Charlemagne, ou l’église deliverée, poëme épique en vingt-quatre chants (published by Longman  in 1814). 

24: Rokeby (1813). 

25: See DJ IV, 76, 4. 



 8

Your Lordship will easily conceive my contempt for anything in the Anti Jacobin Review when I 

venture to send you their vituperative criticism without previous<l> notice – 

 I am ashamed to see how long I have trespassed upon your Lordships patience – 

   I am ever My Lord 

   your faithful humble Servant 

    John Murray
26

 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Cheltenham, September 14th 1812: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 143; BLJ II 196-7) 

[Cheltenham Sept
r
. fourteenth 1812. / M

r
. Murray / 32 Fleet Street / London / Byron] 

Byron answers the previous item. 

Cheltenham Sept
r
. 14

th
. 

1812 

Dear Sir, 

 The parcels contained some letters & verses all (but one) anonymous & complimentary and 

very anxious for my conversion from certain infidelities into which my goodnatured correspondents 

conceive me to have fallen. – The Books were presents of a convertible kind also, “Christian 

Knowledge”
27

 & the “Bioscope”
28

 a religious dial {of life explained} to the author of the former 

(Cadell publisher) I beg you will forward my best thanks for his letter, his present, & above all, his 

good intentions. – 

 

1:2 

 

The “Bioscope” contained an M.S.S. copy of very excellent verses, from whom I know not, but 

evidently the composition of some one in the habit of writing & of writing well, I do not know if he be 

y
e
. author of the “Bioscope” which accompanied them, <b> but whoever he is if you can discover him, 

thank him from me most heartily. – 

The other letters came from Ladies,
29

 who are welcome to convert me when they please, & if I can 

discover them & they be young as they say they are, I could convince them perhaps of my devotion. – 

 

1:3 

 

I had also a letter from M
r
. Walpole

30
 on matters of this world which I have answered. – 

So you are Lucien’s publisher, I am promised an interview with him, & think I shall ask you for a letter 

of introduction, as “the Gods have made him poetical”
31

 from whom could it come with a better grace 

than his publisher & mine? – Is it not somewhat treasonable in you to have to do with a relative of the 

“direful foe” as the Morning Post calls his brother? – But my book on “Diet & regimen” where is it? 

 

1:4 

 

I thirst for Scott’s Rokeby let me have y
e
. first <copy> begotten copy. – The Antijacobin Review is all 

very well, & not a bit worse than the Quarterly, & at least less harmless. – By the bye have you secured 

my books? I want all the Reviews, at least the Critiques, quarterly monthly &
c
. Portuguese & English 

extracted & bound up in one vol. for my old age; & pray send my Romaic books, & get the vols. lent to 

M
r
. Hobhouse? – he has had them now a long time. – If any thing occurs you will favour me with a 

line, & in winter we shall be nearer neighbours. 

y
rs
. very truly 

Byron 

2:1 

 

                                                 
26: Decorated underlining. 

27: Marchand (BLJ III 196) hazards Christian’s Survey of all the Primary Events and Periods of the World (1812). 

28: Granville Penn, The Bioscope, or Dial of Life Explained (1812). 

29: Some of the “fan letters”. 

30: The Rev. Robert Walpole (1781-1856). 

31: Shakespeare, As You Like It, III iii 13. 
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P.S. – I was applied to, to write y
e
. address for Drury Lane,

32
 but the moment I heard of the contest I 

gave up the idea of contending against all Grubstreet & threw a few thoughts on the subject into the 

fire. – I did this out of respect to you being sure you would have turned off any of your authors who 

had entered the lists with such scurvy competitors; to triumph would have been no glory, & to {have} 

been defeated – Sdeath – I would have choaked myself like Otway with a quartern loaf – so – 

remember I had & have nothing to do with it upon my Honour! – 

 

[2:2 has the address.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Cheltenham, September 22nd 1812: 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; not in BLJ; LJM 17) 

 

Dear Sir, 

 I send you a few things to be added to the Lyric part of our next Edition, (when we come to it) & 

perhaps I may have a few others which I will send accordingly. – 

 y
rs
. truly 

 B 

Sep
tr
 2

d
. 1812 – 

 

Byron to Murray, from Cheltenham, September 27th 1812: 

(Source: Ms. “presented to the Queen as a memento of her visit here”, March 1932; LJ II 155; this text 

from BLJ II 211-12) 

Cheltenham Septr. 27th. 1812 

Dear Sir, – I sent in no address whatever to the Committee, but out of nearly one hundred (this is 

confidential) none have been deemed worth acceptance, & in consequence of their subsequent 

application to me, I have written a prologue which has been received & will be spoken. – The MS. is 

now in the hands of Ld. Holland. – I write this merely to say that (however it is received by the 

audience) you will publish it in the next Edition of C[hilde] H[arol]d & I only beg you at present to 

keep my name secret till you hear further from me, & as soon as possible I wish you to have a correct 

copy to do with as you think proper 

I am yrs. very truly 

BYRON 

 

P.S. – I should wish a few copies printed off before that the Newspaper copies may be correct after the 

delivery. – 

 

Murray to Byron, from 32, Fleet Street, London, September 28th 1812 (??): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 14-15) 

Murray answers the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

 I feel much honoured by the confidential communication in the Letter which I had the pleasure of 

receiving this morning, and I trust that your Lordship will do me the favour to believe that I shall 

entertain it with discretion – I shall now go to the Theatre on its opening with a double anxiety, but 

with incalculable interest, and I hope that the faithful report which I propose to send of your Lordships 

reception by Dramatic Critics will be as grateful to you as the applause which you have already an- 

 

1:2 

 

-ticipated from the Public at large – indeed I shall thrill with delight at the favourable reception of the 

address – I will get it printed in an hour or two after I am favored with a Copy – 

 There will be many ironical Addresses published, <as the rejected ones> + – I was solicited to 

publish a collection written by two very respectable young men of the name (in confidence) of Smith 

who wrote “Horace in London” & made some tolerable translations from Horace in the Monthly Mirror 

& who had lately as I conceived sent two or three very neat translations that 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

+ I forgot to mention that One – is intended to be in imitation of your Lordships style – I did not see 

them 

                                                 
32: Address, Spoken at the Opening of the Drury Lane Theatre. 
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1:3 

 

appeared in the M. Chronicle – but I have been told since that these were by T.Moore  – 

 I inclose a communication from M
r
 G. Thomson of Edinburgh – 

 I am provoking the Engraver of your Lordships portrait
33

 to make every exertion – 

 I received your Lordships former Letter & the inclosure which will do no discredit to the new 

Edition of Childe Harold – which will be published as soon as we can add the Prologue – 

  I am ever 

   My Lord 

    your obedient & faithful Serv
t
 

      John Murray 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Cheltenham, October 12th 1812: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 170; BLJ II 224-5) 

Byron answers the previous item. The first example of his requiring a portrait to be destroyed. 

 

Cheltenham Oct
r
 12

th
. 1812 

Dear Sir, 

 I have a very strong objection to the engraving of the portrait & request that it may on no account 

be prefixed, but let {all} the proofs be burnt, & the plate broken. – I will be at the expence which has 

been incurred, it is but fair that I should, since I cannot permit the publication. – I beg as a particular 

favour that you will lose no time in having this done for which I have reasons that I will state when I 

see you. Forgive all the trouble I have occasioned you. — 

I have received no account of the reception of the address, but see it is vituperated in the papers, which 

does not much embarrass an old author. – I leave it to your own judgment to add it 

 

1:2 

 

or not to your next edition when required. – Pray comply strictly with my wishes as to the engraving & 

believe me 

y
rs
 very truly 

Byron 

P.S. 

 Favour me with an answer, as I shall not be easy till I hear that the proofs &
c
. are destroyed. – – I 

hear that the Satirist has reviewed C. H. in what manner I need not ask, but I wish to know if the old 

personalities are revived.
34

 – I have a better reason for asking this than any that merely concerns 

myself, but in publications of that kind others particularly female names are sometimes introduced. – 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 32, Fleet Street, London, mid-October 1812: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; secretarial copy; Smiles I 217; LJM 18-19) 

Murray answers the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

 As soon as I was favoured with your letter, this morning I sent for the engraved portrait,
35

 with 

which the artist did not part without a sigh – he had promised himself much increased reputation from 

its publication – and had laid aside the portrait of Lady Jersey, to complete it – There were no more 

than three Copies taken off, the One sent to your Lordship, and other two remaining with me – One of 

these, I venture to entreat your Lordship to allow me to retain – a favour, which I shall ever consider as 

a mark of your Lordships confidence – For the Plate itself, as I had not courage to violate your 

Lordship even in effigy, I trust that I shall for evading this part of your commands by sending it to your 

own custody, trusting that you will be content to banish it to the family archives, there to rest, until a 

happy occasion shall draw it forth again – 

                                                 
33: An engraving of a miniature by Sanders (Peach fig.14). 

34: The Satirist was edited by B.’s old Cambridge enemy Hewson Clarke. 

35: An engraving by Meyer of the miniature by Sanders (Peach fig.14). In the event B. destroys the plate himself. 
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 I was present during the first recitation of the address
36

 and can 

 

1:2 

 

assure you that is was received, throughout, with applauding satisfaction – I have inclosed the Copy of 

the address which I had in my hand, and on which I marked, with my pencil at the time, those parts at 

which the warmest approbation was loudly expressed – there was not the slightest <appea> 

demonstration or appearance of dissatisfaction, at any one point – there were many important variations 

in Mr. Ellistons
37

 delivery, which was, throughout, exceedingly bad – indeed his acting exhibits 

nothing but conceit – I was surprised to find your Lordships name given up at once to the public, I 

confess – & the appendage to the address, stating the reward offered for the best copy of verses, 

appeared to reflect discredit & ridicule in whatever way it was viewed – 

 I have just exhausted one, of three thousand, which were printed of Childe Harold, for the 

second time, – & <so> this I have justly called a fifth 

 

1:3 

 

edition
38

 – when we shall have disposed of these two thousand – I shall print an entirely New Edition, 

&, in it, I would solicit your Lordships obliging permission to insert the address & the two other 

Poems, of which I inclose a proof in the parcel containing the Copper Plate, and any others, that your 

Lordship may deem completely worthy of <the> your high reputation, wch it will be my <highes> best 

gratification to see perpetuated, in your Lordships future writings – 

 I have inclosed the Satyrist & the “Rejected addresses” – wch I announced to your Lordship 

some time ago – & One – really a rejected address – dedicated to your Lordship, & wch offers the best 

apology for the Managers – Your Lordship will I hope do me the kindness to pardon 

 

1:4 

 

my circumlocution – 

With the highest esteem 

I have the honour to be My Lord 

Your Lordships 

obedient & faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Fleet Street 

Thursday 

 

The parcel is sent by the Mail 

 

Byron to Murray, from Cheltenham, October 17th 1812 (i): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 175; BLJ II 227-8) 

 

Cheltenham Octr. [17th.?] 1812 

Dear Sir – Will you have the goodness to get this parody of a peculiar kind (for all the first lines are 

Busby’s entire)
39

 inserted in several of the papers correctly & copied correctly (my hand is difficult) 

particularly the M Chronicle. – Tell Mr. Perry I forgive him all he has said & may say against my 

address, but he will allow me to deal with the Doctor, “Audi alteram partem” & not betray me – 1 

cannot think what has befallen Mr. P for of yore we were very good friends – but no matter – only get 

this inserted – I have a poem on Waltz for you, of which I make you a present, but it must be 

anonymous.” – It is in the old style of E. B. & S. R. 

ever yrs. B. 

 

                                                 
36: Address, Spoken at the Opening of the Drury Lane Theatre. First delivered by Elliston on Saturday October 

12th 1812. Parodied in The Rejected Addresses. B. never went to hear it. 

37: Robert William Elliston (1774-1831) leading manager and actor; admired by Jane Austen. Staged Marino 

Faliero in 1821. He delivered the Address before playing Hamlet that evening. 

38: There is to be no third or fourth edition of CHP I and II – Mu. is faking them to show the poem’s popularity. 

39: Parenthetical Address, by Dr Plagiary. 



 12

P.S. – With the next E of C H you may print the first 50 or 100 opening lines of “The Curse of 

Minerva” down to the couplet – beginning “Mortal twas thus she spake” &c. of course the moment the 

Satire begins there you will stop & the opening is the best part. – 

 

Byron to Murray, from Cheltenham, October 17th 1812 (ii): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 177; BLJ II 228-9) 

Oct
r
. 17

th
. 1812 

Dear Sir, – Many thanks but I must pay the damage – & will thank you to tell me the moment [qu. 

“amount”?] for the engraving. – I think the “rejected addresses” by far the best thing of the kind since 

the Rolliad
40

 & wish you had published them. – Tell the author “I forgive him were he twenty times our 

satirist,”
41

 & think his imitations not at all inferior to the famous ones of Hawkins Browne.
42

 He must 

be a man of very 

 

1:2 

 

lively wit, & much less scurrilous than Wits often are, altogether I very much admire the performance 

& wish it all success. – The S
t
 has taken a new tone as you will see, we have now I think finished with 

C. H’s critics. – I have in hand a satire on Waltzing which you must publish anonymously, it is not 

long, not quite 200 lines, but will make a very small boarded pamphlet – in a few days you shall have 

it. – 

ever y
rs
 

B. 

1:3 

 

P.S. – The Editor of the S. – almost ought to be thanked for his revocation it is done handsomely after 

five years warfare. – 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 32, Fleet Street, London, October 22nd 1812: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 216; LJM 21) 

 

My Lord 

 I was not fortunate enough to meet with M
r
 Perry

43
 <early enou> in time to inform you, by 

yesterdays post, that he will most joyfully insert the lively parody
44

 in tomorrows paper – it would have 

appeared this morning had he not actually printed that which appeared today – I met him again this 

moment & he tells me he has received another & a very good one – I am distracted at this time between 

two houses & am forced to write in haste – I had a sale, to the Booksellers, on Tuesday when I 

disposed of no less than 878 copies of the Fifth Edition of Childe Harold, from which your Lordship 

will judge of the opinion of the booksellers respecting its 

 

1:2 

 

continuing success – I am anxious to be favoured with the “Waltzing
45

 – 

 With great respect 

  I remain 

 Your Lordships 

 Most obedient Servant 

  John Murray 

 

Fleet Street 

Thursday 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

                                                 
40: Multi-authored political satire of 1784-5. 

41: Shakespeare, Hamlet, III ii 324 (“We shall obey, were she ten times our mother”). 

42: Isaac Hawkins Browne (1705-60) friend of Johnson, and skilful parodist. 

43: James Perry, editor of the Morning Chronicle. 

44: Parenthetical Address, by Dr Plagiary. 

45: Waltz. 
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Byron to Murray, October 23rd 1812: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 179; BLJ II 234-5) 

Byron answers the previous item at once. 

Oct
r
. 23

d
. 1812 

Dear Sir 

 Thanks as usual – you go on boldly but have a care of glutting y
e
. public, who have by this time 

had enough of C H. – – “Waltz” shall be prepared – it is rather above 200 lines with an introductory 

letter to the Publisher. – – I think of publishing with C H – the opening lines of the C. of Minerva as far 

as the first speech of Pallas – because some of the 

 

1:2 

 

readers like that part better than any I have ever written, & as it contains nothing to affect the subject of 

the subsequent portion, it will find a place as a descriptive fragment. – The plate is broken
46

 – between 

ourselves it was unlike the picture, & besides upon the whole, the frontispiece of an author’s visage is 

but a paltry exhibition. – At all events this would have been no recommendation for the Book. – 

 

1:3 

 

I am sure Sanders would not have survived the engraving, by the bye the picture may remain with you 

or him (which you please) till my return. – The one of two remaining copies is at your service till I can 

give you a better; the other must be burned peremptorily. – Again – do not forget that I have an account 

with you – & that this is included – I give you too much trouble to allow you to incur expence also. – 

You best know how far this “address Riot” will affect 

 

1:4 

 

the future sale of C H. – – 

I like the vol of “rejected A” better & better. – The other parody which P.
47

 has received is mine also (I 

believe), it is D
r
. B’s

48
 speech versified. – 

You are removing to A. Street I find & I rejoice that we shall be nearer neighbors. – 

I am going to L
d
. Oxford’s but letters here will be forwarded. – When at leisure all communications 

from you will be willingly received by the humblest of your scribes. – 

Did M
r
. Ward

49
 write the review of H. Tooke’s life?

50
 – it is excellent. – y

rs
. [swirl] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street London, November 4th 1812: 

(Source: text from NLS Acc.12604 / 4161A; copy in secretarial hand; Smiles I 218; LJM 27-8) 

Murray’s first letter to Byron from 50 Albemarle Street. He answers the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

 I had the pleasure of receiving your obliging letter, dated the 23
rd

. but was unwilling to intrude an 

answer upon you until something important should cast up – and the occasion<ed> is now furnished, 

by the tremendous “Critique upon Lord Byrons Address”
51

 which I have the honour to inclose, under 

this and another cover – Your Lordship declined writing the address originally, because “you would 

not contend with all Grub Street” – but you did not suspect, at that time, that success would induce all 

Grub Street to contend against you – but this is the present state of the war – Your Lordship will have 

seen by the Chronicle of today & yesterday that it is in contemplation to collect & publish in one 

volume the whole of the rejected addresses – which would be an excellent subject of  

 

1:2 

 

fun for an article in the Review, and M
r
 G would I think join forces with you – 

                                                 
46: The plate of Meyer’s engraving of Sanders’ portrait (Peach fig.14), to which B. had taken a dislike. 

47: Perry. 

48: Dr Busby (“Dr. Plagiary”). 

49: John William Ward, later Canning’s Foreign Secretary. 

50: Quarterly Review VII xiv (June 1812) pp.313-28. 

51: A Critique on the Address Written by Lord Byron … by Lord — — (1812). 
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 I shall be careful to give your Lordship full notice of the new edition of Childe Harold – which has 

been very much assisted in sale by the admiration forced from the Ragamuffins who are abusing the 

Address – – I would be delighted, if your Lordship had a new Poem ready for publication <a> about 

the same time that Walter Scott is expected – but I will sacrifice my right arm (your Lordships 

friendship) rather than publish any poem not equal to Childe Harold without a conscriptive Command – 

<las> like that which I lately executed in committing your Lordships Portrait to the Flames, but I had 

some consolation in seeing it ascend in 

 

1:3 

 

sparkling brilliancy to Parnassus 

 Neither I, nor M
r
 Gifford, I can venture to assure you, upon honour, have any notion who the 

author of the admirable article on Horne Tooke
52

 is 

 Does your Lordship yet think of migrating to the Metropolis 

 I am most anxious in the hope that your Lordships health is improving – 

 I ever remain 

 Your Lordships faithful 

 Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Albemarle Street 

 Wednesday Nov. 4. 1812 

 

I do not mention “Waltzing” from the hope that it improves, Geometrically as to the time that it is 

retained
53

 

 
[1:4 blank.] 

 
Byron to Murray, from Cheltenham, November 22nd 1812: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 183; BLJ II 249-50) 

Byron answers the previous item. 

Cheltenham Nov
r
. 22

d
. 

1812 

Dear Sir 

 On my return here from L
d
. Oxford’s I found your obliging note & will thank you to retain the 

letters & any other subsequent ones to the same address till I arrive in town to claim them which will 

probably be in a few days. – I have in charge a curious & very long M.S. poem written by Lord Brooke 

(the friend of Sir Philip Sidney)
54

 (which <it> I wish to submit to the inspection of M
r
. Gifford with the 

following 

 

1:2 

 

queries first – whether it has ever been published & secondly (if not) whether it is worth publication? – 

It is from L
d
. O’s Library & must have escaped or been overlooked amongst the M.SS. of the Harleian 

Miscellany. The writing is L
d
. Brooke’s <&> except a different hand towards the close, it is <is> very 

long & in the six line stanza, it is not for me to hazard an opinion upon its’ merits, but I would take the 

Liberty if not too troublesome to submit it to M
r
. G’s judgement which from his excellent edition of 

Massinger
55

 I should conceive 

 

1:3 

 

to be {as} decisive on the writings of that age as on those of our own. – 

Now for a less agreeable & important topic – How came M
r
. Mac – somebody without consulting you 

or me to prefix the address to his volume of “dejected Addresses”
56

 is not this somewhat larcenous? I 

                                                 
52: Q.R. VII xiv (June 1812) pp.313-28. 

53: Waltz was written in October 1812. Mu. did not admire it, and it was not published until early 1813. 

54: Fulke Greville, Lord Brooke (1554-1628). 

55: Gifford’s edition of Massinger was published in 1805. 

56: The Genuine Rejected Addresses was published by Macmillan, 1812. 
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think the ceremony of leave might have been asked – though I have no objection to the thing itself, & 

leave the “hundred & eleven” to tire themselves with “base comparisons
57

 – I should think the 

ingenuous public tolerably sick of the subject, & except the parodies I have not interfered nor shall, 

indeed I did not know that the D
r
. 

 

1:4 

 

had published his apologetical letter & postscript or I should have <re> recalled them, but I confess I 

looked upon his conduct in a different <letter> light before its appearance. – – 

I see some mountebank has stolen Alderman Birch’s name to vituperate the Doctor; he had much better 

have pilfered his pastry – which I should imagine the more valuable <and> ingredient at least for a 

Puff. – 

Pray secure me a copy of Woodfall’s new Junius
58

 & believe me D
r
. Sir 

 y
rs
. very sincerely 

  Bn 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, late November 1812: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 30) 

Murray answers the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

 I have the greatest pleasure in hearing of your safe arrival – 

 I have the pleasure of sending Twenty Nine Letters – and a packet of Newspapers – & a Volume 

containing the best of all criticisms upon Childe Harold – Extracts from it – for the instruction of the 

rising generation – 

 I am ever your Lordships 

 bounden Servant 

 Jno Murray 

 

Monday 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

1813: From March to December, The Giaour is published in editions of increasing length. At the 

year’s end Byron writes The Bride of Abydos and starts The Corsair. He is much in Whig society; 

he meets Madame de Staël. He has an affair with the Countess of Oxford; his liaison with his 

half-sister Augusta starts, he flirts with Frances Wedderburn Webster, and begins marriage 

overtures to Annabella Milbanke. The Bride of Abydos is published on December 2nd. 

 

Byron to Murray, 1813 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 4) 

Which work Byron is referring to here is mysterious. 

 

Is the enclosed fit for publication? – – – Let me know – if you chose to make extracts only for the 

further review of B.’s in the J. – you may use it in that way – Or (if good) – you may publish it entire, –  

but pray – let it first be read with attention. – 

 

Byron to Murray, from Eywood Presteign, January 8th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 185; BLJ III 10-11) 

Eywood is the Oxfords’ estate in Herefordshire. 

Eywood Presteign. – 

January 8
th

. 1813. – 

Dear Sir 

 You have been imposed upon by a letter forged in my name to obtain the picture left in your 

possession. – This I know by the confession of the culprit, & as she is a woman (& of rank) with whom 

I have unfortunately been too much connected
59

 you will for the present say little about it, but if you 

                                                 
57: Shakespeare, Henry IV I II iv 243. 

58: H.S.Woodfall’s Junius: including letters by the same author under other signatures (1812). 

59: Caroline Lamb. 
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have the letter retain it – & write to me the particulars. You will also be more cautious in future & not 

allow anything of mine to pass from your hands without my seal as well as signature. – I have not been 

in 

 

1:2 

 

town – nor have written to you since I left it – so I presume the forgery was a skilful performance. – I 

shall endeavour to get back the picture by fair means if possible. – 

 y
rs
 ever 

  Byron 

Mr. Murray 

 Albemarle Street 

 

PS. 

Keep the letter if you have it. – I did not receive your parcel it is now too late to send it as I shall be in 

town on the 17
th

. – The delinquent is of one of the first families in this 

 

1:3 [at page bottom, opposite first half of postscript:] 

 

kingdom – but as Dogberry says this “is flat burglary”
60

 – Favour me with an answer – I hear I am 

scolded in the Quarterly – but you & it are already forgiven – I suppose that made you bashful about 

sending it. – – 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 20th 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 189; BLJ III 20) 

Byron’s admiration for James and Horace Smith. 

F
y
. 20

th
. 1813 

Dear Sir 

 In “Horace in London”
61

 I perceive some stanzas on L
d
. E – in which (waving the {kind} 

compliment to myself) I heartily concur.
62

 – I wish I had the pleasure of M
r
. S’s acquaintance as I could 

communicate the curious anecdote you read in M
r
. T’s letter – if he would like it he can have the 

substance 

 

1:2 

 

for his second Edition – if not I shall add it to our next – though I think we already have enough of L
d
. 

E. – 

What I have read of this work seems admirably done – my praise however is not much worth the 

Author’s having – but you may thank him in my name for his. – The idea is new – we have excellent 

imitations of the Satires &
c
. 

 

1:3 

 

by Pope but I <do not> remember but one imitative ode in his works & none anywhere else. – I can 

hardly suppose that they have lost any fame by the fate of the Farce, but even should this be the case – 

the present publication will again place them on their pinnacle. 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, early March 1813 (??): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 31) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

                                                 
60: Shakespeare, Much Ado About Nothing, IV ii 46. 

61: Horace in London (1813), an imitation of Horace’s Odes, by the Smiths of Rejected Addresses. 

62: Horace in London, pp.59-62, is Ode XV: The Parthenon, an attack on Lord Elgin echoing The Curse of 

Minerva: Minerva’s curse shall wrap thy mind in gloom, / And Hymen shall thy nuptial hopes consume. 
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My Lord 

 in coming home I found the M
r
 Wynne

63
 had just returned me The Book

64
 – when your Lordship 

has read it do me the kindness to let me have it again 

 ever yr Lordships 

 Obliged 

 J.M. 

 

I will send the Packet in a minute 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Late March 1813: first (private) edition of The Giaour published. 

 

Byron to Murray, from Maidenhead, March 29th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 200; BLJ III 33-4) 

[Maidenhead {1813} March twenty ninth / Mr. Murray / Albemarle Street / London / Byron] 

March 29
th

. 1813 – – 

Dear Sir – 

 Westall has I believe agreed to illustrate your book – & I <believ> fancy one of the engravings 

will be from the pretty little girl you saw the other day
65

 – though without her name – & merely as a 

model for some sketch connected with the subject. – I would also have the portrait (which you saw 

today) of the friend who is mentioned in the text at the close of Canto 1
st
. & in the notes

66
 – which are 

subjects sufficient <for> {to authorise} that addition. – 

Believe me y
rs
 truly 

[swirl] 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Some time before April 1813: Waltz published. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, April 21st 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 202; BLJ III 41) 

April 21
st
. 1813 – 

Dear Sir 

 I shall be in town by Sunday next & will call & have some conversation on the subject of 

Westall’s proposed designs. – I am to sit to him for a picture at the request of a friend of mine
67

 – & as 

Sanders’s is not a good one you will probably prefer the other. – I wish you to have Sanders’s taken 

down & sent to my lodgings immediately – before my arrival. – – I hear that a certain malicious 

publication 

 

1:2 

 

on Waltzing is attributed to me. – This report I suppose you will take care to contradict – as the Author 

I am sure will not like that I should wear his cap & bells. – Hobhouse’s quarto will be out 

immediately
68

 – pray send to the author for an early copy which I wish to take abroad with me.
69

 

D
r
. Sir I am 

Y
rs
. very truly 

B 

PS. 

 I see the Examiner threatens some observations upon you next week – what can you have done to 

share the wrath which has heretofore been 

 

                                                 
63: C.W.W.Wynne, MP for Montgomeryshire, friend and benefactor of Southey. 

64: The Book is an account of the investigation into to conduct of the Princess of Wales. 

65: Lady Charlotte Harley, one of Lady Oxford’s daughters; Ianthe of CHP I and II (from seventh edition on). 

66: John Wingfield; see CHP I sts.91-2. 

67: Lady Oxford; see Lady Oxford to Murray, March 27th 1813. 

68: A Journey through some Albania and some Provinces of Turkey, H.’s account of their eastern travels. H. 

receives an advanced copy on May 24th. 

69: B. does not go abroad; H. does, on May 27th. 



 18

1:3 [opposite first half of postscript:] principally expended upon the Prince? I presume all your 

Scribblers will be drawn up in battle array in defence of the modern Tonson
70

 – M
r
. Bucke

71
 for 

instance. – 

 

[vertically up right-hand side:] Send in my account to Bennet Street as I wish to settle it before sailing. 

– 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, May 16th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 48-9) 

May 16
th

. 1813 – 

Dear Sir 

 I send you back “The Giaour” – & about 160 lines in addition – I have marked in page 27 – 

the place of insertion. – 

The copy (printed) is all wrong – & mixed up in the most blundering way by the printer with extra & 

misplaced sheets. – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

 

P.S. I want a proof – & a few more complete copies soon. – – – 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, May 17th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 204; BLJ III 49) 

[To – / J. Murray Esq
re

 / 50 Albemarle Street –] 

 

D
r
. Sir – 

I send a corrected & I hope amended copy of the lines for the “fragment”
72

 already sent this evening – 

Let the enclosed be the copy that is sent to the Devil (the printer’s) and burn the other. 

 y
rs
 &c. 

  [swirl] 

May 17
th

. 1813 – 
 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, May 22nd 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 209; BLJ III 50-1) 

 

Dear Sir – I return the “C. – of Literature”
73

 – pray is it fair to ask if the “twopenny Postbag”
74

 is to be 

reviewed in this No.? because if not – I should be glad to undertake it – & leave it to Chance & the 

Editor for a reception into your pages. – 

y
rs
. truly 

B 

May 22
d
. 1813 – – – 

P.S. You have not sent me – Eustace Travels – 

 

[1:2 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, May 23rd 1813: 

(Source: text from B.L.Ashley 2623 f.18; LJ II 210; BLJ III 51) 

[J. Murray Esqr
e
] 

Byron answers a letter, now missing, in which Murray praises The Giaour. 

May 23
d
 1813 

Dear Sir 

                                                 
70: Jacob Tonson (1655/6-1736), publisher of Addison, Dryden and Pope. 

71: Charles Bucke, one of Murray’s authors. 

72: The Giaour (not yet in public print). 

73: The third volume of Isaac D’Israeli’s Curiosities of Literature. 

74: The satire by Tom Moore. 
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 I question whether ever author before received such a compliment – from his master – I am glad 

you think the thing
75

 is totally vamped & will be vendible. – 

Pray look over the proof again – I am but a careless reviser – & let me have 12 struck off & 

 

1:2 

 

one or two for yourself to serve as M.S. for the thing when published in the body of the volume. If L
Y
. 

–
76

 sends for it – do not let her have it – till the copies are all ready & then send her one. – 

y
rs
. truly 

µβαιρον 

P.S. 

 H’s book
77

 is out – at last – I have my copy – which I have lent already. 

 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, June 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from B.L.Egerton 2075; BLJ III 54) 

 

Dear Sir – Can you keep the proofs standing a day for the G
r
? if so – I will send you a few more lines – 

ever y
rs
. 

B 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, June 1813 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 54) 

 

Add these two lines to paragraph 3
d
. sent this Morn

g
 

 

 —————————— “tomb; 

 Expression’s bright departing ray – 

 A halo gilding round decay! – –”
78

 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, June 2nd 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 210; BLJ III 55) 

[M
r
. Murray / 50 A

e
. Street] 

June 2 – 1813 

Dear Sir – 

 I presented a petition to the house yesterday
79

 – which gave rise to some debate – & I wish 

you to favour me for a few minutes with the Times & Herald to look on their hostile report – You will 

find if you like to look at my prose – all my words nearly verbatim in the M. Chronicle. 

 [swirl] 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

June 5th 1813: first public edition of The Giaour published; 684 lines. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, June 9th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 216; BLJ III 60) 

Byron regrets not having any suitable fancy dress for Murray to wear. 

 

[at top of page, inverted:] P.S. – My wardrobe is out of town – or I could have dressed you as an 

Albanian – or a Turk – or an officer – or a waggoner. – 

 

Dear Sir – 

 I regret much that I have no profane garment to array you with for y
e
 masquerade. – 

As my motions will be uncertain – you need not write nor send the proofs till my return. – 

                                                 
75: The first, 453-line version of The Giaour. 

76: “Caroline Lamb”. 

77: A Journey through Albania, and other Provinces of Turkey in Europe and Asia, to Constantinople, during the 

years 1809 and 1810, H.’s account of their Mediterranean adventures. 

78: See The Giaour, 97-100: That hue which haunts it to the tomb – / Expression’s last receding ray, / A gilded 

Halo hovering round decay, / The farewell beam of Feeling past away! 

79: His third and last speech, in support of Major Cartwright’s petition. 
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y
rs
 truly 

[swirl] 

J
e
 9

th
. 1813 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, June 12th 1813 (Bodleian version): 

(Source: text from Bodleian Ms.Montagu d.17 f.15r.-v; LJ II 216; BLJ III 60-61) 

There are two Mss. of this letter, of which the NLS one seems more authentic. 

June 12
th

. 1813 – 

Dear Sir – 

 How does Hobhouse’s wish go on, or rather off – for that is the essential part – In yesterday’s 

paper, & immediately under an advertisement on “Strictures in the urethra” – I see most appropriately 

consequent – a poem with strictures on Lord Byron – M
r
 Southey and others – though I am afraid 

neither M
r
 Southey’s poetical distemper nor mine, nor others is of the suppressive or stranguinary 

 

1:2 

 

kind – You may send me the prescription of this kill or cure
80

 physician – the medicine is compounded 

at <xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx> White’s Fleet Street – As I have nothing else to do, I may enjoy it, like Sir 

Fretful – or the Archbishop of Granada,
81

 or any other personage in like predicament – Recollect that 

my lacquey returns in the evening, and that I set out {for} Portsmouth tomorrow – – 

All here are very well and much pleased with your politeness 

 

1:3 

 

during their say in town – 

Believe me 

 ever yours truly 

  Byron 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, June 12th 1813 (NLS version):
82

 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 216; BLJ III 60-61) 

June 12
th

. 1813 – 

Dear Sir – 

 Having occasion to send a servant to London – <he> I will thank you to inform me as to 

whether I left with the other things – 3 miniatures in your care – (if not – I know not where to find 

them) & also to “report progress” in unpacking the books – – the bearer returns this evening – – – 

How does Hobhouse’s wish go on, or rather off – for that is the essential part? – In yesterday’s paper & 

immediately under an advertisement on “Strictures in the urethra” – I see most appropriately 

consequent – a 

 

1:2 

 

poem with strictures on L
d
. B. – M

r
 Southey and others”

83
 – though I am afraid neither “M

r
 S.s 

“poetical distemper nor “mine” – nor “others” is of the suppressive or stranguinary kind – You may 

send me the prescription of this kill or cure physician – the medicine is compounded at White’s Fleet 

Street. – As I have nothing else to do – I may enjoy it, like Sir Fretful or the Archbishop of Granada,
84

 

or any other personage in like predicament. – – 

Recollect that my lacquey returns in the Evening, and that I set out for Portsmouth tomorrow. – All 

here 

 

1:3 

                                                 
80: Samuel Foote, The Mayor of Garratt, Act I. 

81: Sir Fretful Plagiary from The Critic and the Archbishop of Granada from Gil Blas. 

82: A note says, “This is interesting as being the genuine original of one of the letters in the Schulthess Young 

book – doctored there & addressed to Douglas Kinnaird”. 

83: An advert for cures of urinary infections appeared next to one for a book criticizing B. and Southey. 

84: Sir Fretful Plagiary in The Critic and the Archbishop of Grenada in Gil Blas: with Falstaff, Shylock, Macbeth 

and Coriolanus, B.’s favourite alter egos from literature. 
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are very well – & much pleased with your politeness & attention during their say in town. – 

  Believe me ever 

   y
rs
. truly 

     [swirl] 

 

P.S. – 

 Are there anything but books? if so – let those extras remain untouched for the present – I trust 

you have not stumbled on any more “Aphrodites” & have burnt those. – – – 

I send you both the Advertisements but don’t send me the first treatise – as I have no occasion for 

caustic in that quarter. – – – – – 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Maidenhead, June 13th 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 218; BLJ III 61-2) 

Byron is preparing the catalogue for the 1813 sale of his library, which is aborted. 

 

Maidenhead 

June 13
th

. 1813 

Dear Sir – 

 Amongst the books from B
t
 S

t
. is a small vol. of abominable poems by the Earl of 

Haddington – which must not be in y
e
. catalogue or sale

85
 – also – a vol. of French Epigrams in the 

same predicament. On the title page of Meletius is an inscription in writing which must be erased – & 

made <illisible> illegible.
86

 – – – 

I have read the strictures which are just enough – & not grossly abusive – in very fair couplets – there 

is a note against Massinger near the end – & one cannot quarrel with one’s company at any rate. – – – – 

– 

 

1:2 

 

The author detects some incongruous figures in a passage of E B
ds

 page 23 – but which edition I do not 

know – in the sole copy in your possession – I mean the 5
th

. E
n
 you may make these alterations – that I 

may profit (though a little too late) by his remarks. – – For “hellish instinct” – substitute “brutal 

instinct”
87

 – for “harpies” – alter to “felons”
88

 & for “bloodhounds” write “<hell=hounds &c> 

“hell=hounds”.
89

 – Those be “very bitter words by my troth”
90

 & the alterations not much sweeter – but 

as I shall not publish the {thing} – they can do no harm – but are a satisfaction to me in the way of 

amendment. – The passage is only 12 lines – – – 

 

1:3 

 

You do not answer me about H’s book – I want to write to him – & not to say anything unpleasing. – If 

you direct to Post Office Portsmouth till called for – I will send & receive your letter. – – You never 

told me of the forthcoming critique on Columbus
91

 – which is not too fair – & I do not think justice 

quite done to the “Pleasures”
92

 – which surely entitle the author to a higher rank than that assigned him 

in y
e
. Quarterly. – But I must not cavil at the decisions of the invisible infallibles – & the Article is very 

well written. – The {general} horror of fragments makes me tremulous for the “Giaour” – but you 

would publish it – I presume by 

 

1:4 

 

                                                 
85: B., planning to go abroad for a long time, is preparing a sale catalogue of his library: he doesn’t go. 

86: B.’s copy of Geografia Palaia kai Nea (1728), by Bishop Meletios, was stolen by him and H. on 15th 

December 1809 from the Bishop of Crisso: see BLJ II 60. 

87: None of B.’s three emendations have been used. EBSR 431. 

88: EBSR 433. 

89: EBSR 437. 

90: Shakespeare, Henry IV II II iv 162. 

91: Rogers’ The Voyage of Columbus (1810), a poem in fragments, like The Giaour. 

92: Rogers’ The Pleasures of Memory (1792). 
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this time to your repentance – but as I consented – whatever be its’ fate I won’t now quarrel with you – 

– even though I detect it in my pastry – <however> {but} I shall not open a pye without apprehension 

for some weeks.
93

 – The books which may be wanted by L
y
. O – I will carry out. – – Do you know 

Clarke’s Naufragia?
94

 – I am told that he asserts the first vol. of R
n
 Crusoe was written by the first L

d
. 

Oxford – when in the Tower – & given by him to Defoe – if true – it is a curious anecdote. – Have you 

got back {L
d
} Brooke’s M.S.? & what does Heber

95
 say of it? – Write to me at P

h
. 

 ever y
rs
. &

c
. 

  [swirl] 

Byron to Murray, undated, 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJM 506) 

[Mr. Murray –] 

Byron is still worried about the catalogue for the planned sale of his library. 

 

D
r
. Sir 

 I hope the Catalogue of the books
96

 &
c
 has not been published without my seeing it – I must 

reserve several – & many ought not to be printed. – The advertisement is a very bad one – I am not 

going 

 

1:2 

 

to the Morea – & if I was – you might as well advertise a man in Russia as going to Yorkshire – –  

ever y
rs
. 

[swirl] 

[1:3 almost blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, June 14th 1813 [??] 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 33) 

A very short note. Murray answers Byron’s of June 13th. 

 

 I am grateful for your Lordships obliging note – 

 I wrote to Mr Heber the other night – 

 Childe Harold is entirely out of print everywhere 

2 o Clock –  J. M. 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, June 17th 1813 

(Source: this text from LJM 35) 

[The Lord Byron / Bennet S
t
.] 

 

My Lord 

 I have the pleasure of sending the inclosed Letter from M
r
 Gifford

97
 – 

 ever faithfully 

 Your Lordships Serv
t
 

 Jno Murray 

 

Thursday 

6½ o Clock 

 

I have sent the 3 Copies of the Giaour to D
r
 Clarke

98
 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, June 18th 1813: 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 220; BLJ III 64) 

Byron answers the previous item. 

                                                 
93: In case he finds The Giaour wrapped around it. 

94: James Clarke, Naufragia, or Historical Memoirs of Shipwrecks (1805-6). 

95: Richard Heber (1773-1833), book-collector. 

96: See “Byron’s Library” on this website. 

97: Gifford’s letter is at LJM 34. 

98: The letter in which B. asks Mu. to send an advance copy of The Giaour to Clarke is missing. 
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June 18
th

. – 1813 

Dear Sir – Will you forward the enclosed answer
99

 to the kindest letter I ever received in my life – my 

sense of which I can neither express to M
r
. G. himself nor to any one else. – 

  ever y
rs
 

   [swirl] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, June 19th 1813: 

(Source: this text from BLJ III 65) 

June 19th. 1813 

 Dear Sir—You will perceive by the first lines of the enclosed of what part of the text it is a 

continuation—the 4th line is also altered from the published copy—the rest are all new—& will be 

printed accordingly 

yrs. ever 

[swirl] 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, June 22nd 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 222; BLJ III 66) 

June 22
d
. 1813 

Dear Sir – 

 I send you a corrected copy of the lines with several important alterations – so many that this 

had better be sent for proof rather than subject the other <proof> to so many blots. – You will excuse 

the eternal trouble I inflict upon you – as you will see I have attended to your Criticism & softened a 

passage you proscribed this morning – y
rs
 veritably, – 

[swirl] 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, July 1st 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 228; BLJ III 69-70) 

1813 

July 

Dear Sir – 

 There is an error in my dedication – the word “my” must be struck out “my” admiration &
c
. – 

it is a false construction & disagrees with the signature.
100

 I hope this will arrive in time to prevent a 

cancel & serve for a proof – recollect it is only the “my” to be erased throughout. – There is a critique 

in 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

1:4 

 

the Satirist – which I have read – fairly written & though vituperative – very fair in judgement. – One 

part belongs to you viz – the 4
S
. & 6

d
. charge – it is unconscionable – but you have no conscience. – 

y
rs
. truly 

[swirl] 

July 1
st
. 

1813 
 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, early July 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 36) 

[The Lord Byron] 

Murray answers the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

 There <can be> (though by striking out I lessen the general for the personal feeling) is no trouble 

& no doubt about the Improvements which your truly Noble Pen prepares for me – –  

 I think what you now send is admirable & I will cancel all there is worked off hitherto – 

 J.M. 

                                                 
99: B.’s enclosure is at BLJ III 63-4. 

100: The Giaour is dedicated to Rogers. B.’s change arrives too late for the first, but not for the second, edition. 
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[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Early July 1813: second edition of The Giaour published; 816 lines. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, July 22nd 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 233; BLJ III 78) 

We do not have the letter from Murray which Byron is answering here. 

July 22
d
. 1813 

Dear Sir 

 I have great pleasure in accepting your invitation to meet anybody or nobody as you like best. 

– 

Pray what should you suppose the book in the inclosed advertisement to be? is it anything relating to 

Buonaparte or Continental concerns – if so it 

 

1:2 

 

may be worth looking after particularly if should turn out to be your purchase – Lucien’s Epic. – 

Believe me very truly y
rs
. 

Byron 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, July 28th 1813: 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; BLJ Supp. 27) 

July 28, 1813 

D
r
. S

r
. – The enclosed lines

101
 you will insert in paragraph made after the line “That wakes & wafts the 

fragrance there” 

as ever 

B 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, July 31st 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 242; BLJ III 84) 

[J. Murray Esq
re

 / 50 Albemarle Street] 

 

Dear Sir – As I leave town early tomorrow the proof must be sent tonight – or many days will be lost. – 

If you have any reviews of the G
r
. to send – let me have them now – I am not very well today – I thank 

you for the Sat. – which is short but savage on this unlucky affair – & personally facetious on me 

which is much more to the pur= 

 

1:2 

 

=pose than a tirade upon other people’s concerns. 

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Mid-August 1813: third edition of The Giaour published, two states; 950-1014 lines. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, August 10th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 243; BLJ III 87) 

[To / J. Murray Esq
re

 / 50 A
l
. Street.] 

 

If you send more proofs I shall never finish this infernal story – “Ecce signum”
102

 – thirty three more 

lines enclosed!
103

 – to the utter discomfiture of the printer – & I fear – not to your advantage. – 

[swirl] 

Half past two – in the Morn. 

August 10
th

.
104

 1813 

                                                 
101: The Giaour, 21-45 (added in third edition). 

102: Shakespeare, Henry IV I II iv 160. 

103: No addition to The Giaour is exactly thirty-three lines long. 
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Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, August 22nd 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 37) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord 

 M
r
 Hodgson can not, I am sorry to say, accompany me to Mad. de Staels today, and as I mentioned 

my intention of inviting him, I have been the means, I fear, of preventing your Lordship from procuring 

two or three Stanzas of Charlemagne, which I am very anxious to carry with me – should M
r
 H. call 

before 4 – at which time I have ordered the Chaise – your Lordship will greatly oblige me by obtaining 

from him what I want – & I will engage to bring the individual pages back – uncopied  – 

 <The> The Article upon the Giaour 
105

is replete with feeling & delicacy both of taste & criticism 

 

1:2 

 

and is every thing that the authors bookseller – or friend could desire – the praise is high and is 

delicately interwoven with the criticism – not too prominent or abrupt, to deprive it of effect – they 

have picked out with taste & displayed not without art almost all the striking passages – – Their 

Review of Grimm your Lordship will find – or I presume <have> has already found, to be admirably 

skilful & entertaining – this is Jeffery – Sir Ja
s
 Mackintoshs Essay on Suicide is really very beautiful – 

 Your Servant has interrupt- 

 

1:3 

 

-ed me with your Lordships obliging attention – for which my nonsense is not a very grateful return – 

 I am 

  your Lordships 

   faithful Servant 

  John Murray 

 
Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, August 26th 1813: 

(Source: LJ II 252; this text from BLJ III 100) 

Byron’s most famous plea for a punctuator, and his most famous description of the lengthening 

Giaour. 
August 26th. 1813 

Dear Sir – I have looked over & corrected one proof but not so carefully (God knows if you can read it 

through but I can’t) as to preclude your eye from discovering some omission of mine or commission of 

ye. Printer. – If you have patience look it over – do you know any body who can stop – I mean point – 

commas & so forth – for I am I fear a sad hand at your punctuation. I have but with some difficulty not 

added any more to this snake of a poem – which has been lengthening its rattles every month – it is 

now fearfully long – being more than a Canto & a half of C H – which contains but 882 lines per book 

– with all late additions inclusive. – – The last lines Hodgson likes – & it is not often he does – & when 

he don’t – he tells me with great energy – & then I fret & alter – I have thrown them in to soften the 

ferocity of our Infidel – & for a dying man have given him a good deal to say for himself – Do you 

think you shall get hold of the female M.S. you spoke of today – if so – you will let me have a glimpse 

– but don’t tell our master (not W’s) or we shall be buffeted.
106

 – I was quite sorry to hear you say you 

staid in town on my account – & I hope sincerely you did not mean so superfluous a piece of 

politeness. – – – Our 6 critiques! – they would have made half a quarterly by themselves – but this is 

the age of Criticism. 

Ever yrs. 

B 

Late August 1813: fourth edition of The Giaour published; 1048 lines. 

 

Murray to Byron, from Brighton, 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 219, dated September 25th 1813; LJM 39) 

5 Pavilion Parade 

Sunday 

                                                                                                                                            
104: The “0” is blotted but just visible. 

105: Mu. has the Edinburgh Review of July 1813, in which all the articles listed appear. 

106: The “female M.S.” and “W” are both mysteries. 
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 My dear <Lord and> Lord 

 I inclose a Letter not without most serious compunctions which shall not be excited upon any 

similar occasion – 

 I rejoice to hear that your Lordship is yet making improvements upon the Giaour
107

 – it is a series 

<of> of Gems that well deserve the finest polish. 

 We are rather dull here though the place is quite full for the Prince Regents appearance or 

behaviour either prevented from coming 

 

1:2 

 

or drove away from the Place – all respectable people – he was more outrageously dissipated the short 

time he was here than ever – & has sunk into the vilest of his former associates – Lord Barrymore &c 

 Lord Sheffield
108

 has been so good as to invite me to pass some days at his house where I shall go 

on Wednesday, in case your Lordship has occasion to honour me with any Letter, which I shall be 

gratified by if it as- 

 

1:3 

 

-sure me of your Lordship’s health – & inform me of your address in the country – where I would like, 

if you please, to send the Proof of the small Edition of the Giaour 

 Your Lordship will see that I could not refrain from asking after you or from presenting my hasty 

compliments – 

 I dine today with three of my Authors – D’Israeli Prince Hoare – and Northcote
109

 – 

 I am ever 

 Your Lordships 

 Affectionate & grateful 

 humble Servant 

 John Murray
110

 

 

My address is 

Post Office 

[pencilled: “Brighton”] 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 
Early September 1813: fifth edition of The Giaour published, at 1215 lines. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, September 15th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 265; BLJ III 115) 

Byron is planning to return to Greece. It takes him ten years. 

 

Dear Sir – 

 Will you please enquire after any ship with a convoy taking passengers & get me one if possible – 

I mean not a ship of war – but anything that may be paid for – I have a friend & 3 – servants. – 

Gibraltar or Malta or Zante. – 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 all blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, September 20th–21st 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 43) 

[The R
t
 Hon

ble
 Lord Byron / <Ashton Hall> supposed >Harrowgate  / Yorkshire> Lancaster <York> 

<Ferrybridge>] 

This letter has gone astray because Murray has written “Ashton” for “Aston”. 

Albemarle St. 

Monday 

                                                 
107: There were no additions to The Giaour after the seventh edition (December 1813). 

108: Lord Sheffield edited Gibbon’s Miscellaneous works, from which Parisina derives. 

109: Prince Hoare and James Northcote were Royal Academicians. 

110: Decorated underlining. 
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My most dear Lord 

 Some time ago I mentioned that I had sent the fifth Edition of the Giaour
111

 to M
r
 Gifford which I 

did not expect him to touch except for the purpose of sending it to our Reviewer, (who has totally 

disappointed us) –. I called today upon M
r
 G and as soon as a Gentleman was gone & he was ready to 

begin upon business he fell back in his largest Arm Chair and exclaimed – upon my honour Murray 

Lord Byron is – <x xxxxxxxxxx> 

 

1:2 

 

a most extraordinary Man – the new Edition of his Poem contains passages of exquisite – 

extraordinary beauty
x
 – equal to any thing that I have ever read – what is he about will he not collect 

all his force <for> for one immortal Work – – His subject is an excellent one – we never had 

descriptions of eastern Manners before – all that has been hitherto attempted was done without actual 

knowledge – I told him that Moore was writing an  

 
x
 I <remem> recollect now that he said they astonished him – 

  

1:3 

 

Eastern Story
112

 – Moore said he will only do what has been already done – & he is incapa<p>ble of 

writing anything like Lord Byron – M
r
 G – speaks too of the vigour of all your Additions – Speaking 

of Scott he said you did not interfere with each other but that he had completely settled in his mind 

your certain superiority – a Genius of a higher order – I told him how rejoiced <he/>I was to hear him 

speak thus of you 

 

1:4 

 

& added that I knew you cherished his Letter to you
113

 – he again deplored your wandering from some 

great object & regretted that you would not follow his recommendation of producing something 

worthy of you for highly as he thinks of your Lordships talents in both poems
114

 & I believe most 

particularly in the last, still he thinks you have by no means stretched your pinions to the full & taken 

the Flight to which they are equal – 

 I would apologise to your Lordship for detail 

 

2:1 

 

– what superficially appears mere praise but I am sure your Lordship will go deeper into it and see in 

it my anxiety after your Fame alone – In our next number there will be an able review of the Fifth 

Edition,
115

 for the Edinb. Review had anticipated our extracts
116

 – 

 At Mad. de Staëls yesterday, you were much the subject conversation with Sir Ja
s
 Mackintosh – 

Conversation Sharp & Sir Ja
s
 asked and was 

 

2:2 

 

astonished at, the Number of Copies sold of the Giaour – a Lad<ay>y (another Lady) (not very young 

though) <xx> took away a Copy of the Giaour by the talismanic effect of the enclosed Card
117

 – 

 Do me the Kindness to tell me when your Lordship proposes to return – I am At Home – for the 

remainder of the Season & until the termination of All Seasons 

 your Lordships 

 faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

[2:3 and 2:4 blank.] 

                                                 
111: The fifth edition, with 1215 lines, had appeared in early September 1813. 

112: The first reference to Lallah Rookh. 

113: Perhaps the letter of January 13th 1813, above. 

114: Only CHP I and II and The Giaour had been published so far by Mu. 

115: Quarterly Review, January 1814. 

116: Edinburgh Review, July 1813. 

117: Lady unidentified; card not forthcoming. 
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3:1 

 

I have ventured to address at – rather than to your Lordship & if it find you I hope you will pardon my 

thus breaking in upon your retreat. 

 JMurray 

 

Tuesday 

 

[3:2 has the confusing address.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, September 22nd 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 45) 

 

My Lord 

 I did not know to what your Letter
118

 referred until I had examined my people – I find that the day 

on which I left town I sent a Letter for the indulgence of your Lordships frank and that my superior 

clerk asked me to solicit a frank for him also – I therefore wrote upon his address my compliments – – 

The Letter contained a note which the poor fellow, who is on the point of beginning business for 

himself, was sending to his friend to discount. As I went away in the evening I knew nothing further 

about the affair – but the Man says that he ordered his inferior in office to go directly & state that the 

letters had been safely 

 

1:2 

 

received – of mine I know nothing but I daresay it has arrived safely and my only anxiety is about the 

uneasiness – or rather trouble which it appears to have occasioned your Lordship – to say nothing of 

the misery I suffer at receiving a Letter from your Lordship without one word of that kindness which 

has made all the former ones so dear to 

 My Lord 

  your Lordships 

   faithful Servant 

    Jno Murray 

 

Wednesday 

 

1:3 

 

I addressed a Letter to your Lordship yesterday – simply Ashton
119

 Hall – Yorkshire 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Late September 1813: sixth edition of The Giaour published. 
 

Byron to Murray, from Yorkshire, September 29th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 268; BLJ III 125) 

A secretarial copy. 

Sep. 29. 1813 

Dear Sir 

 Pray suspend the proofs for I am bitten again & have quantities for other parts of y
e
 Giaour. 

Yrsever 

B 

P.S. You shall have these in the course of the day. 

 

Byron to Murray, from Yorkshire, September 29th 1813: 
(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 131) 

                                                 
118: This letter has not been found. It was in the gift of a nobleman to give a frank (making postage free) as a 

present. B. seems to have accused Mu. of abusing the convention. 

119: Mu. again writes “Ashton” for “Aston”. 
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Oct. 2 1813 

Dear Sir – The lines are certainly lost there is no proof of them whatever. 

yrs. B. 

There were 82 – sent on Wednesday. 

 

Byron to John Murray, October 2nd 1813: 

(Source: text from the Berg Collection, NYPL; BLJ III 131) 

Transcription by Paul Curtis, modified 

    

J. Murray Esq
re

. 

Dear Sir – 

               The lines are certainly lost there is no proof of them whatever.  

                        y
rs
. B.  

There were 82 – sent on Wednesday.  

        Oct 2. 1813 

 
Byron to Murray, from Stilton, October 3rd 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 274; BLJ III 132) 

This is a complicated letter. Byron has three new thoughts and uses three different parts of two 

different sheets, one sheet smaller than the other. 

 

P.S. – I leave this to your discretion <“> if anybody thinks the old line a good one – or the cheese a bad 

one don’t accept either. – 

but in that case – the word share is repeated soon after in the line “to share the Master’s “bread & salt” 

& must be altered to – “to break the Master’s” bread & salt” this is not so well though – confound it. – 

 

Stilton Octr. 3
d
. 1813 – 

Dear Sir – 

 I have just recollected an alteration you may make in the proof to be sent to Aston – among 

the lines on Hassan’s Serai not far from the beginning is this – 

 

 “Unmeet for Solitude to share” 

 

now to share implies more than one – & Solitude is a single gentleman – it must be thus – 

 

 “For many a gilded chambers’ there 

 Which Solitude might well forbear <&
c
>

120
 

 

& so on. – My address is Aston Hall Rotherham. Will you adopt this correction – – & {pray} accept a 

cheese from me <in honour of> for your trouble. – 

  ever y
rs
. 

   [swirl] 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

2:1 

 

If the old line stands let the other run thus 

 

 “Nor there will weary stranger halt 

 <And> {To} bless the <sacred> {sacred} bread & salt’”
121

 

 

Note – To partake of food – to break bread & taste salt with your host – ensures the safety of the guest 

even though an enemy – ————— {his person from that moment becomes sacred.} 

 

2:2 

 

There is another 

                                                 
120: The Giaour, 334-5. 

121: The Giaour, 342-3. 
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additional note sent 

yesterday – on the Priest 

in the Confessional.
122

 

 

Byron to Murray, from Aston Hall, Rotherham, Yorkshire, October 4th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; see BLJ III 132) 

A copy, perhaps by Leslie Marchand. Unpublished in full. Byron is still working at The Curse of 

Minerva. 

 Ashton Hall Rotherham 

  Oct 4. 1813 

Dear Sir 

 Your Ashton Hall letter has never arrived to my sore discomfiture, however there is no saying 

what time may do. – 

 In the proof from the “Curse” alter the line “Whose arts and arms but live in poet’s lore” 

to 

 “Whose arts revive, whose arms avenge no more.”
123

 

 

Remember this – I am but just arrived and much fatigued but you wont regret the brevity of this epistle 

from 

 Yrs &c 

  [swirl] 

 

[Added: “addressed <outside to> in Bns handwriting 

1813 

 Rotherham October Sixth 

   Jno Murray Esqre 

   50 Albemarle Street 

     London 

Byron] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Aston Hall, Rotherham, Yorkshire, October 4th 1813: 

(Source: Ms. Pearson Catalogue 83; this text from BLJ III 132) 

The previous version of the last item; also in a letter from Frank Sabin to John Murray IV. 

 

Aston Hall, Rotherham Oct. 4, 1813 

In the proof from the “Curse” alter this line “Whose arts and arms but live in poet’s lore” to “Whose 

arts revive, whose arms avenge no more.”
124

 Remember this. 

 

Byron to Murray, from Rotherham, October 12th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 276; BLJ III 141) 

[1813 / Rotherham October twelfth / J. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street /  London / Byron] 

Byron concedes that the Giaour is a bad person. 

Oct
r
. 12

th
. 1813 – 

Dear Sir – 

 You must look the Giaour again over carefully – there are a few lapses particularly in the last 

page – ‘I know ’twas false – she could not die” it was & ought to be I knew pray observe this & similar 

mistakes. – – 

I have received & read the British Review – I really think the writer in most parts very right – the only 

mortifying thing is the assertion of imitation – Crabbes’ passage I never saw – & Scott I no further 

meant to follow than in his Lyric measure – which is Gray’s – Milton’s & any one’s who likes it. – The 

Giaour is certainly a bad character – but not dangerous – & I think his fate & his feelings will meet 

with few proselytes. – 

 

1:2 

 

                                                 
122: The Giaour, authorial note to 1207. 

123: The Curse of Minerva, 59; the change was never incorporated. 

124: The Curse of Minerva, 59; the change was never incorporated. 
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I shall be very glad to hear from or of you when you please – but don’t put yourself out of your way on 

my account – 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

The Battle of Leipzig, October 16th-19th 1813, temporarily eclipses Bonaparte. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, October 23rd 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 47) 

[The Lord Byron] 

A scrap, 20 x 12.3 cm. Byron’s “note” has not been found. 

 

My Lord 

 I am glad to find by your Lordships note that you are safe & well – & hope for the pleasure of 

seeing you here today – 

 M
r
 Glover (Son of the Author of Leonidas)

125
 is just exclaiming that Lord Byron is a very 

extraordinary Man – 

 Amen 

 J. M 

 
[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 
November 1st-8th 1813: Byron drafts The Bride of Abydos, which is fair-copied by November 

11th. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 156) 

Byron is now revising The Bride of Abydos. 

 

A correction in the last paragraph of the MS which may as well be attended to 

 now 

  “May there be marked – and eye may note 

 let it be thus 

 May there be marked – nor far remote 

 A broken torch – an oarless boat
126

 

 

you will easily find the lines they are in the last sent – in the last paragraph but one of the 2
nd

 Canto. 

Send this correction off directly pray 

Y
rs
. 

B 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: Harry Ransom Center, Texas, photocopy from microfilm; BLJ III 156) 

[To – / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street] 

The corrections Byron refers to here may be to The Giaour. 
 

Dear Sir – 

 Pray attend to the corrections they are slight – but important – and remember the Bride. 

 yr[scrawl] 

  [scrawl signature] 

Byron to John Murray (c), November 1813? 
(Source: text from the Berg Collection, NYPL; BLJ III 157) 

Transcription by Paul Curtis, modified 

 

[To J. Murray Esqr
re

. / 50 A
l
. Street] 

 

Dear Sir / 

                                                 
125: The father of Richard Glover, MP for Penrhyn, published Leonidas is 1737. 

126: Bride, 1073-4. 
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               It is very odd that as fast as I correct one thing the Printer either omits or reblunders – look at 

page [72?]
127

 which I now correct for I believe the 30
th.

 time in the same place. –  

                        y
rs
. ever  

                                    B
n
 

 

P.S. – Don’t trouble yourself to answer this – but you must at least acknowledge that <you> this 

perpetual fooling of Master Davison
128

 is very vexatious. – – –  

 
Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 162) 

[J. Murray Esq
re

 / 50 Albemarle Street] 

Byron ends his letter at the top of the page. 

 

The lines which rhyme to each other are printed even thus – this applies to the concluding paragraph 

 – A – A 

 not 

chiefly.   – B        – B 

 

Dear Sir – 

 I have looked over – corrected – and added – all of which you may do too – at least certainly 

the two first – There is more M.S. within – let us know tomorrow – at your leisure how & when we 

shall proceed? it looks better than I thought at first – Look over again – I suspect some omissions on 

my part – & on the printer’s 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

 

Always print “een” “even” – I utterly abhor “een” – if it must be contracted be it “ev’n”. 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 12th 1813: 

(Source: Ms. not found; text from Moore’s Life I 481-2; LJ II 279-81; BLJ II 162-3) 

Nov. 12. 1813. 

Two friends of mine (Mr. Rogers and Mr. Sharpe) have advised me not to risk at present any single 

publication separately, for various reasons. As they have not seen the one in question, they can have no 

bias for or against the merits (if it has any) or the faults of the present subject of our conversation. You 

say all the last of ‘The Giaour’ are gone—at least out of your hands. Now, if you think of publishing 

any new edition with the last additions which have not yet been before the reader (I mean distinct from 

the two-volume publication), we can add ‘The Bride of Abydos,’ which will thus steal quietly into the 

world: if liked, we can then throw off some copies for the purchasers of former ‘Giaours;’ and, if not, I 

can omit it in any future publication. What think you? I really am no judge of those things, and with all 

my natural partiality for one’s own productions, I would rather follow any one’s judgment than my 

own. 

 

P.S. Pray let me have the proofs I sent all to-night. I have some alterations that I have thought of that I 

wish to make speedily. I hope the proof will be on separate pages, and not all huddled together on a 

mile-long ballad-singing sheet, as those of The Giaour sometimes are; for then I can’t read them 

distinctly. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 12th 1813: 
(Source: Ms. Cheltenham Ladies College; this text from LJM 47) 

[To – / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. / 50 A
e
. Street / Byron.] 

13 November 1813. 

Dear Sir – 

 Will you send me once more the G
our

 proof – it shall be returned tomorrow morning – & excuse the 

plague I have given you this day. – 

                                                 
127: This probably refers to corrections for the seventh edition of The Giaour which was published towards the 

end of November. It contained 75 pages. 

128: Thomas Davison was Murray’s printer. 
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  ever y
rs
. 

   B 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 13th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 281; BLJ III 163) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street –] 

 

Dear Sir – 

 Will you forward the letter to M
r
. Gifford – with the proof – there is an alteration I may make 

in Zuleika’s speech in 2
d
. C

o
 – (the only one of hers in that Canto) it is now thus – 

 

 “And curse – if I could curse – the day” 

it must be – 

 “And mourn – I <must> {dare} not curse – the day 

 That saw my solitary birth &
c
.
129

 

    &
c
. &

c
. ever y

rs
 [swirl] 

 

in the last M.S. lines sent – instead of “living heart” correct to “quivering heart”
130

 it is in line 9
th

. of the 

M.S. passage 

 ever y
rs
. again 

  [swirl] 

2:1 

Alter in the inscription
131

 

“the most affectionate respect” 

To 

“with every sentiment 

“of Regard & Respect 

[scrawl] 

[2:2 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 282; BLJ III 163) 

[To – / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street] 

 

 Alteration of a line in 

 Canto 2
d
. – 

  Instead of 

 “And tints tomorrow with a fancied ray – 

print 

 “And tints tomorrow with prophetic ray 
132

 

————— 

 “The evening beam that smiles the clouds away  

 “And tints tomorrow’s hope with heavenly ray 

or 

       gilds 

         or 

 “And      the hope of Morning with its’ ray – 

       tints 

         or 

 “And gilds’ tomorrow’s hope with heavenly ray – 

<M
r
. Murray into> 

Dear Sir 

 I wish you would ask M
r
. G which of these is best – or rather not worst 

  ever y
rs
 

   B 

                                                 
129: Bride 649-50. 

130: Bride 1131. 

131: Bride is dedicated to Lord Holland. 

132: Bride 883. 
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[1:3 blank.] 

 

[1:4 inverted below address:] 

 

You can send the request contained 

in this at the same time – with 

the revise – after I have seen 

the said revise — — 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 282; BLJ III 164) 

The note from Murray to which this one replies has not been found. 

 

Certainly
133

 – do you suppose that no one but the Galileans are acquainted with Adam & Eve & Cain & 

Noah – why I might have had Solomon & Abraham & David & even Moses on the other – when you 

know that <the> Zuleika is the Persian poetical name for Potiphers wife on whom & Joseph there is a 

long poem – in the Persian this will 

 

1:2 

 

not surprise you – if you want authority – look at Jones – D’Herbelot – Vathek – or the Notes to the 

Arabian N
s
 – & if you think it necessary model this into a note. – – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 283; BLJ III 164-5) 

[To / J. M
y
 Esq

re
. / 50 Albemarle Street. –] 

Byron is proud of his oriental authenticity. 

 

Dear Sir – I send you a note for the ignorant – but I really wonder at finding you among them. – I don’t 

care one lump of Sugar for my poetry – but for my costume – and my correctness on those points (of 

which I think the funeral was a proof) I will combat lustily. – 

  y
rs
. ever 

   B 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 165) 

[To J
no

 Murray Esq
re

 / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

 

Let the Revise which I sent just now (and <(> not the proof in M
r
. G’s possession) be returned to the 

printer as there are several additional corrections & 2 new lines in it. 

  y
rs
. &

c
. 

   [swirl] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 283; BLJ III 166) 

[To – / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street –] 

 

Dear Sir – M
r
. Hodgson has looked over & stopped or rather pointed this revise which must be the one 

to print from. – He has also made some suggestions with most of which I have complied – as he has 

always for these ten years been a very sincere & by no means (at times) flattering critic of mine. – He 

likes {it} (you will think flatteringly<)> in this instance) better than the Giaour – but doubts (and so do 

I) it being 

 

1:2 

 

so popular – but contrary to some others – advises a separate publication – On this we can easily decide 

– I confess I like the double form better – 

                                                 
133: Mu. seems to be querying Selim’s use of “Cain” at Bride 686. B. appends a note. 
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Hodgson says it is better versified – than any of the others – which is odd if true – as it has cost me less 

time – (though more hours at a time) than any attempt I ever made. 

  y
rs
. ever 

   [swirl] 

[the postscript is across the bottom of 1:2 and 1:3:] 

 

P.S. – Do attend to the punctuation – I cant – for I dont know a comma – at least where to place one. ––

––– 

 

[Vertically up the middle of 1:3:] 

 

That Tory of a Printer has omitted two lines of the opening – and perhaps more – which were in the 

M.S. Will you pray – give him a hint of accuracy. – 

I have reinserted the 2 – but they were in the Manuscript I can swear. – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 17th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 284; BLJ III 166-7) 

Byron does not want to discuss the question of payment for The Giaour or The Bride. 

Nov
r
. 17

th
. 1813 

My Dear Sir – 

 That you and I may distinctly understand each other on a subject which like “the dreadful 

reckoning when men smile no more”
134

 makes conversation not very pleasant I think it is as well to 

write a few lines on y
e
. topic. – 

Before I left town for Yorkshire – you said that you were ready & willing to give five hundred guineas 

for y
e
. copyright of “the Giaour” and my answer was – from which I do not mean to recede – that we 

would discuss the point at Xmas. – 

 

1:2 

 

The new story may or may not succeed – the probability under present circumstances seems to be that 

it may at least pay its expences – but even that remains to be proved – & till it is proved one way or the 

other we will say nothing about it. – Thus then be it – I will postpone all arrangement about it & the 

Giaour also till Easter 1814 – and you shall then according to your own notions of fairness make your 

own offer for the two – at the same time I do not rate the last in my own estimation at half the Giaour – 

and according to your own notions of it’s worth – and it’s success 

 

1:3 

 

within the time mentioned – be the addition or deduction to or from whatever sum may be your 

proposal for <your> {the} first – which has already had its’ success. – – – 

My account with you since my last payment (which I believe <nearly> cleared it off within five pounds 

–) I presume has not much increased – but whatever it is – have the goodness to send it me – that I may 

at least meet you on even terms. – The pictures of Phillips
135

 I consider as mine all three – & the one 

(not the Arnaut) of the 2 best – is much at your service if you will accept it as a present from y
rs
. very 

truly 

 Biron 

1:4 

 

P.S. – 

 The {expence of} engraving from the Miniature send me on my account
136

 – as it was destroyed 

by my desire – & have the goodness to burn that detestable print from it immediately. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, London, November 18th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 221-2; LJM 48-9) 

Murray answers the previous item. 
Nov

r
. 18

th
. 1813. 

                                                 
134: Gay, The What d’ye call’t, II ix. 

135: Peach figs. 31, 32 and 38. 

136: The plate of Meyer’s engraving of Sanders’ portrait (Peach fig.14), which B. had had destroyed. 
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Thursday 

My Dear Lord 

 I am very anxious that our business transactions should occur frequently, and that they should be 

settled immediately – for short accounts are favourable to long friendships –  

 I restore the Giaour to your Lordship entirely, and for it – the Bride of Abydos – and the 

miscellaneous Poems, intended to fill up the volume of the small edition – I beg leave to offer your 

Lordship the sum of One Thousand Guineas – and I shall be happy if your Lordship perceive that my 

estimation of your talents in my character <as> {of} a man of business – is not much under my 

admiration of them, as a man.
137

 

 I do most heartily accept the offer of your Lordships Portrait, as the most noble mark of friendship 

with which your Lordship could, in any way, honour me – I do assure your Lordship that I am truly 

proud of being distinguished as your publisher – and that it will be my anxious endeavour to preserve, 

through life, the happiness 

 

The Lord Byron 

 

1:2 

 

of your Lordships steady confidence. 

 I shall ever continue, 

 your Lordships faithful servant 

 John Murray
138

 

 

[1:3 and 1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 1813: 
(Source: Ms. Princeton Taylor; this text from BLJ III 169) 

 

Dear Sir – You will cut out the last half of the note I sent you – & only print down to for us both.
139

 – – 

these words will conclude the note. – 

yrs. truly 

B 

P.S. – If I could see you for 5 minutes about 1 or 2 – you would oblige me – there is a parcel I cant 

send – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 285; BLJ III 169) 

[To –  / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 – Albemarle Street. –] 

 

More work for the Row – I am doing my best to beat the “Giaour” no difficult task for anyone but the 

author. 

 y
rs
 truly 

  B 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 169) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

 

To make you some amends for eternally pestering you with alterations I send you Cobbett to confirm 

your orthodoxy. – 

One more alteration of a into “The” – in the M.S. – 

it must be 

 “The heart whose softness – &
c
.
140

 

 

                                                 
137: In this paragraph, Smiles’ pencilled emendations are visible, changing “your Lordship” to “you”. 

138: Decorated underlining. 

139: Bride, authorial note to 179. 

140: Bride 180. 
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Remember – and in the inscription “to the Right Hon
ble

. Lord H.” without the previous names Henry 

&
c
. 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 286; BLJ III 170) 

[To J. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

Byron distributes advanced copies of The Bride of Abydos. 

 

Dear Sir – 

 I have no time to cross-investigate but – I believe & hope all is right – I care less than you will 

believe about it’s success – but I can’t survive a single misprint – it choaks me to see words misused by 

the Printers. – Pray look over in case of some eyesore escaping me. 

 ever y
rs
 

  [swirl] 

 

P.S. – Send the earliest copies – to M
r
. Frere – M

r
. Canning – M

r
. Heber – M

r
. Gifford – L

d
. Holland – 

L
y
. Melbourne – (Whitehall) L

y
. C L Brocket – M

r
. 

 

1:2 

 

Hodgson Cambridge – M
r
. Merivale – M

r
. Ward – from y

e
. Author. – 

 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 286; BLJ III 172-3) 

[To / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street. –] 

The letter in which Murray asks for “some reflections” is missing. 
 

Dear Sir – You wanted some reflections – and I send you per Selim (in his speech in Canto 2
d
. page 46) 

eighteen lines
141

 in decent couplets of a pensive if not ethical tendency. – One more revise poz. the last 

if decently done – at any rate the penultimate. – Mr. C’s
142

 approbation (if he did approve) I need not 

say makes me proud – as to printing – print as you will & how you will – by itself if you like – but let 

me have a few copies in duets. 

 ever y
rs
. 

  B – 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, late 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 53) 

[The Lord Byron] 

Murray answers the previous item. 

 

Your Lordship may rely upon the careful insertion of the beautiful addition which I have just received. 

 Murray 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 287; BLJ III 173) 

[To / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

 / 50 A
l
. Street.] 

 

You must pardon me once more as it is all for your good – it must be thus – 

                                                 
141: Andrew Nicholson calculates Bride II 398-416. 

142: Canning. 
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 “He makes a Solitude – & calls it – Peace. –
143

 

 

“Makes” – is closer to the passage of Tacitus
144

 from which the line is taken – & is besides a stronger 

word than “leaves” 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

 

 “Mark – where his carnage & his conquests cease – 

 “He makes a Solitude – and calls it – peace! – 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, November 20th 1813 (i: ??): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 50) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord 

 Turn to Page 374 of Mad. De Staels Translation Vol I
+1 145

 & you will find to my mind a <c> still 

clearer explanation of “The Music of the Face” 

 I will call tomorrow between 1 & 2 – 

  ever your Lordships 

   Ser
t
. 

  J.M. 

 

at ye Bottom of ye Page 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, November 20th 1813 (ii: ??): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 51) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Dear Lord – 

 I declare to God the more I have occasion to read the Poem
146

 the more it delights me – Giffords 

word <was> conveyed a just Criticism – it is 

 

Beautiful 

 

 M
r
 Heber agrees entirely with M

r
 Gifford – 

 – So My Lord let me print it separately – and allow the <prop> Venturous Proposal in my Letter to 

Stand accepted – & then I may boldly congratulate you upon having passed in Copy Right even Scott – 

 ever faithfully 

 your Lordships friend 

 & Servant 

 Jno Murray 

 

Saturday 

11 at N
t
. 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, November 22nd 1813 (??): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 52) 

[The Lord Byron] 

                                                 
143: Bride 913. 

144: The line echoes Tacitus, Germania: Ubi solitudenem faciunt, pacem appelant. 

145: Mu. refers to the translation of de l’Allemagne, which he had published earlier in 1813. 

146: Bride. 
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A scrap, 20 x 12.3 cm. 

 

My Lord 

 M
r
 Canning returned the Poem

147
 today with very warm expressions of delight – I told him your 

delicacy as to a separate publication – of which, he said, you should you should remove every 

apprehension. 

 I expect to be able to send the Proof to yr Lordship presently – 

 J.M. 

 

Monday 

 

[reverse blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, November 23rd 1813 (ii: ??): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 54) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

Gen
l
. Sir To

s
 Graham commands the Expedition to Holland

148
 

 

My Lord 

 I forgot to tell you that Rogers Poems are a very leading Article in the Edinb. Rev. wch I saw for 

ten minutes today – L’Allemagne is the last Article in High Praise – 

 ever yr Lordships 

 Serv
t
 

 J.M. 

 

N.B. M
r
 Hammond

149
 tells me M

r
 Wards hour is 6 poz 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, London, November 24th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 221; LJM 56) 

 

My dear Lord – & Master 

 I am so very anxious to procure the best criticism or opinion upon the Bride
150

 – that I ventured 

last night to introduce her to the protection of – M
r
 Frere – He has just returned – delighted – he is quite 

delighted – he read several passages to M
r
 Heber as exquisitely beautiful he says there is a simplicity 

runs through the whole that reminds him of the Ancient Ballad – He thinks it equal to anything your 

Lordship has produced – I asked if it was equal to the Giaour – he said that the Giaour contained 

perhaps a greater number of Splendid Passages – but that the mind carries something to rest upon after 

rising from the Bride of Abydos – it is more perfect – He made one or two remarks – He says that such 

words as Gul – & Bulbul,
151

 though not unpoetical in them 

 

1:2 

 

selves – but that it is in bad taste, and ought not to receive the Sanction of yr Lordships example – on 

the same plan our language might be stripped to the Pronoun – 

 

& scarcely in the chace could cope 

with Timid Fawn –
152

 

 

Cope is to meet in conflict 

                                                 
147: Bride. 

148: Sir Thomas Graham (1748-1843) had been given the job of supporting the Dutch against the French. 

149: George Hammond, friend of Canning and co-editor of the Anti-Jacobin. 

150: Bride would be published on December 2nd. 

151: For “Gul”, see for example Bride 8; for “Bulbul”, see for example 288. 

152: Bride, 136-7. 
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In the passage Stanz IX p 12-13 – wch M
r
 F though particularly fine he thinks that the dimness of sight 

occasion by abstraction of mind is rendered less complete by defining the Sabre Stroke as right Sharply 

dealt.
153

 

At page 38 the Parenthesis renders the sense less intelligible 

He don’t like the arrangement of 

and one was red – perchance of guilt – 

Ah! how without can blood be spilt?
154

 

  it is easily changed 

one was red, with Guilt no doubt 

ah how could blood be spilt without 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 287; BLJ III 175) 

[To / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

 / 50 A
l
. Street.] 

 

Dear Sir – 

 If you look over this carefully by the last proof with my corrections it is probably right – this 

you can do as well or better – I have not now time. – The copies I mentioned to be sent to different 

friends last night I should wish to be <bound><up> {<[  ]>} made up with the new Giaours if it also is 

ready – if not send the {G
s
} afterwards. – the M P

t
 says I am the Author of Nourjahad!!

155
 this comes of 

lending the <prints> {drawings} for 

 

1:2 

 

their dresses – but it is not worth a formal contradiction. – Besides – the criticisms on the supposition 

will some of them be quite amusing & furious. – The Orientalism – which I hear is very splendid of the 

Melodrame (whosever it is & I am sure I don’t know) is as good as an Advertisement for your Eastern 

stories – by filling their heads with glitter. –  

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

1:3 

 

P.S. – 

 You will of course say the truth – that I am not the Melo-dramatist if any one charges me in 

your presence with the performance. – – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 28th 1813 (i): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 288; BLJ III 176) 

Nov
r
. 28

th
. 1813 

Dear Sir – Send another copy (if not too much of a request) to L
y
. Holland of the Journal in my name 

when you receive this – it is for Earl Grey – and I will relinquish my own. – Also to M
r
. Sharpe – L

y
. 

H
d
 and L

y
. C L copies of “the Bride” as soon as convenient. 

 ever y
rs
. 

  BIRON 

 

P.S. – M
r
. W & myself still continue our purpose – but I shall not trouble you on any arrangement on 

the score of “the Giaour & Bride” till our return
156

 – or at any rate before May – 1814 – that is six 

months from hence – and before that time you will be able to ascertain how far your offer may be a 

losing one – if so – you can deduct proportionally – & if not I shall not at any rate allow you to go 

higher than your present proposal which is very handsome & more than fair. – – – – I have had but this 

must be “entre nous” a very kind note on the subject of “the Bride” from Sir J M
157

 – & an invitation to 

go there this Even which it is now too late to accept. – 

                                                 
153: Frere is speaking of Bride, 170 et seq., and 246 et seq. 

154: Bride, 607-8. 

155: Illusion, or the Trances of Nourjahad, an anonymous Oriental melodrama just premiered at Drury Lane. 

156: There is no “return”, for B. doesn’t leave. 

157: Sir John Malcolm. 
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Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 28th 1813 (ii): 

(Source: Ms. Princeton Taylor; this text from BLJ III 175) 

Novr. 28th. 1813 

Dr. Sr.—In page 45 of “the Giaour” there is an error line second “agel” for “Angel” which with a little 

botching it may not yet be too late to rectify.—I have as yet discovered no other erratum in either—but 

have not redde ye. notes.— 

yrs. ever 

B 

P.S. – Let this mistake be rectified if possible in any way. –  

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 28th 1813 (iii ?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 177) 

 

Alteration of these lines – you will <not> recollect the page (it is 46) 

 

 – – –  “Man’s warring kind 

 “Mark <–> where his carnage & his conquests cease – 

 “He <leaves> {makes} a Solitude – and calls it – peace!
158

 

 

you will perceive that the sense is now clearer the “He” refers to “Man” in the preceding couplet. 

y
rs
. &

c
. [swirl] 

[1:2 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 28th 1813 (iv ?): 

(Source: this text from BLJ III 177) 

 

Page 45 (I believe but having no copy am not certain) after line 

 

 “And tints tomorrow with prophetic ray 

read 

 “Sweet as his native song to Exile’s ears 

 Shall sound each tone thy long – loved voice endears.
159

 

 

Insert this in its proper place – as also the other insertions & alterations before sent on the first 

opportunity 

B 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 29th 1813 (?): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 289; BLJ III 181) 

Sunday – Monday 

Morning – 3 o’clock in 

my doublet & hose – swearing. 

Dear Sir – 

 I send you in time an Errata page containing an omission of mine which must be thus added as 

it is too late for insertion in the text – the passage
160

 is an imitation altogether from Medea in Ovid – & 

is incomplete without these two lines – pray let this be done & directly – it is necessary – will add one 

page to your book-(making) & can do no harm & is yet in time {for the public} – Answer me – thou 

Oracle – in the Affirmative – you can send the loose pages to those who have 

 

1:2 

 

copies already {if they like} – but certainly to all the Critical copy holders. – 

 ever y
rs
. 

  Biron 

 

                                                 
158: Bride, 911-13. 

159: Bride, 888-9. 

160: Bride 938-9 echo the words of Medea at Ovid, Metamorphoses, VII, 66-9. 
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P.S. – I have got out of my bed – (in which however I could not sleep whether I had amended this or 

not) & so Good Morning – 

I am trying whether De L’Allemagne will act as an opiate – but I doubt it. – 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 29th 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 290; BLJ III 181-2) 

The Murray note to which this small note responds has not been found. 
[To / J. Murray Esq

re
 / 50 A

l
. Street. –] 

 

D
r
. Sir – 

“You have looked at it! to much purpose to allow so stupid a blunder to stand – it is not “courage” but 

“Carnage”
161

 & if you don’t want me cut my own throat – see it altered. – – 

I am sorry to hear of the fall of Dresden –  

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late November 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 183) 

 

Print this at the end of All that is of “Bride of Abydos” as an Errata page 

 Bn 

————— 

Omitted Canto 2
d
. 

page 47 – after line 449 

“So that these arms cling closer round my neck 

Read 

“Then – if my <tongue> {lip} once murmurs – it must be 

“No sigh for safety – but a prayer for thee!
162

 

[1:2 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, late November 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 292; BLJ III 183) 

[To,  / J
no

. Murray Esqre. / 50 Albemarle Street.] 

Sent on the same day as the previous item. 

Tuesday Even. 

Dear Sir – 

 For the sake of correctness particularly in an E
r
. page – the alteration of the couplet I have just 

sent {(half an hour ago)} must take place in spite of delay or cancel – let me see the proof early 

tomorrow – I found out “murmur” to be a neuter verb & have been obliged to alter the line so as to 

make it a substantive thus 

 y
rs
. 

  [two swirls] 

———————— 

 “The deepest murmur of this life shall be 

 No sigh for Safety but a prayer for thee!
163

 

 

don’t send the copies to the country till this is all right. – y
rs
 [swirl] 

 

[reverse blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, late November 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 58) 

Murray answers the two previous items. 

                                                 
161: Bride 912. 

162: Bride 937-9. 

163: Ibid. 
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My dear Lord 

 I write, chiefly, to assure you that the errata was instantly sent to the printer & that it shall be 

inserted in every future Copy – I had determined, at first, to cancel the leaf, but, your Lordship will 

readily perceive, that the insertion would disarrange the figures denoting the number of the lines – but 

in the next batch of Copies (after first 1500) it shall be regularly inserted – in the first instance, I submit 

to your Lordship, if we might not insert the Errata opposite to the opening of the Poem, by wch means, 

the reader will be provided against the omission &, probably, {will} insert the two lines with his pen 

 

1:2 

 

so as not to disturb him when he comes to the place – if inserted at the end, the two lines will lose their 

effect – 

 

 Although nothing can alter my determination as to the sum I had the honour of offering to your 

Lordship for the two Poems – yet I am less sensible to your Lordships extreme liberal<I>ity & 

kindness – 

 I have sent the Mem
r
. To Lady H. & Copies of the Bride to the two other persons named in 

 

1:3 

 

your lordships obliging note – 

 I send yr Lordship a Note wch I have just received from Lord Melvilles private Sect
y
 M’ Hay, a 

gentleman of whose taste I have a high opinion. 

 ever faithfully 

  yr Lordships Ser
t
 

   Jno Murray 

 

Monday 

 1 o Clock 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, November 29th 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 290; BLJ III 182) 

In Byron’s opinion, The Bride of Abydos is the first respectable poem that he’s completed. He 

answers the previous item. 

 

Dear Sir – 

 You will act as you please upon that point – but whether I go or stay – I shall not say another 

word on y
e
 subject till May – nor then unless quite convenient to yourself. – I have many things I wish 

to leave to your care – principally papers – the vases need not be now sent as M
r
. W is gone to 

Scotland. – You are right about the E
r
 Page – place it at the beginning. – – 

M
r
. Perry is a little premature in his compliments – these may 

 

1:2 

 

do harm by exciting expectation – & I think we ought to be above it – though I see the next paragraph 

is on the Journal which makes me suspect you as the author of both. – Would it not have been as well 

to have said in 2 Cantos in the Advertisement? they will else think of fragments a species of 

composition very well for once like one ruin in a view – but one would not build a town of them – The 

Bride such as it is is my first entire com= 

 

1:3 

 

=position {of any length –} (except Satire & be d – d to it) for the G
r
 is but a string of passages – & C

d
 

Ha
d
 is & I rather think always will be unconcluded. – – I return Mr. Hay’s note with thanks to him & 

you. – There have been some epigrams on M
r
. W

d
 one I see today – the first I did not see but heard 

yesterday – the second seems very bad – and M
r
. P has placed it over your puff – I only hope that M

r
. 

W. does not believe that I had any connection with either – the Regent is the only person on 
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1:4 

 

whom I ever expectorated an epigram or ever should – & even if I were disposed that way – I like {& 

value} M
r
. W. too well to allow my politics <such> to <expand> {contract} into spleen – or to admire 

anything intended to annoy him or his. – You need not take the trouble to answer this – as I shall see 

you in y
e
. course of y

e
. Afternoon – 

 y
rs
. very truly 

  [swirl] 

 

P.S. I have said this much about the epigrams because I live so much in the opposite camp – & from 

my post as an Engineer – might be suspected as y
e
. flinger of these hand Grenadoes – but with a worthy 

foe I am all for open war
164

 – & not this bush-fighting – & have had nor will have anything to do with 

it – I do not know the author. – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 185-6) 

 

“Ecce Homo”
165

 – published by Cobbett’s man – Eaton
166

 – I want to see this publication – it must be 

obtained soon – as Eaton is about to be compelled to Suppression. – 

 
[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJM 61) 

 
An enquiry into the true parentage of Jesus Christ by M

r
. Taylor of Norwich

167
 – it is sold (privately) 

by Pople Chancery Lane – 

Get me a copy as a favour at any price or in any manner. – 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 185-6) 

[To / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

.] 

A strip of paper, 23 x 8.7 cm. 

 

Will you have the kindness to lend me your Buccaneer’s Journal
168

 for the Evening? 

yr
s
. &

c
. [swirl] 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 1813 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 186-7) 

The song is addressed to Frances Wedderburn Webster. 

 

I send you some lines which may as well be called a Song as anything else – it will do for the latter 

pages of any new Edition 

B 

a Song 

 

1 

 Thou art not false, but thou art fickle 

  <And seekest often> 

  To those thyself so fondly sought; 

                                                 
164: Milton, Paradise Lost II l.51 (Moloch speaks). 

165: Ecce Homo by the philosophe Baron d’Holbach (1723-89) was reputed to be blasphemous. 

166: Daniel Eaton had often been imprisoned for sedition and blasphemy. 

167: A Letter Concerning the Two First Chapters of Luke (1811), by Southey’s friend William Taylor. 

168: B.’s nickname for The Journal of Llewellin Penrose, a Seaman (but published 1815: this may be its Ms). 
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 The tears that thou hast forced to trickle 

  Are doubly bitter from that thought, 

 ’Tis this which breaks the heart thou grievest, 

 Too well thou lov’st – too soon thou leavest. 

 

2 

 The wholly false the heart despises 

  And spurns deceiver & deceit, 

 But her who not a thought disguises, 

  Whose Love is as sincere as sweet, 

 When She can change who loved so truly 

 It feels what mine has felt so newly. 

 

3 

 To dream of joy & wake to sorrow 

  Is doomed to all who love or live 

 And if when conscious on the Morrow 

  We scarce our Fancy can forgive 

 That cheated us in Slumber only 

 To leave the waking soul more lonely. 

 

4 

 What must they feel whom no false Vision 

  But truest tenderest Passion warmed, 

 Sincere, but swift in sad transition, 

  As if a Dream alone had charmed, 

 Ah sure such Grief is Fancy’s scheming, 

 And all thy Change can be but dreaming. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 2nd 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 295; BLJ III 188) 

 

Dear Sir – 

 When you can – let the couplet enclosed
169

 – be inserted either in the page or in the Errata page 

– I trust it is in time for some of the copies. – this alteration is in the same part (the page but one 

before) the last insertion sent 

 y
rs
. &

c
. 

  [swirl] 

Dec
r
. 2

d
. 1813 – 

 

P.S. – I am afraid from all 

 

1:2 

 

I hear that people are rather inordinate in their expectations which is very unlucky but cannot now be 

helped – this comes of M
r
. Perry – & one’s wise friends – but do not you wind your hopes of success to 

the same pitch for fear of accidents – and I can assure you that my philosophy will stand the test very 

fairly – and I have done – <or rather left undone> everything to ensure you at all events from 

{positive} loss – which will be some satisfaction to both. – 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 2nd 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 297; BLJ III 190) 

[To / J. Murray Esq
re

 / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

Byron “agrees” that The Giaour is immoral. 

 

                                                 
169: Couplet (for Bride) unidentified. 
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I send you a scratch or two – the which heal –      The C. Observer is very savage but certainly 

uncommonly well written – & quite uncomfortable at the naughtiness of book & author. – I rather 

suspect you wont much like the present to be more moral – if it is to share also the usual fate of your 

virtuous volume. – 

 

1:2 

 

Let me see a proof of the 6 before incorporation. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 3rd 1813 (i): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 298; BLJ III 190-1) 

Byron’s supposed expertise in things oriental looks unimpressive in the light of this request. 

 

Dec. 3. 1813. 

Look out in the Encyclopedia article Mecca whether it is there or at Medina the Prophet is entombed
170

 

– if at Medina the first lines of my alteration must run – 

 

  “Blest – as the <strain> {call} which from Medina’s {dome} 

  Invites Devotion to her Prophet’s tomb 

    &c. 

    if at “Mecca” the lines may stand as before. – Page 45. C
o
. 2

d
. – 

         Bride of Abydos. 

     y
r
. 

      [swirl] 

 

You will find this out either by Article – Mecca – Medina – or Mohammed – I have no book of 

reference by me. – 

 

[reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to John Murray, December 3rd 1813 (ii): 

(Source: from Morgan Library MA 0062, 286952, Item 41; unpublished?) 

Transcription by Paul Curtis, modified 

 

[in another hand: “Lord Byron to John Murray  7”] 

Dec. 3 – 1813 

Dear Sir –  

                  I send you back the copy – that – when the <xx> alteration is printed from page 45 (to 

which I request you to turn) you may perceive another insertion of 2 lines <of two xxxx lines> – tho 4 

are in the margin – you will be good enough to attend to this as soon as possible – either in the Errata 

page – or the leaf itself – as you please  

                             yrs.  

                                B  

 
Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 3rd 1813 (iii?): 

(Source: NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 298; BLJ III 191) 

[To J. Murray Esqre.] 

 

Did you look out? is it Medina or Mecca that contains the holy sepulchre? – don’t make me blaspheme 

by your negligence – I have no book of reference or I would save you the trouble I blush as a good 

Mussulman to have confused the point. 

   y
rs
. 

    [swirl] 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 4th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 299; BLJ III 191-2) 

                                                 
170: B is polishing Bride 155 or 312. 
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Dec
r
.<3/> 4

th
. 1813 

Dear Sir – I have redde through your Persian tale
171

 – & have taken y
e
. liberty of making some remarks 

on y
e
. blank pages – there are {many} beautiful passages and an interesting story – and I cannot give 

<you> a stronger proof that such is my opinion than by the date of the hour 2 o clock – till which It has 

kept me awake without a yawn. – The conclusion is not quite correct in costume – there is no 

Mussulman suicide on record – at least for love. – But this matters not – the tale must be written by 

some one – who has been on the spot – and I wish him – & he 

 

1:2 

 

deserves success. – Will you apologize to the author for the liberties I have taken with his M.S – had I 

been less awake to & interested in his theme – I had been less obtrusive – but you know I always take 

this in good part – & I hope he will. It is difficult to say what will succeed – & still more to pronounce 

what will not – I am at this moment in that uncertainty – (on our own score) & it is no small proof of 

the author’s powers – to be able to charm & fix a mind’s attention on similar subjects and climates in 

such a predicament – that he may have the same effect upon all his readers is very sincerely the wish – 

& hardly the doubt of 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 6th 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 300; BLJ III 192) 

Byron is still polishing The Bride of Abydos. 

 

P.S. – I hope & trust the not was inserted in the first Edition – we must have something anything to set 

it right – it is enough to answer for one’s own bulls – without other people’s. 

 

Dear Sir – 

 It is all very well except that the lines are not numbered properly – and a diabolical mistake 

page 67 which must be corrected with the pen if no other way remains – it is the omission of “not” 

before “disagreeable” in the note on the amber rosary.
172

 – This is really horrible & nearly as bad as the 

stumble of mine at the Threshold – I mean the misnomer of bride – pray do not let a copy go without 

the not – it is nonsense & worse than nonsense as it now stands – I wish the Printer was saddled with a 

vampire. – 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

 

P.S. – It is still hath instead of have in page 20 – never was anyone so misused as I am by your Devils 

of printers. – 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 7th 1813: 

(Source: Ms. Beinecke; this text from BLJ III 192) 

Tuesday Even. – Decr. 7 1813 

Dear Sir – Among the heap of blotted M.S.S. I gave you are some which don’t belong to the mass – & 

some left out – 1 shall be obliged to you to let me have ye. bundle early tomorrow – & if you would 

like to have it again it shall be sent 

yrs. truly 

B 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, December 7th 1813 (??): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 61) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord 

                                                 
171: Mu. may have lent B. the Ms. of Gally Knight’a Ilderim, A Syrian Tale, which he publishes in 1816. 

172: Bride, authorial note to 543. 
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 I send the MSS – which, anticipating your desire to see it again (I suppose) you will find in the 

same arrangement as when I received it 

 I trust your Lordship will favour me with it again as I am desirous to bind it up hereafter with the 

papers which I have already – 

 J.M. 

 

Tuesday N
t
. 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

December 8th 1813: Byron writes The Devil’s Drive, and fair-copies it on December 9th. He never 

mentions it in correspondence – only in his journal. 

 

Mid-December 1813: seventh edition of The Giaour published; the poem is now complete at 1334 

lines. The Bride of Abydos published. 

 
Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 14th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 306; BLJ III 197) 

Byron attempts a letter in Elizabethan English, and for several lines tries an antique hand, with 

crazy italics in the middle. 

 
Deare Sir – Send ye. Er of ye. new Rw a copy as he hath had ye trouble of 

two walks on yr. acct. As to the man of the Satirist – I hope you have too much spirit to allow 

a single sheet to be offered as a peace offering to him or any one – If you do – expect never to be 

forgiven by me – if he is not personal he is quite welcome to his opinion – & if he is – I have my own 

remedy. – – 

 

1:2 

 

Send a copy double to D
r
. Clarke (ye traveller) Cambrigge by ye. first opportunitie 

– & let me see you in ye. morninge yt. I may mention certain thinges ye. wh. 

require sundrie though slight alterations. – Sir 

yr. Servitor 

Biron 

Decr. 

 y
e
. 14

th
. 

  1813. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 14th 1813 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43487; text from BLJ III 197) 

 

Send a double copy to Dr. Clarke Cambridge – Trumpington – Cawthorne is sending to Mr. Hobhouse 

Vienna
173

 & it is a good opportunity for a number of the Quarterly – Send it it will please him. 

B 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 16th 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 201) 

 

Insert page 57 Canto 2
d
. 

after line 633 

 “What quenched it’s ray – the blood that thou hast shed” 

Insert 

 “Hark to the hurried question of Despair! 

 “Where is my child? – an Echo answers – ‘Where?”
174

 

+ Note 

 

<And> “I came to the place of my birth 

                                                 
173: H. is in fact in Dresden. This night he sees Schiller’s Maria Stuart (and passes no comment on it). 

174: Bride, 1143-5. 
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“and cried <where are> “the friends of my Youth, where 

“are they?’ and an Echo answered ‘Where are they’ 

 “From an Arabic M.S. 

 

The above <note> {quotation} (from which the idea in the text is taken) must be already familiar to 

every reader – it is {<contained> given} in the first annotation page 67 of “the Pleasures of Memory.” 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 17th 1813 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 201) 

[To – / M
r
. Murray –] 

A sheet 25 x 40 cm with most of the paper blank. 

 

Dear Sir – There is a line in Canto 2
d
. 

 

 “A thousand swords – thy Selim’s heart – &
c
. 

let it be 

 “A thousand swords – with Selim’s heart & hand &
c
.
175

 

it is in page 45. – 

 

I shall see M
r
. Dallas today at 5 – & for particular reasons think & hope that I shall be able 

notwithstanding your feud to settle what you wish – at any rate I will do my best.
176

 

 y
rs
. truly 

  BN 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, December 17th 1813 (i?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 62) 

 

My dear Lord 

 I send you a proof of the corrections &c which you sent me yesterday & if you are so good as to let 

me have them soon today it will oblige an impatient Public. 

 I have to ask a favour of your Lordship which is particular because of its obvious delicacy – 

 A M
r
 Dallas (whom I take to be our friends) Nephew

177
 has just come over from America & has 

brought with him an exceedingly humorous work called 

 

1:2 

 

Scotch Fiddle by Knickerbocker
178

 – which I am most anxious to get and to Print here – if your 

Lordship feel that you could obtain this by an early application – or I shall be anticipated – it would do 

me a great Service though it cannot add to the brimming cup of my obligation to your Kindness 

 Jno Murray 

 

Friday 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, London, December 17th 1813 (ii): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; not in LJM) 

This seems sent on the same day as the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

                                                 
175: Bride, 892-3. 

176: In fact B. gives R.C.Dallas the copyright to The Corsair, to sell to whom he wishes. 

177: George Mifflin Dallas was the son of the U.S. Attorney General. 

178: The Lay of the Scotch Fiddle is a parody of The Lay of the Last Minstrel by James Kirke Paulding. 
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 I send you what will I think prove a treat in the originality of Knickerbocker – you will make 

allowances for its locality
179

 – I entreat you to keep the book to yourself as if I get the other I will 

publish this – 

 Mr Gifford & Mr Rose are here 

  ever Dear Sir 

   yrs 

    J M 

After the other 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

December 18th-31st 1813: Byron writes and fair-copies The Corsair. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 18th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; BLJ III 201) 

[To J.Murray Esq
re

 / 50 Al. Street. –] 

 

D
r
. S

r
. – Can you send me y

e
. J

y
 or at least M

r
. Hobhouse’s [work?] of it tonight & also y

e
. proof of C 

H
e
.
180

 as am anxious to see the one –  correct y
e
 other before tomorrow morning 

 y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

Dec
r
. 18 – 1813 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, December 27th 1813: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43487; LJ II 312; BLJ III 203-4) 

 

P.S. – <My interest in [d’Arblay?] started with you> 

 

Dear Sir 

 L
d
. Holland is laid up with y

e
 gout & would feel very much obliged if you could obtain & send 

as soon as possible M
e
. D’Arblay’s

181
 (or even Miss Edgeworth’s thing)

182
 new work. – I know they are 

not out but it is perhaps possible for your Majesty to command what we cannot with much su{e}ing 

purchase as yet. – I need not say that when you are able or willing to confer the same favour on me I 

shall be obliged – I would almost fall sick myself to got at M
e
. D’Arblay’s writings. 

  y
rs
. ever 

   [swirl] 

London Dec
r
. 27

th
. 1813 

 

1:2 [at right angles:] 

 

You were talking today of y
e
. American E

n
 of a certain unquenchable memorial of my younger days – 

as it can’t be helped {now} – I own I have some curiosity to see a copy of transatlantic typography – 

this you will perhaps obtain – & one for yourself but I must beg that you will not import more – 

because seriously – I do wish to have that thing forgotten – as much as it has been forgiven. – – – – – If 

you send to y
e
. Globe E

r
. say that I want neither excuse nor contradiction but merely a discontinuance 

of a most illgrounded charge – I never was consistent in anything but my politics – & as my 

redemption depends on that solitary virtue – it is murder to carry away my last anchor. – 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street, December 30th 1813: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 64-5) 

[To / The R
t
 Honb

le
 Lord Byron / Bennet Street / S

t
 James’s] 

                                                 
179: It’s not clear what B. could find offensive about the book’s “locality”; perhaps Mu. means “its relation to 

Scott”. 

180: This is the seventh edition of CHP I and II, the first to carry the dedication To Ianthe. 

181: Madame d’Arbly (Fanny Burney), The Wanderer, or Female Difficulties (1814). 

182: Maria Edgeworth, Patronage (1814). 
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Byron has given the copyright of The Corsair to Dallas, to sell to the highest bidder; whether he 

has told Murray this by word or letter we do not know. Murray is very upset: a poor way for him 

to end 1813. This message is in an envelope. 
 

My Lord 

 I feel nearly as little able to write to you, as I was to speak – without motive, or object, & merely 

from caprice, to place me at the mercy of one, whom your Lordship told me, but a few days ago, would 

never forgive me – <is> were an act of consummate Cruelty which I can not conceive it possible for 

you seriously to <im> meditate – but it has produced the entire effect upon me – for I never felt 

<more> {so} bitterly unhappy <than> {as} at this moment – – If you really meant to give the Stab, you 

gave, to my feelings, may God, harden my heart against man, for never, never, would I attach myself to 

another – 

 

1:2 

 

 Indeed, my Lord, this is not worthy treatment of one whom you have suffered to absorb – the 

humble servant in the 

 faithful friend 

 

 John Murray 

 

Thursday 7 o Clock 

 Dec
r
 30 – 1813 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

1814: On February 1st The Corsair sells 10,000 copies on the first day of its publication. However, 

Byron refuses payment, signing away the copyright to R.C.Dallas. Up to 1816 he persistently 

refuses payment for his poems, but Murray pays him anyway. Byron takes an apartment in the 

Albany. He writes Ode to Napoleon Buonaparte, expressing partial disillusionment with the man 

who has hitherto been his hero. Lara is published on August 6th. In October he starts Hebrew 

Melodies, in collaboration with Isaac Nathan. In December he travels with Hobhouse to Seaham, 

County Durham, to marry Annabella Milbanke. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 14-15) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

 / 50 A
l
. Street. – 

Byron tries to reassure Murray. 
 

Dear Sir – 

 I will answer your letter this evening – in the mean time it may be sufficient to say – that 

there was no intention on my part to annoy you – but merely to serve Dallas – & also to rescue myself 

from a possible imputation that I had other objects than fame in writing so frequently – whenever I 

avail myself of any profit arising from my pen – depend upon it it is not for my own convenience – at 

least it never has been so – & I hope never will – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  B 

P.S. 

 I shall answer this evening – & will set all right about D
s
 – – – – I thank 

 

1:2 

 

you for your expressions of personal regard – which I can assure you I do not lightly value. – – –  

 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 2nd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 1; BLJ IV 14) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50. Albemarle Street. –] 
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Dear Sir / 

 Excuse this dirty paper
183

 – it is the penultimate half sheet of a quire. – – 

Thanks for your books & the L
dn

 Chron which I return – The Corsair is copied & now at L
d
. Hol’s but I 

wish M
r
. G

d
 to have it tonight. – M

r
. D

s
 is very perverse – so that I have offended both him & you – 

when I really meaned to do good at least to one – & certainly not to annoy either. – But I shall manage 

him I hope – I am pretty confident of the tale itself – but one cannot be sure. – If I get it from L
d
. H it 

shall be sent y
rs
. ever 

 [swirl] 

1814 Jan
y
. 2. Sunday. 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; not in BLJ; LJM 67-8) 

Bold section only in Byron’s hand. The text is not in Byron’s style. Byron has told Dallas to sell 

the copyright of The Corsair to Murray. 

4, Bennet Street, S
t
. James’s 

Tuesday Jan
y
. 4

th
: 1814. 

Sir 

 I have given the Copyright of my new Poem to be called The Corsair (the Manuscript of which I 

delivered into your hands on Sunday last) to M
r
. R. C. Dallas and desire that he may have all the 

benefit of it. You will therefore agree with him for the purchase of it and I will ratify and confirm 

whatever agreement he may make with you on the subject and transferring the whole Copyright thereof 

to you. 

 Byron 

To 

 J. Murray Esq
re

 

  50 Albemarle Street 

   London 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 11) 

 

Dear Sir – Will you get me Chalmer’s Edition of the Tatler (I believe) or Guardian or Adventurer 

published a few years ago – it contains an Editorial note on Wortley Montague which I have in vain 

searched for in this Edition – it is referred to in the [work?] & Letters of Steele – Chalmer’s Edition of 

the Tatler is a separate work – & I must find if possible this passage on Montague – I am at my wit’s 

end about it – Colman is very farouche – Hogg excellent in many parts but attempts too much. 

ever yrs. 

[swirl] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: Meyers Catalogue; this text from BLJ IV 11) 

 

When published let the Notes be at the end as in the other tales – I shall send some mottoes from Dante 

for each Canto – and one for the title page tomorrow.
184

 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 3; BLJ IV 15) 

A scrap, 12 x 19 cm. 

Tuesday – 

Dear Sir / 

 From M
r
. G every comma is an obligation for which thank him in my name & behalf – I am at 

a loss to guess to “what remarks” he alludes in the note which I [blot: “reta”]in – none were on any of 

y
e
. proofs – and the M.S. you sent to y

e
. printers without shewing it to me since. – They are (if any) 

probably there – 

                                                 
183: The paper is (2010) perfectly clean. Perhaps it’s been restored. 

184: All three Corsair “mottoes” are from the famous Paolo and Francesca passage in Inferno V; the main 

epigraph is from Tasso. 
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But pray explain this to M
r
. G & tell him that of course I should have attended to them – & will now if 

I can find them. y
rs
. ever 

 Bn 

 

1:2 has “for’go – pass  / freezing  earthly” 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, January 3rd 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 69) 

[The Lord Byron] 

Murray breathes subtextual relief that he is to publish The Corsair after all. 

 

Some part of Childe 

Harold in this Copy is 

wrong & I send it only for 

the New Poem – 

 

My Lord 

 I will attend you this evening between 9 & 10 if agreeable – 

 I send the Corsair corrected <&> from the Copy I got last night & Childe Harold with the New & 

very beautiful Poem 

 Jno Murray 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 32-3) 

[To / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street] 

Murray has expressed misgivings about the pro-Irish Corsair dedication to Moore. Byron is 

defiant. 

 

Dear Sir / Before <this> {any} proof goes to M
r
. G– it may be as well to revise {this} – where there are 

words omitted – faults committed – and the Devil knows what. – As to the ded
n
 I cut out the 

parenthesis of M
r
. – but not another word shall move unless for a better – M

r
. M

e
. has seen & decidedly 

preferred the part your tory bile sickens at – if every syllable were a rattle snake <and> {or} every 

letter a pestilence – they should not be expunged – let those who cannot swallow chew the expressions 

 

1:2 

 

on Ireland – <though> {or} M
r
. Croker should array himself in all his terrors against them – I care for 

none of you except Gifford and he won’t abuse me unless I deserve it – which will at least reconcile me 

to his justice. As to the poems in H’s volume the translation from y
e
. Romaic is well enough – but the 

best of the other vol – (of mine I mean) have been already printed. – – 

But do as you please – only as I shall be absent when come out – do pray 

 

[goes over on to bottom of 1:3] 

 

let M
r
. Dallas & you have a care of y

e
. press. – y

rs
. ever Bn 

 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 8; BLJ IV 17) 

[To / J. Murray Esq
re

. –] 

 

Dear Sir / 

 You don’t like the dedication – very well – there is another – but you will send the other to M
r
. 

Moore – that he may know I had written it. – – 

I send also mottos for the cantos – I think you will allow that an Elephant may be more sagacious but 

cannot be more docile. – 

 y
rs
. B

n 
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The name is again altered to “Medora” 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 33) 

Byron gets angry, compressing the entire letter on to one side, 11.2 cm x 18.7. 

 

[postscript concludes inverted at page top:] Correct this also by the other in some things which I may 

have forgotten – there is one mistake he made – which if it had stood – I would most certainly have 

broken his neck. – – – 

 

Dear Sir / 

 I do believe that the Devil never created <such a> or perverted such a fiend as the fool of a 

printer. – I am obliged to inclose you luckily for me this second proof – corrected – because there is an 

ingenuity in his blunders peculiar to himself. – Let the press be guided by the present sheet. y
rs
. 

B 

Burn the other  
 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from London, January 1814: 

(Source: text from Harry Ransom Center, Texas, photocopy from microfilm; BLJ IV 11) 

The change or erratum Byron refers to here is for The Corsair. 

 

Dear Sir / 

 I send you one more after thought – if possible – (and even in an erratum if too late for the 

body corporate) insert it – as it is on a topic which it was almost inexcusable to forget 

 ever y
rs
. 

  B. 

P.S. – 

 One line in answer with a pencil. – 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50 Albemarle Street London, January 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 211-12, dated June 12th 1812; LJM 70-1) 

Gifford and Dallas have between them completely repunctuated The Corsair. Byron receives this 

letter at Newstead on January 22nd. 

 

My Lord, 

 I am truly anxious to know of your personal safety during this weather of turbulence & disaster
185

 – 

only three Mails had arrived at 3 oClock today. 

 I called upon M
r 
Gifford today & he expresses himself quite delighted with the annexed Poems 

most particularly with – the Song from the Portuguese’
186

 & the stanzas to a “Lady weeping” the latter 

however he thinks you ought to slip quietly amongst the Poems in Childe Harold for <this is> the 

present work is to be read by women & the lines would disturb the poetical feeling
187

 – & as it has been 

already published in a Newspaper
188

 it does not accord with your character to appear to think too much 

of it – If you allow me I should trans 

 

1:2 

 

fer it to Childe Harold
189

 & insert the Impromptu
190

 in its place. 

                                                 
185: Mu. may refer to B.’s association with Caroline Lamb, which is causing everyone much stress. 

186: From the Portuguese was first published with CHP I and II. 

187: G.’s advice was ignored (unless by “slip amongst” Mu. means “remove from”), and Lines to a Lady Weeping 

was first published with The Corsair on February 1st 1814. It is, of course, very much a woman’s poem. Mu. is 

postponing a decision over the poem, which was sensitive politically. 

188: Lines to a Lady Weeping had appeared first in the Morning Chronicle for March 7th 1812. 

189: CHP I and II had been published on March 12th 1812. 6,500 copies were printed in that year. 

190: Impromptu in Reply to a Friend was printed with CHP I and II. 
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 M
r
 Dallas has sent his proofs with about 200 alterations of the pointings merely now as Gifford 

made nearly as many – I could not venture so direct an affront upon him as to overturn all that his care 

has taken 

 Allow me the pleasure of hearing from your Lordship as early as convenient – M
r
 Moore returned 

his proof to me without a correction 

 

1:3 

 

I hope to go to press immediately upon receipt of Your Lordships letter – M
r
. Gifford is really 

delighted 

 I remain in haste 

  most faithfully, 

   Yr Lordships 

    Servant 

     Jno Murray 

 

Thursday 

Jun 20 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 3; BLJ IV 16) 

[To / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street.] 

 

Dear Sir / 

 If you will look over the loose MSS. (not the “Corsair” M.S.) I think you will find there is 

another stanza in the song which I have inserted in Canto 1
st
. – if so copy & send it in its’ right place to 

the press with the proof I am now correcting 

 y
rs
. truly 

  B 

P.S. 

 You recollect this song was sent some time ago for C. H
d
. 

 

1:2 

 

Correct the punctuation of this by M
r
. G’s proof – this must be for the press – because I have added – & 

altered – there were some sad printers’ blunder “lovely” for “lonely” – “lifeless” for “listless” &
c
. &

c
. I 

wish one could find an infallible printer. – I shall send the Deds to M
r
. Moore tomorrow – & if I do not 

insert {one of} them – depend upon it you shall have it in a note – I shall state my intentions – your 

exquisite tory reasons
191

 – & my gentle compliance.— — — 

 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488 f.75; BLJ IV 18) 

[To / J. Murray Esq
re

 / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

 

Dear M. 

 Dont send the dedications to L
d
. H or M

r
. G – you will play the devil. 

 yrs. 

 B 

[reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 
(Source: Ms. Princeton Taylor; this text from BLJ IV 20) 

 

                                                 
191: Shakespeare, Twelfth Night, II iii 134-6. 
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Dear Sir / – Correct <Mr. G> the present proof by mine as there are a few words & &cs – which 

require [annexing?] to this – or correct mine of last night by this – which you please. – And let me have 

all tomorrow – The 3 (2 of them sonnets) smaller pieces publish at the end of the notes or after them. 

yrs. truly 

BN 

Mr. Me has decided most decidedly for ye. first dedication – so send it with ye. next proof. – – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from Poetry III 294-5n; BLJ IV 22) 

 

Let the following lines be sent immediately, and form the last section (number it) but one of the 3
d
. 

(last) Canto. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, January 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 11; BLJ IV 24-5) 

 

Dear Sir / 

 Correct this proof by M
r
. G’s (and from the M.S.S) particularly as to the pointing – I have added 

a section for Gulnare to fill up the parting – & dismiss her more ceremoniously – if M
r
. G or you 

dislike – ’tis but a spunge and another midnight better employed than in yawning over Miss E
h192 

– who 

by the bye may now return y
e
. compliment. 

 ever y
rs
. 

  Bn 
Wednesday – or Thursday – 

 

P.S. I have redde “Patronage” it is full of praises of Lord Ellenborough!!! from which I<in> infer near 

& dear relations at the bar – and has much of her heartlessness & little of her humour (wit she has 

none) and she must live more than 3 weeks in London to describe good (or if you will) high society – 

the ton of her book is as vulgar as her father – and no more attractive than her eyes – I do not love M
e
. 

de Stael – but depend upon it – she beats all your Natives hollow as an Authoress {in my opinion} and 

I would not say this if I could help it. [long wavy line] 

 

P.S. Pray repeat my best acknowledgements to M
r
. G

d
 – in any words that may best express how truly 

his kindness obliges me – I won’t bore him with 

 

[vertically up right-hand side] 

 

lip thanks or notes. – – 

 

[1:2 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, January 22nd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ II 16; BLJ IV 36-8) 

From January 17th to February 6th, Byron is at Newstead with Augusta. He misses the launch of 

his most successful poem. Just as he thinks he’s finished, the previous Murray letter arrives. 

 

January 22
d
. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 You will be glad to hear of my safe arrival here – the time of my return will depend upon the 

weather – which is so impracticable that this letter has to advance through more Snows than ever 

opposed the Emperor’s retreat. – – 

The roads are impassable – and return impossible – for y
e
. present – which I do not regret as I {am} 

much at my ease and six and twenty complete this day – a very pretty age if it would always last. – – 

 

1:2 

 

                                                 
192: “Miss Edgeworth” (B. is reading Patronage). 
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Our coals are excellent – our fire places large – my cellar full – and my head empty – and I have not 

yet recovered my joy at leaving London – if any unexpected turn occurred with my purchaser – I 

believe I should hardly quit the place at all – but shut my doors & let my beard grow . – – – – – – 

I forgot to mention – (& I hope it is unnecessary) that the lines beginning “Remember him” &
c
.”) must 

not appear with the Corsair – you may slip them in with the smaller pieces newly annexed to C
e
 H

d
 – 

but on no account permit them to be appended to the Corsair – <for> 

 

1:3 

 

have the goodness to recollect this particularly. – 

The books I have brought with me are a great consolation for the confinement – & I bought more as we 

came along – in short – I never consult the thermometer – and shall not put up prayers for a thaw unless 

I thought it would sweep away the rascally invaders of France – was ever such a thing as Blucher’s 

proclamation? – 

Just before I left town Kemble paid me the Compliment of desiring me to write a tragedy – I wish I 

could – but I find my scribbling mood subsiding – not before it was time – but it is lucky to check it at 

all. – If I lengthen my letter 

 

1:4 

 

you will think it is coming on again – so Good bye – 

 y
rs
. always 

  Bn 

 

P.S. – 

 If you hear any news of Battle or retreat on y
e
. part of the Allies (as they call them) pray send it 

– he has my best wishes to manure the fields of France with an invading army – I hate invaders of all 

countries – & have no patience with the cowardly cry of exultation over him at whose name you all 

turned whiter than the Snow <for> {to} which (under Providence and that special favourite of Heaven 

Prince Regency) you are indebted for your triumphs. – – – 

 

2:1 

 

I open my latter to thank for yours just received. – The lines “to a Lady weeping” must go with the 

Corsair – I care nothing for consequences on this point – my politics are to me like a young mistress to 

an old man the worse they grow the fonder I become of them. – As M
r
. G. likes the “Portuguese 

translation” pray insert it as an A
n
. to the Corsair – Lady West

d
. thought it so bad – that after making 

me translate it she gave me her own version – which is for aught I know the best of the two. – But – I 

cannot give up my weeping lines – and I do think them good & don’t mind what “it looks like.” – – – 

 

2:2 

 

In all points of difference between M
r
. G. & M

r
. D. – let the first keep his place – & in all points of 

difference between M
r
. G. & M

r
. anybody else I shall abide by the former – if I am wrong – I can’t help 

it – but I would rather not be right with any other person – so there is an end of that matter. – After the 

trouble he has taken about me & mine – I should be very ungrateful to feel or act otherwise – besides in 

point of judgement he is not to be <+++> lowered by a comparison. – – – 

In politics he may be right too – but that with me is a feeling and I can’t torify my nature. 

 

February 1st 1814: The Corsair published. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, February 3rd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 223-4; LJM 72-3) 

The Corsair is a huge success. 

A note says “Murray had written on Feb 3, 1814, a letter from which the following passages are 

extracted; –” 

 

My Lord 

 I have been unwilling to write until I had something to say, an occasion to which I do not 

always restrict myself – 
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 I am most happy to tell you that your Lordships last Poem
193

 is – what Mr Southey’s is called – a 

Carmen Triumphale – never in my recollection has any work since the Letter of Burke to the Duke of 

Bedford excited such a ferment – a ferment which I am happy to say will subside into lasting fame – I 

sold on the Day of Publication, a thing perfectly unprecedented, 10,000 Copies – and I suppose Thirty 

People who 

 

1:2 

 

were purchasers (strangers) called to tell the people in the Shop how much they had been delighted & 

satisfied – M
r
 Ward says it is masterly – a wonderful performance – M

r
 Hammond – M

r
. Heber – D 

Israeli every one who comes & too many call for me to enumerate declare their unlimited approbation 

– M
r
 Ward was here with M

r
 Gifford yesterday & mingled their admiration – M

r
 Ward is much 

delighted with the unexpected charge of the Dervise – Up rose the Dervise with that burst of light &c
194

 

– and Gifford did, what I never knew him to do before he repeated several passages from memory 

Particularly the closing Stanza 

 

1:3 

 

his death yet dubious, deeds too widely known
195

 – indeed from what I have observed from the very 

general & unvarying sentiment which I have now gathered the suffrages are descidedly in favor of this 

Poem in preference to the Bride of Abydos – & are even now balancing with the Giaour – I have heard 

no one pass without notice & without expressed regret the idea thrown out by your Lordship of writing 

no more for a considerable time
196

 – I am really marking down without suppression or extention 

literally what I have heard – I was with M
r
 Shee this morning to whom I had presented the Poem – he 

declared himself to have been delighted & swore he had long placed your Lordship far beyond any 

contemporary Bard – and indeed the your last Poem does in this 

 

1:4 

 

is the opinion of almost all that I have conversed with – indeed men women & Children are delighted – 

I have the highest encomiums in Letters from Croker & M
r
 Hay – but I rest most upon the warm 

feeling it has created in Giffords Critic heart – and I do most sincerely congratulate your Lordship – 

confessing that when you first told me you were creating another Poem – that heart quaked for your 

fame – The versification is thought highly of indeed – After Printing the Poems at the End of the first 

edition I transplanted them to Childe Harold conceiving that your Lordship would have the goodness to 

pardon this ruse to give additional impetus to that poem & to assist in making it a more respectable 

thickness – I <would> {sent} 

 

2:1 

 

previous to Publication Copies to all your Lordships friends containing the Poems at the End & one of 

them
197

 has provoked a great deal of discussion, so much so that I expect to sell off the whole Edition 

of Childe Harold merely to get at it – 

  Lord Holland   M
r
 Gifford 

  Lady Holland    – Frere 

  – Melbourne    – Rogers 

  – Jersey     – Canning 

  M
r
 Lewis    – W Scott 

  – Ward – Mackintosh – Hodgson Hammond – D Israeli – Merivale – Moore &c &c &c – All 

had them – I sent your Lordship on Sundays Sundry Reviews &c wch would amuse you 

 I really think that I may 

 

2:2 

                                                 
193: The Corsair. 

194: The Corsair, I 747. 

195: The Corsair, antepenultimate line. 

196: In the Corsair Dedication, B. writes, ‘I have written much, and published more than enough to demand a 

longer silence than I now meditate; but for some years to come it is my intention to tempt no further the award of 

“Gods, men, nor columns.”’ By mid-June he has written the Ode to Napoleon and Lara. 

197: Lines to a Lady Weeping. 
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venture to congratulate your Lordship upon the Publication of a Poem wch has set up your fame 

beyond all assailment – You have no notion of the sensation which it has occasioned and my only 

regret is that you were not present to witness it. 

 I earnestly trust that your Lordship is well & with ardent compliments I remain 

 My Lord 

  Your obliged &  

   faithful Servant 

    John Murray 

 

Wednesday Night 

 

2:3 

 

I have very strong reason to believe that the Bookseller at Newark
198

 continues to reprint – not altering 

the Edition – your Lordships early Poems – Perhaps you would ascertain this fact. 

 I am really so dreadfully busy as to be forced to ask yr Lordships forgiveness for writing in this 

haste 

 

[2:4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, February 5th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 77-8) 

[R
t
. Hon

ble
 Lord Byron / No, 4 Bennet Street / <Newstead Abbey> / St, James / <Notts> / London  / 

<Nottingham>] 

 

I have saved two other Couriers for your Lordship 

 

My Lord 

 I send <by> this nights Courier in which is commenced a series of strictures upon you – I thought it 

my duty to reprint all the poems as they stand in the Copy of the Corsair sent to your Lordship – the 

moment the first Poem was the subject of attack – so that they will appear both in the Corsair & Childe 

Harold. Every man here reprobates exceedingly these injudicious attacks upon you – and your Fame 

has absolutely received an impetus from this last poem which has not yet subsided – I declare to you I 

hear nothing but continued unlimited praise – M
r
 Gifford is delighted that his prognostic was just & 

speaks of you with the most ardent feelings of regard – 

 I remain in haste – & in great anxiety to hear from your Lordship 

 My Lord 

 Your obliged & faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Feb
y
. 5 

 

I forgot to mention that it was the Turkish Song wch M
r
 Gifford so much liked 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, early February 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 41) 

Byron answers the previous item on a sheet 18.7 x 11.3 cm. 

[To / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

.] 

 

Dear Sir / In your letter to N
d
 which I have just received you say that you have saved two other of the 

Strictures in the C
r
 – were they sent? or have you them still in town – if so will you send them by the 

bearer ever y
rs
. Bn 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

                                                 
198: Ridge, who published B.’s juvenile volumes. 
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Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, February 4th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 21; BLJ IV 44-6) 

Byron answers Murray again. 
February 4

th
. 1814 

My dear Sir / 

 I need not say that your obliging letter was very welcome & not y
e
. less so for being 

unexpected – at y
e
. same time I received a very kind one from M

r
. D’Israeli which I shall acknowledge 

& thank him for tomorrow. – – 

It doubtless gratifies me much that our Finale has pleased – & that the Curtain drops gracefully – you 

deserve it should for your promptitude & good nature in arranging immediately with M
r
. D

s
 – & I can 

assure you that I esteem your entering so warmly into y
e
. subject – & writing to me so soon upon it as a 

personal obligation. – We shall now part I hope satisfied 

 

1:2 

 

with each other – I was & am quite in earnest in my prefatory promise not to intrude any more – & this 

not from any affectation – but a thorough conviction that it is y
e
. best policy – & is at least respectful to 

my readers – as it shews that I would not willingly run y
e
. risk of forfeiting their favour in future. – 

Besides I have other views & objects – & think that I shall keep this resolution – for since I left London 

– though shut up – snowbound – thawbound – & tempted with all kinds of paper – the dirtiest of ink – 

and the bluntest of pens – I have not even been haunted by a wish to put them to their combined uses – 

except in 

 

1:3 

 

letters of business – my rhyming propensity is quite gone – & I feel much as I did at Patras on 

recovering from my fever – weak but in health and only afraid of a relapse – I do most fervently hope I 

never shall. – 

I see by the M
o
 C

e
 there hath been discussion in y

e
. Courier – & I read in y

e
. M. Post – a wrathful letter 

about M
r
. Moore – in which some Protestant Reader has made a sad confusion about India & Ireland. – 

– 

You are to do as you please about y
e
. smaller poems – but I think removing them now from y

e
. Corsair 

– looks like fear – & if so you must allow me not to be pleased – I should also suppose that after the 

fuss of these Newspaper Esquires – they would materially 

 

1:4 

 

assist the circulation of the Corsair – an object I should imagine at present of more importance to 

yourself – than C
e
 H

d
’s 7

th
. appearance. Do as you like – but don’t allow the withdrawing that poem – 

to draw any imputations of dismay – upon me – I care about as much for the Courier as I do for the 

Prince – or all Princes whatsoever – except Koslovsky. – 

Pray make my respects to M
r
. Ward – whose praise I value most highly as you well know – it is in the 

approbation of such men that fame becomes worth having. – M
r
. G I am always grateful & surely not 

less so now than ever – & so Good Night to my Authorship. – – – – – 

I have been sauntering & dozing here very quietly & not unhappily – you will be glad to hear 

 

2:1 

 

2) that I have completely established my <title> {title deeds} as marketable & that the Purchaser
199

 has 

succumbed to the terms & fulfils them – or is to fulfill them forthwith – he is now here – & we go on 

very amicably together – one in each wing of y
e
. Abbey. – We set off on Sunday – I for town – he for 

Cheshire. – – – 

M
rs
. Leigh is with me – much pleased with the place – & <not> less so with me for parting with it – to 

which not even the price can reconcile her. – – Your parcel has not yet arrived – at least the Mags &
c
. 

but I have received C
e
 H

d
 & y

e
. Corsair – I believe both are very correctly printed – which is a great 

satisfaction. – – – – 

I thank you for wishing me in town – but 

 

                                                 
199: Thomas Claughton; not, in the event, “the purchaser” of Newstead at all. 



 61

2:2 

 

I think one’s success is most felt at a distance – & I enjoy my solitary self importance – in an agreeable 

sulky way of my own – upon the strength of your letter for which I once more thank you & am very 

truly 

 y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

 

P.S  – Don’t you think Bonaparte’s next publication will be rather expensive to the Allies? Perry’s 

Paris letter of yesterday looks very reviving – what a Hydra & {Briareus} it is – I wish they would 

pacify – there is no end to this campaigning. – – 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, February 5th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 25; BLJ IV 46-7) 

Byron answers the last Murray letter but one. He expresses surprise at his own success. 

 

February 5
th

. 1814 

My dear Sir / 

 I quite forgot in my answer of yesterday to mention that I have no means of ascertaining 

whether the Newark Pirate
200

 has been doing what you say – if so – he is a rascal & a shabby rascal too 

– & if his offence is punishable by law or pugilism he shall be fined or buffeted – do you try & 

discover – & I will make some enquiry here – perhaps some other {in town} may have gone on 

printing & used the same deception. – – – 

The fac simile 
201

 is omitted in C
e
 H

d
 which is very awkward – as there is a note expressly on the 

subject – pray replace it as usual – 

 

1:2 

 

On second & third thoughts the withdrawing the small poems from the Corsair ({even} to add to C
de

 

H
d
) looks like shrinking & shuffling – after the fuss made upon one of them

202
 by the tories – pray 

replace them in the Corsair’s appendix. – I am sorry that C
de

 H
d
 requires some & such allotments to 

make him move off – but if you remember I told you his popularity would not be permanent – it is very 

lucky for the author – that he had made up his mind to a temporary reputation in time – the truth is – I 

do not think that any of the present day – (and least of all one who has not consulted the 

 

1:3 

 

flattering side of human Nature) have much to hope from Posterity – & you may think it affectation 

very probably – but to me my present & past success has appeared very singular – since it was in the 

<telth> teeth of so many prejudices – I almost think people like to be contradicted. – If C
d
 H

d
 flags – it 

will hardly be worth while to go on with the engravings – but do as you please I have done with the 

whole concern – & the enclosed lines written years ago & copied from my Skull cup are among the last 

with which you will be troubled. – If you like – add them to C
e
 H

d
 if only for the sake of another 

outcry. – You received so long an answer 

 

1:4 

 

yesterday that I will not intrude on you further than to repeat myself 

 y
rs
. very truly 

  [swirl] 

P.S.  Of course in reprinting 

(if you have occasion) you 

will take great care to be 

correct – the present En
s
 

seem very much so – except in the last note of 

C. H
d
. where the word “responsible” occurs twice 

                                                 
200: Ridge, the Newark printer of B.’s early work. 

201: The letter from the Bey of Corinth; it is put back in later editions of CHP. 

202: Lines to a Lady Weeping. 
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nearly together convert the second into 

“answerable” – 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newark, February 6th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 26; BLJ IV 47) 

Newark F
y
. 6

th
. 1814 

My dear Sir / I am thus far on my way to town. – – Master Ridge I have seen – & he owns to having 

reprinted some sheets to make up few complete remaining copies! – I have now given him fair warning 

– & if he plays such tricks again – I must either get an injunction – or call for an acc
t
. of profits – (as I 

never have parted with the Copyright) or – in short – any thing vexatious to repay him in his own way. 

– If the weather does not 

 

1:2 

 

relapse I hope to be in town in a day or two. – 

 y
rs
. ever 

  Bn  

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, February 7th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 27; BLJ IV 48-9) 

F
y
. 7

th
. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 As you will not want to reprint for some time – I wish you would make an errata page from this 

corrected copy – & annex it to your own – & to all copies in the hands of the trade. – Let me find a 

note on my arrival to say merely that you have received this copy. – 

 y
rs
. ever 

  Bn 

turn over 

 

1:2 

 

I see all the papers in a sad commotion with those 8 lines
203

 – & the M. Post in particular has found out 

that I am a sort of R
d
 3

d
. – – deformed in mind & body – the last piece of information is not very new 

to a man who passed five years at a public school – 

I am very sorry you cut out those lines for C H
d
 

 

1:3 [bottom] 

 

pray reinsert them in their old place in “the Corsair. ” 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Wandsford (now in Cambridgeshire), February 8th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 49) 

[1814 / Wandsford February <ninth> {eighth} / To J
no

 Murrray Esq
re

 / 50 Albemarle St. / London / 

Byron] 

This letter does not look like Byron’s handwriting, but a note assures us that Mrs Leigh has 

authenticated it. 
 

Dear Sir 

 I have just sent by this night=Coach a parcel from Wandsford which if you do not receive I 

will trouble you to enquire for – I have not received the Magazines you mentioned – but it is of no 

consequence. This parcel I wish you to attend to – there are directions with it 

 Y
rs
. ever 

  B
n
 

The Coach which conveys 

this parcel goes to y
e
. 

                                                 
203: Lines to a Lady Weeping. 
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Saracen’s Head – Snow Hill 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, February 8th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 225-26; LJM 78-9) 

Murray, seeing a marketing opportunity, has put Lines to a Lady Weeping into the next Corsair 

volume. 

Tuesday 

 My Lord 

 I have allowed myself to indulge in the pleasure I derived from the expression of your Lordships 

satisfaction, because I have anticipated the point upon which there was likely to be some uneasiness – 

as soon as I perceived the fuss that was made about certain Lines
204

 – I caused them to be immediately 

reinstated {
x
} and I wrote on Saturday to acquaint your Lordship that I had done so – a conviction of 

duty towards your Lordship made me do this – – 

 I can assure your Lordship with the most unreserved sincerity that Childe Harold did not require the 

insertion  

 
x
 I wrote 

 

1:2 

 

of the Lines which have made so much noise, to assist its sale but they made it still more attractive & 

my sordid propensities got the better of me – I sold my Lord at once nearly a Thousand Copies of this 

New Edition – and I am convinced by the collected & unshaken opinions of the best Critics that it is 

just as certain of becoming a Classic as Thomson or Beattie
205

 – what delights me is that amidst the 

most decided applause – there is a constant difference at to which is the best of your Lordships poems – 

Gifford declared to me again the other day that you would last far beyond any poet of the 

 

1:3 

 

present day – I tried him particularly as to Campbell – but he had not a doubt about the certainty of 

your passing him – Although therefore I may concur with your Lordship in feeling some little surprise 

at such unprecedented triumph over peoples prejudices – yet I can differ upon very solid reasons from 

your Lordships notion of “temporary reputation”
206

 – I declare to God that I have not heard One 

expression of disappointment or doubtful satisfaction upon reading the Corsair – which bids fair to be 

the most popular of your Lordships Poems – I believe I have now sold 13,000 Copies a thing perfectly 

unprecedented & the more grateful to me be 

 

1:4 

 

as every buyer returns with looks of satisfaction & expressions of delight – & one more confirmative 

expression I always hear <from all> is – of heartfelt regret at <a> hint in the dedication of leaving off 

writing for a time however short. – You cannot meet a man in the Street – who has not read or heard 

read the Corsair. 

 The Fac Simile
207

 is restored to Childe Harold only 200 copies having been sent out without it – 

The poem on the Skull Cup
208

 – is introduced – I long to have the pleasure of congratulating yr 

Lordship personally – Your Noble conduct to a Schoolfellow does not lessen the admiration with 

which I remain 

 My Lord 

 Your faithfully attached 

  Servt 

Jno Murray 

 

                                                 
204: Lines to a Lady Weeping. Mu. can’t bring himself to name it. 

205: James Thompson (The Castle of Indolence) and James Beattie (The Minstrel) both precedents to CHP in their 

use of the Spenserian stanza.  

206: Mu. echoes B.’s letter of February 5th. 

207: The letter from the Bey of Corinth. 

208: Start not! nor deem my spirit fled … 
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Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 10th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 33; BLJ IV 52) 

[To J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. –] 

A single sheet. 

 

P.S. You need not trouble yourself to answer this but send me the things when you get them. – 

 

Dear Sir / I am much better this & indeed quite well this morning – I have received two – but I presume 

there are more of the Ana – subsequently – and also something previous to which the M C
e
 replied – 

you also mentioned a parody on the Skull – I wish to see them all because there may be things that 

require notice either by pen or person. 

 y
rs
. truly 

  Bn 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 10th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 52) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Es
qre

 / 50. A
l
. Street. –] 

A single sheet. Leigh Hunt has a complimentary Corsair sent him in jail. 

 

Dear Sir / 

 Pray send a copy of “the Corsair” to M
r
. Hunt – (with the smaller poems in) & one of the last 

E
n
 of C

d
 Harold as soon as possible. – 

Make with a pen the corrections I sent for “the Corsair.” 

 y
rs
. ever 

  Bn 

The address is 

 L
h
. Hunt Esq

re
. 

  Surrey Jail – 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 12th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 57) 

[To / J. Murray Esq
re

 / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

A single sheet. 

 

Dear Sir / – I will trouble you for the Courier of tonight. – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  Bn 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 12th 1814 (?): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 35; BLJ IV 57) 

[To / J. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

A single sheet. 

 

If you have copies of the “intercepted letters” L
y
. H

d
 would be glad of a volume – and when you have 

served others have the goodness to think of y
r
. humble Ser

t
. – – 

You have played the Devil – by that injudicious suppression
209

– which you did totally without my 

consent – – some of the papers have exactly said what might be expected – now I do not & will not be 

supposed to shrink – although myself & every thing belonging to me were to perish with my memory. 

– – – 

 y
rs
. &

c
. 

  [swirl] 

 

P.S – Pray attend to what I stated yesterday on technical topics. – – – 

 

                                                 
209: Lines to a Lady Weeping has been taken out of CHP and put with The Corsair. 
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[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 14th 1814 (?): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 35; BLJ IV 58-9) 

[To / J. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

 

Dear Sir / 

 Before I left town yesterday I wrote you a note which I presume you received. – – 

I have heard so many different accounts of your proceedings or rather of those of others towards you – 

in consequence of the publication of these everlasting lines – that I am anxious to hear from yourself 

the real truth of the case. – Whatever responsibility 

 

1:2 

 

obloquy or effect is to arise from the publication should surely not fall upon you in any degree – and I 

can have {no objection} to your stating as distinctly & publicly as you please your unwillingness to 

publish them – & my own obstinacy upon the subject. – Take any course you please to vindicate 

yourself – but leave me to fight my own way – and as I before said do not 

 

1:3 

 

compromise me – by anything which may look like shrinking on my part – as for your own – make the 

best of it – 

 y
rs
. 

  Bn 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 14th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 36; BLJ IV 59) 

[To  / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. / 50. A
l
. Street. –] 

A single sheet. 

 

I humbly conceive that the Admiralty in laying an embargo upon some of your publications (if it be so) 

did not extend it to an answer to a note – I have sent you two – one containing a question to which I 

have received no reply. – 

However – as you please – I shall not trouble you with another. – 

 y
rs
. 

  Byron 

Monday Night. – 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 17th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 43; BLJ IV 64) 

[To  / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50. A
l
. Street.] 

A single sheet. 

 

You must take care in stating D’s acknowledgement of the receipt of C H
d
 not to make a mistake as if I 

had purchased this dedication – he mentioned it quite uncalled for & indeed unknown to me previous to 

publication – in his preface to his Novels – nearly a year afterwards. – 

 D
r
. Sir – 

  y
rs
. 

   Bn 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 18th 1814: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 44; BLJ IV 65) 

A single sheet. 

 

The copy of the Corsair entitled 5
th

. E
dn

 just sent – contains every single error which more than a 

fortnight ago – I so particularly requested might be cancelled & altered – this is really too bad – & I 
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will not permit it – after so much as I have said upon the subject. I once more request that the 

alterations be made & that an Errata be made for these copies which are out have you lost the 

alterations? – if so I will do it over again – but don’t go on – with these eternal errors. – y
rs
. B 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 25th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 48; BLJ IV 70) 

Dallas has published a letter saying that Byron never takes money for his poems; Murray has 

protested to Dallas; Dallas has protested to Byron; now Byron protests to Murray, on a torn 

scrap of paper, 18.3 x 11cm. 

 

Pray what the Devil may all this be?
210

 – you never heard from me of any “letter” {<but the one>} nor 

did I ever hear a word on the subject from D. nor do I know that he is about to say any more on y
e
. 

subject. – 

 

1:2 

 

With regard to the truth & the “whole truth” which you speak of to him – to what do you allude? – did 

anyone ever require of you on my part anything but the truth? – & is there anything in his former 

statement that you can contradict? – 

 

1:3 

 

I am quite in the dark & really confounded between you & him 

 y
rs
. 

  Bn 

F
y
. 25

th
. – 1814 

 

Do you mean to tell me as you told M
e
. de Stael that you actually paid the sum you offered or that I 

received it – or that any one else did – if so – Bravo! 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, February 26th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 227-8; LJM 80-1) 

Murray answers the previous item. His professional pride will not allow him to let the world 

think he has had The Giaour and The Bride of Abydos for nothing. 

 

 My Lord 

 Your Lordship appeared to be so satisfactorily convinced that silence would be most becoming – 

that I wrote the note to M
r
 Dallas late on Saturday evening with the hope of preventing the publication 

of his Letter. 

 The meaning of the “expressions” pointed out by your Lordship in my note, is, that having formerly 

told M
r
 Gifford – M

r
 Hammond M

r
 Frere – M

r
 Ward – M

r
 Canning & many other of my friends, that 

your Lordship had given me the Copyright of the Giaour &, having had occasion, subsequently to 

unsay this – it would be placing my assertions in a very doubtful light – if I allow it to be insinuated, 

publicly, that I was to pay nothing for this Poem or for the Bride of Abydos. 

 Your Lordship does not seem 

 

Rt Honble Lord Byron 

 

1:2 

 

<that I> to be aware that I feel as much bound, by my promise, to pay your Lordship a Thousand 

Guineas for the Copyright of the Giaour & Bride of Abydos in May next
211

 – as I am by my Bond, to 

give Lord Sheffield a similar sum for Gibbon 

                                                 
210: B. encloses a letter he has received from Dallas (LJM 82), itself enclosing an angry note from Murray: 

“Every line of it,” he writes, “contains a gross insult.” 

211: This copyright is indeed bought by Mu.: £1,050 (1,000 guineas) is paid into B.’s account with Hoare’s on 

October 25th 1815. 
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 My expression to Mad. de Staël was,
212

 not that I had actually “paid” but that I had “given” you 

1,000 G
s
 for these two Poems – because it is as much as the 500 G

s
 for the Corsair which I am to pay in 

2 – 4 & 6 Mos. – And I must confess that at the time I stated this circumstance to Mad. de Staël I was 

not aware of your Lordships liberal intentions with regard to this sum – for I did 

 

1:3 

 

not then conceive it possible that your Lordship would have resumed your Gift of the Giaour to me – to 

bestow it on another – & therefore the “explanation” of that part of Mr Dallass Letter which refers to 

me is, – that although Lord Byron has not actually received anything for the “Giaour & Bride” – yet I 

am under an engagement to pay his Lordship a Thousand Guineas for them in May – But as <Da> M
r
 

Dallass Letter <wa> was published & as your Lordship appeared to approve of it – I said nothing – nor 

should I have said anything further if your Lordship had not commanded this explanation 

 – I declare to God I think these things are very unworthy a place in your Lordships mind 

 

1:4 

 

– Why allow a Blight on our Blade – to prevent you from reaping & revelling in the Rich & 

superabundant Harvest of Fame which your Inspired Labours have created 

 I am sure my Lord if you will give it but a reflection my conduct towards you has uniformly been 

that of a very humble – but very faithful friend – 

 I have the honour to be 

 My Lord 

 Your Lordships obliged 

 & obedient Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Saturday 

Feb 26 – 1814 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, February 26th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 49; BLJ IV 71-2) 

Byron, who cannot decide whether he wants to take money for his poems or not, can only bluster 

in answer to the previous item. 

F
y
. 26

th
. 1814 – 

Sir / 

 The purpose for which the produce of the Bride & Giaour is to be appropriated – is for a friend as 

you will perceive when the time comes. – Our discussions upon that point took place as you will 

perceive by dates – before the publication of the Bride – which was never left in abeyance – as the 

Giaour had been until that period. – – – – 

With regard to the disposal 

 

1:2 

 

of copyrights it is enough that I do not avail myself of any personal profit from them – if the works 

succeed there is the fair advantage to the publisher from the residue – & if they do not – they would be 

of no service to you nor any one else. – – – – 

I have always I believe kept clear accounts with you – & settled all my bills regularly – these cannot be 

much now – but if there is I should wish to discharge them immediately. – 

 

1:3 

 

Your distinctions between “paid” & “given” seem to me without a difference – but as you had done 

neither <th> one nor the other in the usual sense of those words – you will permit me to think that your 

statement to M
e
. de Stael was a little premature. – – – – 

Upon the subject of these last I shall merely say that if I had been anxious on the subject I might have 

received the sum you offered at the time – & had it been on my own acc
t
. I probably should – I 

declined it at that time – because 

                                                 
212: See B. to Francis Hodgson, Dec. 1 1813. 
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1:4 

 

I wished to accommodate you till the expiration of a period sufficient to ascertain your probable profit 

or loss. – 

What you mean by “the Gift” of the G
r
. I do not know – unless you mean that by not coming hastily to 

any arrangement – I never intended to arrange it at all – had it been given – the copyright would have 

been made over as in the other cases. – 

I have now done with the subject – & I think you may as well follow the example 

 y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, March 1st 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 53; BLJ IV 76) 

[To J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. –] 

A single sheet. 

March 1
st
. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I have just heard I trust falsely – of a letter purporting to be from me in some paper of yesterday 

– to Sir W. Garrow!
213

 – I wish you would enquire if such a forgery has appeared – as it must be some 

“invention of the enemy”
214

 of which I neither dreamed nor can guess at it’s writer. – – – 

y
rs
. ever truly 

[swirl] 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, March 2nd 1814: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 53; BLJ IV 76) 

Byron answers a letter from Murray which is missing. 

March 2
d
. 1814 

My dear Sir / 

 I am afraid that what you call “trash” is plaguily to the purpose & very good sense into the 

bargain – & to tell the truth for some little time past I have been much of the same opinion – which 

serves to confirm me in my present resolution. – – – 

Are you fond of Cyder & Perry? – I have a hogshead of each in Worcestershire which I don’t know 

what to do with & if you like it it shall 

 

1:2 

 

be sent Carriage free – & presented to you for your “bye drinkings” without expence and as little 

trouble as I can give you with it. – – – 

I want all my boxes of papers & trunks that may contain others – as some I have at present or wish to 

refer to – let them be sent down when convenient. ever y
rs
. 

 [swirl] 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, March 2nd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 83) 

[The Lord Byron] 

Murray answers the previous item. 
 

My Lord 

 I accept your donation with Melancholny for really I must confine myself to Cyder for ever, if you 

restrain your self from writing – 

 I will send all the Boxes of Letters and would advise the indiscriminate & Chaotic publication of 

the whole by way of immolation – 

 ever My Lord 

  Your faithful Serv
t
 

                                                 
213: Sir William Garrow, the Attorney General. 

214: Shakespeare, Richard III, V iii 306 (“A thing devisèd by the enemy”). 
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   Jno Murray 

 

Wednesday 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, March 12th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 60; BLJ IV 81) 

March 12
th

. 1814 

My dear Sir / I have not time to read the whole M.S.
215

 but what I have seen seems very well written 

(both prose & verse) & though I am & can be no judge (at least a fair one on this subject) containing 

nothing which you ought to hesitate publishing upon my account. – If the author is not D
r
. Busby

216
 

himself – I think it a pity on his own account that he should dedicate it to his subscribers – nor can I 

perceive what D
r
. B. has to do with the matter except as a translator of Lucretius – for whose doctrines 

he is surely not responsible. – I tell you 

 

1:2 

 

openly & really most sincerely – that if published at all there is no earthly reason why you should not – 

on the contrary I should receive it as the fairest compliment you could pay to your good opinion of my 

candour – to print & circulate that or any other work attacking me in a manly <and> manner – & 

without any malicious intention from which as far as I have seen I must exonerate this writer. – He is 

wrong in one thing – I am no Atheist – but if he thinks I have published principles tending to such 

opinions – he has a perfect right to controvert them. – Pray – publish it – I shall never forgive myself – 

if I think that I have prevented you. – – – 

 

1:3 

 

Make my comp
t
s to the Author – & tell him I wish him success – his verse is very deserving of it – & I 

shall be the last person to suspect his motives. – 

 y
rs
. very truly. – 

  Byron 

P.S. 

 If you do not publish it – some one else will – you cannot suppose me so narrow minded – as to 

shrink from discussion – I repeat once for all – that I think it a good poem (as far as I have redde) and 

that is the only point you should consider. How odd that 8 lines
217

 should have given birth I really think 

to 8000 including all that has been said & will be on the subject! 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, December 1813 – March 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 85) 

[The Lord Byron / 4 Bennet S
t
 / S

t
 Jamess] 

 

My Lord 

 During your absence I was solicited by a <m> Composer
218

 to allow him to set to Music One 

of your Lordships Songs, which, as your Lordships Literary ViceGerent, I ventured to accord – & now 

I send you the produce. 

 J M. 

 

Friday N
t
. 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

                                                 
215: The Ms. of a satire called Anti-Byron. It was not published. 

216: Busby is himself satirized by B. in Parenthetical Address by Dr Plagiary. 

217: Lines to a Lady Weeping. 

218: George Thompson, the Scots musician. In fact he’d asked to set three poems: Loch na Garr, Oh had my fate 

and The kiss, dear maid. 
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Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, March 19th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 83) 

[To / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. –] 

A single sheet. 

 

Dear Sir /  

 The only recourse left me against the conspiracy of yourself & printer not to attend to one 

word I say – is to require the proofs – pray send them – & for the present copies make me an errata 

page – with the addition  & corrections – marked in this & the other copies I sent you. – 

 ever yrs. 

  [swirl] 

March 19
th

. 1814 – 

 

I have marked the pages on the cover of the book. – – – 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, March 26th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 86) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord. 

 I have <reff> refrained from calling upon you in the hope that you would have written me your 

opinion <about t> of the Wanderer
219

 – of which I am exceedingly anxious for a criticism – you may 

remember – warm from the brain how exceedingly just your opinion was of Patronage – – When you 

<read> have read the Novel & I will have the pleasure of sending something else (in confidence) 

 I asked today after your 

 

1:2 

 

Lordships Cold which I regretted to hear was not much lessened. 

 Your Lordships faithful 

  Servant ever 

   J. Murray 

 

Saturday 10 

 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

March 28th 1814: Byron moves into No 2, The Albany – still five minutes from Albemarle Street. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 4, Bennet Street, London, April 2nd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 89) 

[To / J. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 A
l
. Street] 

 

Dear Sir /  

 M
r
. Dallas disclaims all connection with the last E. of C.H. – some proofs were sent in an 

irregular manner – but no attention paid to his wish for the whole. – All I can say is – that the 

carelessness with which the last En’s of that work have been allowed to be published – <are> is very 

unpleasant to me – & not very creditable to you. 

 y
rs
. 

  B 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 2nd 1814 (?): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 87) 

This is a very mysterious letter: what is “it” in the first paragraph, and what does Murray 

“send” in the third? 

                                                 
219: By Fanny Burney. 
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My Lord 

 I trust to your confidence what a peculiar sort of sensation upon the point, could not be extorted 

from me, by any other being – it is nothing & yet it is every thing – 

x                                               x 

 I entreat you to tell me when you have read the wanderer what you really think of it  

x                    x                    x 

 I beseech you not for my whole honour, to mention what I send & please to be 

 

1:2 

 

so kind as to leave it out for me at night to be sent over in the Morning 

 J.M 

 

I was mad with Ridgway whom you have served – (or rather who has served your Lordship) & will 

make him ashamed
220

 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 9th 1814 (i: ?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 89) 

[The Lord Byron] 

Napoleon is “retiring” to Elba. 

 

NB The Old Pope – is safely with the Allies – 

 

My Lord 

 Buonaparte has either solicited or accepted a retirement upon a Pension in the Island of Elba – He 

has formally abdicated – Ney, Victor, Mortier Oudinot – ha<ve/>d all forsaken him – Boulogne is 

opened – the Deputies are from Dunkirk & not from Paris – 

 All this my Lord is true – 

 A Fine Subect for an Epic 

  J.Murray 

 

past 5. 

 

[vertically up right-hand side:] 

 

I cant procure 

One Courier 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 9th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 61; BLJ IV 91) 

[To J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

Byron answers the previous item. 

April 9
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / All these news are very fine – but nevertheless I want my books if you can find or cause 

them to be found for me – if only to send them to N
n
 in the “island of Elba” during his retirement. – 

I also – (if convenient & you have no party with you) – sh
d
. be glad to speak with you for a few 

minutes this Even. as I have had a letter from M
r
. Moore and 

 

1:2 

 

wish to ask you as the best judge of the best time for him to publish the work he has composed – I need 

not say that I have his success much at heart – not only because he is my friend – but something much 

better – a man of great talent of which he is less sensible than I believe any even of his enemies. – – – 

If you can so far oblige me as to step down do so – 

 

                                                 
220: Ridgway had caused Lines to a Lady Weeping to be printed next to B.’s verses on Bosun. 
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1:3 

 

& if you are otherwise occupied – – say nothing about it – I shall find you at home in y
e
 course of next 

week. – – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

 

P.S. 

 I see Sotheby’s tragedies advertised
221

 – the D. of Darnley is a famous subject – one of the best I 

should think for the Drama – pray let me have a copy when ready. – – 

M
rs
. L was much pleased with her books – & desired me to 

 

1:4 

 

thank you – she means I believe to write to you her acknowledgements. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 9th 1814 (ii: ?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 90) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord 

 Being at home – it is unnecessary for me to add that I shall attend your summons in less than 15 

minutes 

 As to the Books  [wavy line] 

———— 

you behave as Napoleon did to a Woman who had lost her beauty – – even Mad de – S – was his 

Enemy 

 J M. 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

April 10th 1814: Byron writes the Ode to Napoleon Buonaparte, and fair-copies it the next day. 
 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 10th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 66; BLJ IV 94) 

Byron assures Murray (on the day of composition) that the Ode is not pro-Bonaparte. 

[To Jno Murray Esq
re

. / 50. A
l
. Street.] 

April 10
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I have written an ode on the fall of Nap
n
. which if you like I will copy out & make you a 

present of – M
r
. Merivale has seen part of it & likes it – you may shew it to M

r
. G

d
. & print it or not as 

you please – it is of no consequence. – It contains nothing in his favour – & no allusion whatever to our 

own 

 

1:2 

 

Government or the Bourbons. 

 y
rs
. ever. 

  [swirl] 

 

P.S. 

 It is in the measure of my stanzas at the end of C H
d
 – which were much liked – beginning “and 

thou art dead” &
c
. &

c
. – 

there are ten stanzas of 90 lines in all. – 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 11th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 91-2) 

                                                 
221: Mu. is about to publish Sotheby’s Death of Darnley and Ivan, which is almost put on at Drury Lane next 

year. 
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Murray answers the previous item. He is grateful – not because of politics, but because of sales. 

 

My Lord 

 I have sent the MSS to M
r
 G – but having got a proof I can not refrain from communicating it to 

you before I get his answer – All the first part is at least equal to any thing you have written after 

Stanza IX I think it wants your attention & the closing lines are not good – it is a subject 

 

1:2 

 

certainly every way worthy of you – I think any degrading notice of Kings should not be in a poem 

which will otherwise find universal admirers – & this I ask of you for your Booksellers Sake – You 

will hear or see me as soon as I have heard from or seen M
r
 G – 

 J.M. 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 11th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 67; BLJ IV 94) 

Byron wants the Ode to be anonymous, but rumoured as his. 

April 10
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 If the enclosed is deemed worth printing by itself – let it be without a name – though I have no 

objection to its’ being said to be mine – if you could also get it stopped you will oblige y
rs
. truly 

Bn 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 11th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 67; BLJ IV 94) 

A single sheet. 

April 11
th

. 

1814 

Dear Sir 

 I enclose you a letteret from M
rs
. L

h
. – – – 

It will be best not to put my name to our Ode but you may say openly as you like that it is mine – & I 

can inscribe it to M
r
. Hobhouse from y

e
. Author which will mark it sufficiently. – After the resolution 

of not publishing – though it is a thing of little length & less consequence it will be 

 

1:2 

 

better altogether that it is anonymous – but we will incorporate it in the first tome of ours that you find 

time or the wish to publish. – 

 y
rs
 alway 

P.S. – I hope you got a note of   [swirl] 

alterations sent this Matin. 

 

P.S. – Oh my books! my books! will you never find my books! – 

Alter “potent spell” to “quickening spell”
222

 the first (as Polonius says) “is a vile phrase”
223

 & means 

 

[vertically up right-hand side:] 

 

nothing besides being common place is Rosa Matildish. – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 12th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 68; BLJ IV 85) 

April 12
th

. 

1814 

Dear Sir / 

                                                 
222: Ode, 65. 

223: Shakespeare, Hamlet, II ii 110. 
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 I send you a few notes and trifling alterations and an additional motto from Gibbon, – which 

you will find singularly appropriate. A “Goodnatured friend”
224

 tells me there is a most scurrilous 

attack on us in the Anti jac: R
w
. – which you have not sent – send it – as I am in that state of languor 

which will derive benefit from getting into a passion. – ever y
rs
. 

 [swirl] 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 12th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 68; BLJ IV 95) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street] 

A
l
 12

th
. 

1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I am {very} glad you like it – as I am anxious that the whole should be ready {tomorrow} – 

perhaps I can have a proof early in the morning – or if you can thoroughly read my detestable scrawl – 

& could correct very carefully the whole yourself – it may save time & do well without my 

superintendence. – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 12th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 95) 

April 12
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / I send you some replicatory notes for “the Corsair” which you must insert there the very first 

opportunity. – In the mean time strike me off a proof of them to be ready for occasion – & I think your 

Reviewer (whoever he may be) should see what I quote for “the Corsair” in behalf of his being in 

Nature  

 y
rs
. ever [swirl] 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 12th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 96) 

April 12
th

 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 Will you consult some of your literati on the pointing & the propriety of the notes – & attend 

to the corrections & alterations. – Perhaps we had better have one more revise. – 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

P.S. – I have read the Anti=jac: it is a bagatelle & reprint of Courier. – 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 12th 1814: 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43488; this text from BLJ IV 96) 

April 12th. 1814 

Dear Sir – I send you 2 new Stanzas to the 2d and third – if they are tolerable insert then – and let me 

have a proof of the whole. – 

Ever yrs. 

B 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 12th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 92) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord 

 I have sent your last note to the printer – 

                                                 
224: Sheridan, The Critic, Act I. Sir Fretful Plagiary speaks. 
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 All your alterations appear to me great improvements – the last I like exceedingly – & in the 

previous one the Quotation from Gibbon is happiness itself 

 If the thing be complete 

 

1:2 

 

it will be read in every Part of the kingdom – I think your alterred stanza just received will be very 

popular & it is really a just tribute to the Nation – Patriotism is the universal sentiment at this time – 

 most faithfully 

 Your Lordships increasing Admirer – 

 J.M. 

 

Tuesday 

 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 16th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 98) 

[To J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. / 50. A
l
. Street. –] 

 

Perhaps you may have leisure & inclination to step up here for a few minutes – I have something to say 

about an Irish piracy of the E B which must be stopped. – 

 y
rs
. ever 

  B 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 17th–18th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 69; BLJ IV 98) 

 

Dear Sir / 

 Thanks – if you can get the stanza enclosed in – do. – I send you Hunt 
x
 with his Ode – the 

thoughts are good – but the expressions buckram except here & there. – 

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

 
[Murray note: X a most contemptible Ode by one Leigh Hunt (reformer in the Examiner Sunday Apr. 17. 1814] 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank]. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 21st 1814: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 72; BLJ IV 102) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

.] 

April 21
st
. 1814 

P.S. – I want Moreri
225

 to purchase for good & all – I have a Bayle
226

 but I want M. too. 

 

Dear Sir / 

 Many thanks with y
e
. letters which I return. – 

You know I am a jacobin & could not wear white nor see the installation of Louis the gouty. – This is 

sad news
227

 – & very hard upon the sufferers at any but more at such a time – I mean the Bayonne 

Sortie.
228

 – – – 

You should urge Moore to come out. –  

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

 

P.S. – Perry hath a piece of compli= 

                                                 
225: Louis Moreri, Grand Dictionnaire Historique. No. 373 in the 1816 Sale Catalogue. 

226: Pierre Bayle, Dictionnaire Historique et Critique. Byron’s bible. No. 13 in the 1816 Sale Catalogue. 

227: Louis XVIII has been restored to the throne of France. 

228: A battle in which many were killed before news reached them that peace had been signed. 



 76

 

1:2 

 

=ment today – but I think the name <should> {might} have been as well omitted – no matter they can 

but throw the old story of inconsistency in my teeth – let them – I mean as to not publishing – however 

now I will keep my word – nothing but the occasion which was physically irresistible made me swerve 

– and I thought an anonyme within my pact with y
e
 public – it is the only thing I have or shall set 

about. – – – – 

 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 22nd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 73; BLJ IV 102) 

April 22
d
. 1814 

I think you told me that you wanted some smaller poems for the small Edition you intended some time 

or other to print – For this purpose I transmit you y
e
. enclosed and if I can find – or create any more 

you shall have them. 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 23rd 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 74; BLJ IV 103) 

The poem Byron mentions here has not been identified. 

 

Dear Sir / 

 I send you a poem as sent to me in M.S. for criticism with the Author’s letter – & will feel 

obliged if you will send it back to the man tomorrow (see his address in y
e
. letter) with any {or no} 

answer – – 

 [swirl erased] 

 

The title & subject would be thought original – but in Rochester’s poems 

 

1:2 

 

mention is made of a play with the like delicate appellation. – 

Who the man is I know not by his letter he seems by his poem – insane. – 

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 25th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 93) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord 

 I am exceedingly obliged by your kindness in sending the Letter wch M
r
 Hammond desires me to 

thank you for & say that he thinks it excellent – 

 I want to occupy One more page at the end of the Ode in order to escape the necessity of paying a 

Stamp Duty & 

 

1:2 

 

of having every Copy Stamped it being only One Sheet
229

 – May I print the beautiful poem you sent me 

on Saturday? 

 I beg the favour of two franks – May I send the Letter to M
r
 G – I will get it back to you this 

evening – 

                                                 
229: No-one has queried Andrew Nicholson’s argument that there was no such duty, and that Mu. is humbugging 

B. to get more stanzas out of him. 
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 Most faithfully 

  Yr Lordships Se
r
 

   Jno Murray 

 

Monday 

 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 25th 1814: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 74; BLJ IV 103) 

[To J{no –} Murray Esqre. / 50. Alb. Street.] 

Byron answers the previous item (forgetting at first the last two letters of Murray’s diminutive). 

 

April 25
th

. 

Dear Sir / 

 Let M
r
. G have y

e
. letter & return it at his leisure – I would have offered it had I thought that 

he liked things of the kind. – Do you want the last page filled up immediately? – I have doubts about 

the lines being worth printing – at any rate I must see them again & alter some <points> passages 

before they go forth in any 

 

1:2 

 

shape into the Ocean of circulation – a very <vain> conceited phrase by the bye – well then – channel 

of publication will do. – – 

“I am not i’ the vein”
230

 or I could knock off a stanza or 3 for the Ode that might answer the purpose 

better – at all events – I must see the lines again first – as there be two I have altered in my mind’s 

manuscript already – 

 

[vertically up 1:3:] 

 

has any one seen & judged of them? – that is the criticism by which I will abide – only give me a fair 

report – & “nothing extenuate”
231

 as I will in that case do something else. 

 ever y
rs
 

 [swirl] 

[1:4, over address, inverted:] 

 

 I want Moreri – & an Athenæus.
 232

 – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 26th 1814 (i): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 75; BLJ IV 106) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

 / 50. A
l
. Street. –] 

April 26
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I have been thinking that it might be as well to publish no more of the Ode separately – but 

incorporate it with any of the other things – and include the smaller poems too (in that case) – which I 

must previously correct nevertheless. – 

I can’t for the head of me 

 

1:2 

 

add a line worth scribbling – my “vein” is quite gone – and my present occupations are of the 

gymnastic order – boxing and fencing – & my principal conversation {is} with my Maccaw & Bayle – 

I want my Moreri – & I want Athenæus.  – – – – – 

 y
rs
. alway 

  [swirl] 

P.S. 

                                                 
230: Shakespeare, Richard III IV ii 122. 

231: Shakespeare, Othello, V ii 345. 

232: Greek grammarian, c.300 AD. No. 193 in the 1816 Sale Catalogue. 
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 I hope you sent back that poetical packet to the address which I forwarded 

 

[1:3, bottom] 

 

to you on Sunday – if not – pray do – or I shall have the author screaming after his Epic. – – – – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 26th 1814 (ii): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 76; BLJ IV 107) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 A
l
. Street. –] 

Byron expresses a dislike for the extra Ode stanzas, and gives an economical survey of his 

poetical career to date. 

April 26
th

. 1814 

D
r
. Sir / 

 I have no guess at your Author but it is a noble poem
233

 – & worth a thousand odes of anybody’s. 

– – 

I suppose I may keep this copy: – <&> after reading it I really regret having written my own – I say 

this very sincerely albeit unused to think humbly of self. – 

I don’t like the additional stanzas at all – and they 

 

1:2 

 

had better be left out – the fact I can’t do anything I am asked to do – however gladly I would – and at 

the end of a week – my interest in a composition goes off – this will account to you for my doing no 

better for your “stamp duty” Postscript. – – 

The S. R.
234

 is very civil – but what do they mean by C
d
 H

d
 resembling Marmion? – & the next two G

r
 

& B
e
 not resembling Scott? – I certainly 

 

1:3 

 

never intended to copy him – but if there is any copyism – it must be in the 2 poems – where <his> 

{the same} versification is adopted – however they exempt the Corsair from all resemblance to any 

thing – though I rather wonder <the><f> at his escape. – – – 

If ever I did anything original it was in C
d
 H

d
 – which I prefer to the other things always after the l

st
. 

week – yesterday – I reread E B
ds

 – (bating the malice) it is the best. –  

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

April 1814: Ode to Napoleon Buonaparte published. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, April 29th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 77; BLJ IV 107-8) 

Byron demands that all unsold copies of The Giaour and The Bride be destroyed, and implies his 

relationship with Murray to be over. 

2 Albany – April 29
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I enclose a draft for the money – when paid send the Copyrights – I release you from the 

thousand pounds agreed on for the Giaour & Bride – and there’s an end. – – 

If any accident occurs to me – you may do then as you please – but with the exception of two copies of 

each for yourself only – I expect and request – that the advertisements be withdrawn – and the 

remaining copies of all destroyed – and any expence so incurred I will be glad to defray. – – 

For all this it might be as well to assign some reason – I have none to give except my own caprice, and 

<that> I do not consider the circumstances of con= 

 

1:2 

 

                                                 
233: Bonaparte by Stratford Canning. A copy of a letter from B. to Canning in NLS 43488 runs, “May 24 – 1814 / 

Dear Sir / The note at 2 months paid to my account at Messrs Hoares (Fleet Street) will do very well. – I do not 

think less highly of “Bonaparte” for knowing the author – I was aware that he was a man of talent – but did not 

suspect him of possessing all the family talents to such perfection. / ever yrs / [swirl]”. 

234: The Scottish Review, part of the Scots Magazine, had reviewed Bride in its January 1814 number. 



 79

=sequence enough to require explanation. – – 

In course I need hardly assure you that they never shall be published with my consent – directly or 

indirectly by any other person whatsoever, and that I am perfectly satisfied & have every reason so to 

be with your conduct in all transactions between us as <author and bookseller> publisher & author.
235

 – 

– – 

It will give me great pleasure to preserve your acquaintance – and to consider you as my friend – 

Believe me very truly and for much attention 

 y
r
. obliged 

  & very obed
t
. St. 

   Byron 
To J. Murray Esq

re
 

 50. A
l
. Street. 

 

[1:3, bottom:] 

 

P.S. – I do not think that I have overdrawn at Hammersley’s – but if that be the case I can draw for the 

superflux on Hoare’s – the draft is 5£ short – but that I will make up – on payment – not before – return 

the copyright papers. – 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, May 1st 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 95) 

Murray, answering the previous item, is naturally upset ... 

 

My Lord 

 I really could not believe that you were serious until I received your formidable note – you are not 

aware of the mischief you would dash into my affairs – it is I fear impossible for me to <to> resist any 

wish of yours, although my ruin & utter dejection of Spirits would be the consequence of your present 

demand – I declare to God I am half determined to <giv> throw up my business altogether I entreat that 

your Lordship will take a few days to reflect upon a conduct which will occasion so much misery of 

Mind to one who looks up to you as a patron & who 

 

1:2 

 

would go to the worlds end to serve you – You have not my Lord the slightest conception of the 

unhappiness you would occasion me for the fame of  your Genius is invaluable to me 

 I really do not know what to say if your Lordship will have no feeling for one who would realy 

become 

 your attached & devoted Servant 

  Jno Murray 

 

Sunday 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, May 1st 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 78; BLJ IV 112) 

[To J
no

. Murray Esqre / 50 Albemarle Street. –] 

… so Byron changes his mind, almost addressing his publisher for the first time ever as “Dear 

Murray”. 

<Apl 31
st
> 

May 1
st
 

1814 

Dear <Murray> {Sir}
236

 / 

 If your present note is serious – and it really would be inconvenient – there is 

an end of the matter – tear <the paper> {my draft} – & go on as usual – in that case we will recur to 

                                                 
235: An important distinction: but B. does not erase his first thought so as to make it illegible. 

236: B. writes “Dear Murray”, then corrects to “Dear Sir” without starting a new letter. 
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our former basis. That I was perfectly serious in wishing to suppress all future publication is true – but 

certainly not to interfere with the convenience 

 

1:2 

 

of others – & more particularly your own. – Some day I will tell you the reason of this apparently 

strange resolution – at present it may be enough to say that I recall it at your suggestion – and as it 

appears to have annoyed you I lose no time in saying so 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

May 15th 1814: Byron starts Lara, and finishes it June 12th. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, May 24th 1814 (?): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 95-6) 

 

My Lord 

 I am really ashamed to call upon you – will it interfere with your Lordships objects if I send a note 

payable in Two months for the 1000 G
s
 – if left at your Lordships Banker – it will cost no further 

trouble – if this <really> (under the circumstances) not very modest request, would disarrange your 

Lordships plans I entreat your Lordship to say so, & my convenience will instantly yield to your wishes 

– I must repeat that I feel ashamed to have had occasion to say a word upon the matter – 

+          +          + 

 The author of “Buonaparte”
237

 

 

1:2 

 

has just returned from Paris & when I communicated to him your Lordships particular & repeated 

praise of his poem he desired me to assure you that he feels more gratified by your opinion than by any 

other – He begs me to present a Copy if it be worthy your Lordships acceptance, in the name of the 

Author M
r
 Stratford Canning 

 I am my Lord 

  your faithful Servant 

   Jno Murray 

 

Tuesday 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, June 14th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 95; BLJ IV 126) 

June 14
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I return your packet of this morning. – 

Have you heard that Bertrand has returned to Paris with the account of Napoleon’s having lost his 

senses? – it is a report – but if true – I must like M
r
. Fitzgerald and Jeremiah (of lamentable memory) 

lay claim to prophecy – that is to say of saying that he ought to 

 

1:2 

 

go out of senses – in the penultimate stanza of a certain ode – the which having been pronounced 

nonsense by several profound critics has a still further pretension by it’s unintelligibility to <the> 

inspiration. – – – 

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

                                                 
237: Stratford Canning, Under-Secretary to the English Ambassador in Constantinople when B. was there. 
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Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, June 14th-21st 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 97) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord 

 I called to take leave & to receive yr commands & possibly the first Canto – but hearing that you 

had certain People with You I thought the meeting might prove too Dramatic for Your taste & so I send 

over my dutiful Compliments instead having the great pleasure of delivering them in Person 

  Jno Murray 

 

Noon 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, June 21st 1814: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 98; BLJ IV 129) 

[To / J
no

. Murray Esq
re

. / 50 Albemarle Street.] 

Byron would happily destroy the newly-written Lara. 

June 21
st
. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I suppose “Lara” is gone to the Devil – which is no great matter – only let me know that I may 

be saved the trouble of copying the rest – and put the first into the fire – I really have no anxiety about 

it – & shall not be sorry to be saved the copying – which goes on very slowly 

 

1:2 

 

and may prove to you that you may speak out – or I should be less sluggish. – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, June 21st 1814 (?): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 97) 

[The Lord Byron] 

Murray reassures him at once. See the speed with which Byron’s manuscript gets copied, set up 

in proof, and returned. 

 

My Lord 

 Lara is I declare to God more evenly great from first to last as far as I have read than any of 

his relations – I copied the whole in order to preserve the MSS & this evening I expect the first proof – 

& I have awaited only for this to call & tell you how much I am surprised & delighted by this new 

 

1:2 

 

Poem. I am truly anxious to receive the remainder which I hoped to do when I brought the first proof – 

wch will not be of the whole – because nothing but exertion <to> could retain even two men at their 

work – 

 J.M. 

 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, June 24th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 99; BLJ IV 132) 

Dallas punctuates Lara. 

June 24
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I hope the next proof will be better – this was one which would have consoled Job had it been 

of his “enemy’s book.”
238

 – – 

                                                 
238: Job 31:35. 
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Let Mr. Dallas <many> – have the next for the pointing’s sake – & let me have a more correct revise 

for my own. 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, June 24th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 132) 

[Little Ryder St.] 

Perhaps addressed to the printer. 

 

Dear Sir / Let me have a correct revise of the whole – I have corrected some of the most horrible 

blunders that ever crept into a proof 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, June 24th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 98) 

The proof of Lara has been set up by a team of six typesetters. 

 

My Lord 

 I send a proof of the whole of Lara but I have to entreat the favour of your pardon for the gross 

incorrectness wch will be found in the two last sheets owing to my desire of preserving the original 

MSS & the haste with which the Copy of it was made by 6 people in order to retard as little as possible 

the means of sending the proof to Your Lordship – 

 I think the close of the <fig> Battle & the Death of Lara are the finest things that were ever penned 

 

1:2 

 

particularly the first of these two & as a whole I will venture my Life that it does your Lordship honour 

– 

 Amen 

  J.M. 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, June 27th 1814 (i): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 134) 

On a scrap of paper, Byron reacts to what he reads as Murray’s implication that Lara needs a 

bigger battle. 

 

Dear Sir / 

 You demanded more battle – there it is – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

June 27
th
. [swirl] 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, June 27th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 99) 

Murray responds to the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

 I have received your communication & am delighted by your mode of giving Battle – of which 

your Lordship shall receive a proof tomorrow 

 JM 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 
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Byron to John Murray (b), June 27th 1814: 

(Source: text from the Berg Collection, NYPL; BLJ IV 134) 

Transcription by Paul Curtis, modified 

June 27
th

. 1814 – 

Dear Sir / 

               I have not looked over the proofs – but send you more additions &
c
. & request a correct revise 

of the whole – when convenient. –  

                    y
rs
. truly  

                             B  

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

[1:4 in another hand:] “Byron Lord / 28 June 1814” 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, July 11th 1814 (?): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 99) 

 

My Lord 

 The Exhibition having closed,
239

 I entreat the favour of your kind recollection of a promise, made 

some time ago, to honour me, with the highest mark of personal <h> esteem, by presenting me with 

your Lordships Portrait – a favor my Lord upon which if I have no increased claim – I am sure I stand 

in greater need when the room in which I should place <the portrait> it is no longer honoured with the 

presence of the Original to whose continued friendship I owe so much 

 I am my Lord 

 “your poor servant ever”
240

 

  John Murray 

 

Albemarle Street 

Monday 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, July 11th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 107; BLJ IV 140) 

[To / J
no

 Murray Esq
re

. / 50. Albemarle Street] 

Byron answers the previous item. 

 

Dear Sir / 

 You shall have one of the pictures.
241

 – I wish you to send the proof of “Lara” to M
r
. Moore 

33 – Bury Street tonight – as he leaves town tomorrow – & wishes to see it before he goes – and I am 

also willing to derive the benefit of his remarks. – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, July 12th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488 f.125; BLJ IV 140) 

[To – / Jno Murray Esqre / 50 Albemarle Street. –] 

July 12
th

. 1814. 

Dear Sir, 

 M
r
. Moore has gone to the country & carried off Lara with him – I suppose it is of no 

consequence & that another can be sent to me exactly the same. – At your leisure (not now when at 

dinner) you can answer this. – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

[Reverse blank.] 

                                                 
239: The Royal Academy summer exhibition had the Philips Albanian and Cloak portraits (Peach figs.32 and 38). 

240: Shakespeare, Hamlet, I ii 162. 

241: Murray gets the Cloak portrait. 
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Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, July 12th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 100) 

[The Lord Byron] 

Murray answers the previous item. 

 

your Lordship is yet in good time – I send another copy of the Proofs which I have by me – 

 I have sent Childe Harold & the Giaour to Stothard
242

 to read previously – 

 I send yr Lordship a Letter which comes to me very flatteringly 

 J.M. 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank]. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, July 6th or 13th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles 229; LJM 101) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

 My Lord 

 M
r
 Rogers called today with his Poem to be printed with yours

243
 – I send the first Sheet of 

Gifford’s Copy of the Proof – the rest I will get (if not to-day) tomorrow – 

 M
r
 Ward has read the Proof & admires the Poem greatly – I suggested if it were not too 

semblable
244

 – he said it showed uncommon talent to exhibit the same Portrait in so many lights &c &c 

 I am obliged to go to the Country ¼ before 3 – but return at night. 

 faithfully y
r
 Lordships Serv

t
 

 Jno Murray 

Wednesday 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, July 18th 1814: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 107; BLJ IV 142) 

J
y
 18

th
. 1814 

Dear Sir, 

 I think you will be satisfied even to repletion with our Northern friends – & I wont deprive 

you longer of what I think will give you pleasure – for my own part my modesty or my vanity must be 

silent. – 

 ever y
rs
. truly 

  Bn 

P.S. 

 If you could spare it for an hour in the Evening – I wish you to send it up to M
rs
. L

h
 your 

neighbour at the London Hotel A
l
 Street. 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron now goes to Hastings with Augusta. As with The Corsair, he’s out of town when Lara is 

published. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, July 20th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 102) 

 

My Lord 

 I have the pleasure of sending you the fragment
245

 which Sir John Malcolm repeated to you in part 

the other day – he will feel obliged if in returning it you would favor him with any critical Comments – 

 It should have been given to your Lordship yesterday but I was so much broken in upon that it 

unfortunately escaped me 

                                                 
242: Thomas Stothard was preparing illustrations to B.’s work, engravings of which Mu. published in December. 

243: Rogers’ Jacqueline was published with B.’s Lara shortly after August 5th 1814. 

244: That is, too close in subject-matter to The Corsair. 

245: Perhaps Malcolm’s poem Persia, though that is not a fragment. 
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1:2 

 

 I beg leave to offer my Compliments & remain 

 <Dear> My Lord 

  your faithful Servant 

   John Murray 

 

Wednesday 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, July 23rd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 109; BLJ IV 144) 

[To / M
r
. M. –] 

Again we find Byron “manipulating his publicity image”. 

July 23
d
. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I am very sorry to say that the print
246

 is by no means approved by those who have seen it – 

who are pretty conversant with the original as well as the picture – from whence it is taken – I rather 

suspect that it is from the copy & not the exhibited portrait – and in this dilemma would recommend a 

suspension – if not abandonment of the prefixion to the vols – which you purpose inflicting on the 

public. – – With regard to Lara don’t be in any hurry – I have 

 

1:2 

 

not yet made up my mind on the subject nor know what to think or do – till I hear from you – and M
r
. 

R. appeared to me in a similar state of indetermination. – I do not know that it may not be better to 

reserve for the entire publication you proposed {and not} adventure in hardy singleness – or even 

backed by the fairy Jacqueline – I have been seized with all kinds of doubts &
c
. &

c
. since I left London. 

– – 

Pray let me hear from you & believe me 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, July 23rd 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 109; BLJ IV 145) 

[M
r
. Murray.] 

 

I have read the article & concur in opinion with M
r
. Rogers & my friends that I have every reason to be 

satisfied. – You best know as Publisher how far the book may be injured or benefited by the critique in 

question.
247

 – I can only say that I do not see how more could have been said, though perhaps it might 

have been done more good=humouredly. – 

 y
rs
. very truly 

  B 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, July 24th 1814: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 110; BLJ IV 145-6) 

Byron dislikes the portrait because Augusta says it doesn’t look like him. 

July 24
th

. 1814. – 

Dear Sir / 

 The minority must in this case carry it – so pray let it be so – for I don’t care a sixpence for 

any of the opinions you mention on such a subject – and Phillips must be a dunce to agree with them – 

for my own part I have no opinion at all – but M
rs
. L & my cousin must be better judges of the likeness 

than others – and they 

                                                 
246: An engraving by Agar of the Cloak portrait. 

247: Critique unidentified. 
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1:2 

 

hate it – & so I wont have it at all. – – 

M
r
. Hobhouse is right as for his conclusion

248
 – but I deny the premises – the name only is Spanish – 

the country is not Spain but the Moon. – 

Waverley
249

 is the best & most interesting novel I have redde since – I don’t know when – I like it as 

much as I hate Patronage & Wanderer – & O’donnel
250

 and all the 

 

1:3 

 

feminine trash of the last four months – besides – it is all easy to me – because I have been in Scotland 

so much – (though {then} young enough too) and feel at home with the people lowland & Gael. – – 

A note will correct what M
r
. Hob

e
 thinks an error – (about the feudal system in Spain) it is not Spain – 

if he puts a few words of prose any where it will set all right. – 

 

1:4 

 

I have been ordered to town to vote – I shall disobey – there is no good in so much prating – since 

“certain issues strokes should arbitrate”.
251

 – 

If you have nothing to say let me hear from you – y
rs
. ever. 

 [swirl] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, July 28th 1814: 

(Source not yet found in NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 112; BLJ IV 146) 

Byron answers a Murray letter which has been lost. 
July 28

th
. 1814 

Dear Sir / – I am very glad indeed that Mr. G
d
 thinks so – & it shall be as he recommends. – You had 

better not publish till the E R has been out at least a week – & it is not yet arrived. – In fact – wait till 

you hear from me again before you publish it at all. – Remember – we positively will not have that 

same print by Phillips’ engraver, – your parcel of Clarke & letters has not arrived yet – but I suppose it 

will. 

ever y
rs
. 

B 

Byron to John Murray (a), July 29th 1814: 

(Source: text from Morgan Library MA 0062, 286952, Item 44; BLJ IV 146) 

Transcription by Paul Curtis, modified 

July 29
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

               I am sorry to say that all enquiry after this parcel which should have arrived 24 hours ago 

have been in vain – and I am in a fuss about my letters which had they been sent {as desired} by the 

Post would have been now in my poss= 

 

1:2 

 

=ession. – – Pray allow some enquiry to be made after them – and never in future trust to a parcel with 

my address for mine always miscarry. –  

                  y
rs
. truly  

                            B [flourish] 

 

[1:3 and 1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, July 29th 1814 (i): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 146) 

Byron’s writing is larger and more relaxed than usual. Hastings has done him good. 

                                                 
248: H. had pointed out that Lara’s first line is wrong, since Spain never had serfs. 

249: Scott’s first novel, just published. 

250: O’Donnell is by Lady Morgan; but it was not published until 1835. 

251: Shakespeare, Macbeth, V iv 20. 
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July 29
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 There is neither arrival nor hope of the parcel – I am sorry for the books – but a good deal 

more so for the letters – some of which may be on business – and at all events it is a vexation to lose 

them &
c
. &

c
. – I trust that you will let some enquiry be made at the accursed Coach Office – it is 

strange enough – since 

 

1:2 

 

my servants tell me that every thing else has found its’ way here without delay or puzzlement. – 

ever y
rs
 truly 

[big swirl] 

P.S. 

 Don’t do anything about “Lara” till I return to town – & do I not print in any number – at present. 

– – – – 

Cap
t
. Byron will deliver this – which will reach you before the post. – 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, July 31st 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 112; BLJ IV 147-8) 

Byron wishes that Sir John Malcolm’s Persia had been published with Lara and Jacqueline. 

 

July 31
st
. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 The parcel is come at last – it had made all sorts of circumvolution on y
e
. way – but no 

matter. – So the E. R. is out – I thought I had requested you to send me a copy for M
rs
. L. which I beg 

you will immediately and a little more 

 

1:2 

 

carefully than the last. – I shall expect it with the answer to this on Tuesday – and by the same post any 

letters at Albany – not in the parcel with the E. Re
w
. – which can be sent separately. – Many thanks for 

Sir J. Malcolm – I wish to the skies – he had been of the party with R. & me – 

 

1:3 

 

I can as yet give no positive answer about Lara. I will return Persia in a day or two – but I must read it 

at my leisure. – – – 

I send back the Butlers – you forget that I can only frank from Hastings. 

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl / B] 

P.S. – Don’t forget the E. R. for I have given my copy to M
r
. H. – – – 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, August 2nd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 113; BLJ IV 149-50) 

August 2
d
. 1814 

Dear Sir – 

 Enclosed is a letter from M
r
. Moore. – – 

Thanks for the letters – but you have neither sent nor said a word of sending the Edin
h
. Rev

w
. though I 

particularly requested it – pray send it – as I have not my copy – Ridgway generally saves one for me
252

 

– and if you have none by you, you 

 

1:2 

 

{can} obtain mine from him. – – 

                                                 
252: Evidence that Mu. is not the only publisher with whom B. is in contact. 
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I am sorry to see that the papers have by some means obtained & published a copy (an imperfect one 

by the bye) of some lines
253

 – I cannot divine how – as none were ever given except to the person to 

whom they were addressed – but there they are with {(some errors and} my name to them – it cannot 

be helped now – but it is very unfair in the E
r
s to do this without 

 

1:3 

 

at least asking a writer’s consent – besides – putting a name without permission is not much better – 

but no matter – it seems fated that I am never to be left quiet even when disposed to remain so. – Do 

not forget the E. R. again – and present my best thanks to Sir J
no

. Malcolm for a very beautiful poem. 

ever y
rs
 truly 

[swirl] 

P.S. – <two lines crossed out heavily> 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, August 3rd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 115; BLJ IV 150-1) 

 

[letter concludes at beginning:] 

 

or the Gut in a Gale of wind – or even the bay of Biscay with no <calm> {wind} at all. 

 

August 3
d
. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 It is certainly a little extraordinary that you have not sent the E. R. as I requested – and hoped 

it would not require a note a day to remind you. – 

I see advertisements of Lara & Lara & Jacqueline – pray why? when I requested you to postpone 

publication till 

 

1:2 

 

my return to town. – 

<two lines crossed out heavily> 

I have a most amusing epistle from the Ettrick Bard Hogg – in which speaking of his bookseller  – 

whom he denominates the “shabbiest” of the trade – for not “lifting his bills” he adds in so many words 

“G – d d – n him and them both” this is a pretty prelude 

 

1:3 

 

to asking you to adopt him (the said Hogg) but this he wishes – and if you please you & I will talk it 

over – he has a poem ready for the press – (and your bills too if “liftable”) and bestows some 

benedictions on M
r
. R. for his abduction of Lara from the forthcoming Mis. – 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

P.S. 

 Seriously – I think M
r
. 

 

1:4 

 

Hogg would suit you very well – and surely he is a man of great powers and deserving of 

encouragement – – I must knock out a tale for him – and you should at all events consider before you 

reject his suit. – 

Scott is gone to the Orkneys in a Gale of wind – and Hogg says that during the said Gale “he is sure 

that S. is not quite at his ease to say the best of it” – Ah! I wish these home keeping bards could taste a 

Mediterranean White Squall [letter concludes at top of first page] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, August 4th 1814: 

                                                 
253: Condolatory Address to the Countess of Jersey. 
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(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 121; BLJ IV 153-4) 

Byron writes to Murray as though the publisher is dead. 

August 4
th

. 1823 

 Not having received the slightest answer to my last 3 letters – nor the book {(the last Number of 

the E. R.)} which they requested – I presume that you were the unfortunate person who perished in the 

Pagoda on Monday last
254

 – and address this rather to your executors than yourself – regretting that you 

should have had the ill luck to be the sole victim on that joyous occasion. – – 

I beg leave then to inform these gentlemen (whoever they may be) that I am a little surprised at the 

{previous} neglect of the deceased – and also at observing an advertisement of 

 

1:2 

 

an approaching publication on Saturday next – against the which I protested & do protest – for the 

present. – – – 

 y
rs
. (or theirs) &

c
. 

  [swirl] 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Hastings, August 5th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 122; BLJ IV 154-5) 

Byron, who has been teasing Murray all this time, consents to the publication of Lara. He 

answers a Murray letter which is missing. 

August 5
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 E. R. is arrived – thanks – I enclose M
r
. Hob

e
’s letter from which you will perceive the work 

you have made – however – I have done – you must send my rhymes to the Devil your own way. – It 

seems also that the “faithful & spirited likeness” is another of your publications – I wish you joy of it – 

but it is no likeness – that is the print – 

 

1:2 

 

seriously – if I have delayed your journey to S– I am sorry that you carried your complaisance so far – 

particularly as upon trifles you have a more summary method – <with> witness the grammar of H’s 

“bit of prose”
255

 which has put him & me into a fever. – You don’t condole with me about the 

Champion’s seizure & publication of the lines on the picture – of which 

 

1:3 

 

I knew nothing and am in a very bad humour at the proceeding – I gave no copy whatever (except to 

L
y
. J) and had not even one of my own. – Hogg must translate his own words – “lifting” is a quotation 

from his letter – together with “God d – n &
c
.” which I suppose requires no translation. – I was 

unaware of the contents of M
r
. M’s letter – I think your offer very handsome – but 

 

1:4 

 

of that you & he must judge – If he can get more – you won’t wonder that he should accept it – Out 

with Lara – since it must be – the tome looks pretty enough on the outside. – – – 

I shall be in town next week – & in the meantime wish you a pleasant journey – 

 

<nine lines crossed out, six vertically and three horizontally, partially obliterating Byron’s permission 

to Murray to print Lara>
256

 

y
rs
. truly 

[swirl] 

August 6th 1814: Lara published with Rogers’ Jacqueline. 
 

                                                 
254: Refers to a fatal accident in St James’s Park, round the corner from Albemarle Street. 

255: H. had objected to the use of “that” instead of “which” in the advertisement to Lara. 

256: Mu. complains of this erasure in his next letter. 
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Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, August 6th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 230-1; LJM 103-5) 

Murray has reacted instantaneously to the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

 I am really grateful for your obliging sufferance of my desire to publish Lara, for, I am sure, your 

Lordship knows the respect I bear you in every way, would not have allowed me to do this without 

your consent – I had anticipated this and had done everything but actually deliver the Copies of Lara 

and the moment I received your Lordships Letter, for, for it I waited – I cut the last cord of my aerial 

work – and at this instant Six Thousand Copies are gone!!! I have sent copies, I believe, to every one of 

your Lordships friends and without an exception they are delighted and their praise is most particularly 

and rootedly confirmed on a second perusal – which proves to them that your researches into the 

human heart and character are at once wonderful & just – M
r
 Frere likes the Poem greatly & admires 

most- 

 

1:2 

 

-ly the first canto – I mentioned the passage in the second canto descriptive of the morning after the 

battle, which delighted me so much, and indeed M
r
 Wilmot and many other persons, and his remark 

was that he thought it rather too shocking – this is perhaps a little fastidious – Sir Jno. Malcolm, whom 

I have not seen since, called to express his satisfaction; & by the way, I may <just> add that M
r
 Frere 

has been here this moment to take another Copy with him to read again in his carriage – he told me that 

M
r
 Canning liked it equally – M

r
 Frere and, in his report, M

r
 Canning, are the only persons whom I can 

have the pleasure of hearing speak in praise of Jacqueline – but they say it is beautiful & this is a Host 

– there is an obvious tendancy to disparage Jacqueline but I think it is unjust & will be overcome. 

 With regard to the portrait,
257

 the advertisement which your Lordship notices, was sent to the 

papers immediately after you had, at first, not disapproved of it – but as this was a 

 

1:3 

 

a point of realy delicacy towards your Lordship I did not think of giving out a Copy of it until I should 

have obtained permission – which I venture to entreat for – as a matter in which you need not care to 

concern yourself – & the next I make shall be with every endeavour to render it more worthy of the 

original – upon the score then of indifference – I solicit your Lordships Fiat. 

 Against the formidable attack on my Advertisement
258

 I feel perfectly secure – Imprimis – the<y> 

{words} are Giffords – in the second place M
r
 Frere denies that they are not Grammar & in the third 

place no other persons or person have noticed them & those to whom I suggested the <incorr> alledged 

incorrectness agree that they can be noticed noly by fastidiousness and Hypercriticism {of Friendship} 

– who, in such a poem, would stop for a moment at a word in the preface – Moreover, here is Johnson 

for you – and (thank God) for your Publisher – who, now that his author is 

 

1:4 

 

found out to be Dryden is, I suppose to be treated like Tonson but to Johnson 

 That –  1 not this 

   2 Which: relating to an antecedent thing 

   The mark that is set before him 

      Perkins 

   The time that clogs me 

      Shakespeare 

   Bones that hasten to be so 

      Cowley 

   Judgment that is equal 

      Wilkins 

are you Answered? 

 M
r
 Merivale is here, and subscribes to <my> {the} opinion in favour of That 

                                                 
257: J.S.Agar’s engraving of the Phillips portrait is advertised at the end of Lara and Jacqueline. 

258: Mu.’s polite description of H.’s pedantry. 
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 I felt more about the publication <about> {of} those lines
259

 than I could express & therefore I said 

nothing – it was most shameful to print at all – but with the name it was villanous – I saw them only in 

the Chronicle & I rejoice that they did not originate with our friend Perry – they spoilt that tone of 

harmony towards your Lordship 

 

2:1 

 

which had been so powerfully struck into the Public Mind by Jeffery – everybody thinks highly of the 

{talent of the} Article in the E.R and is in accord with its sentiments throughout. 

 I must remain some days yet to watch the progress of the demand for Lara &, therefore, as I could 

not attend my family to Scotland, I rather think of going to Paris first – and afterwards {to the} North. 

Your Lordship does not tell me & perhaps cannot the time of your return – Do me the favor to say if I 

shall have the pleasure of forwarding your Lordships Letters? x x x I have now decyphered the last part 

of your Lordships note – made obscure by the erasure of some valuable remarks
260

 – and rejoice that I 

shall have the pleasure of seeing your Lordship in Town – next week. 

 With assurances of the highest esteem I have the honour to remain 

 My Lord 

 Your faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Albemarle S
t
 

Saturday 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, August 14th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 104) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord 

 Will your Lordship be so very kind as to allow me to have a Copy of the Lines to Lady J today – 

that is to say, provided your Lordship <has> have no disinclination to accord me this favour – for I 

have some literary friends to dine with me today & I would be glad to read them – I pledge my word to 

allow no copy to be taken – or, if y
r
 Lordship lent me your own Copy by Six o Clock, I would return it 

this night – 

 ever yr Lordships 

  bounden Servant 

   Jno Murray 

Sunday 

 
[Reverse blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, August 17th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 109) 

[The Lord Byron] 

Another scrap, 12.5 x 20 cm. 

 

My Lord 

 I entreat you shew it not to anyone, until I shall exchange this copy for a perfect one – 

 J M. 

Upon my honour No other Personage or Person has a line – but you – Pray do not leave it about I will 

relieve you from this some time tomorrow 

 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 2, the Albany, London, August 18th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 160) 

August 18
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

                                                 
259: Condolatory Address to the Countess of Jersey. 

260: Refers to the heavy erasure at the end of the previous item. 
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 There is no occasion to put yourself out of humour in your answer to Mr. S
t
. G. nor would it 

answer my purpose so to do – I dare say his opinion is very sincere and that you will find many more 

of the same; it only proves that it had been better for me (& you too) if I had <kept> {adhered} to my 

intention and is a good lesson for the future. – 

 

1:2 

 

I shall probably hear something of N
d
. today. – – 

Penrose
261

 is most amusing – I never read so much of a book at one sitting in my life – he kept me up 

half the night and made me dream of him the other half: – it has all the air of truth – and is most 

entertaining & interesting in every point of view. – – 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, August 20th 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; LJM 109-10) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

My Lord 

 Any time this evening will y
r
 Lordship do me the favour to say 

 If Newstead be satisfactorily settled – 

 Does your Lordship go there tomorrow? 

 Have you done with Penrose whom I wish to convey to Scotland tomorrow by Blackwood to have 

it printed there – 

 Most Devotedly 

  yr Lordships Servant 

   John Murray 

 

Saturday 

¼ past 5 

 
[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, August 27th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 127; BLJ IV 162) 

August 27
th

. 1814 

Dear Sir, 

 I have nothing particular to trouble you with but a letter which I yesterday franked to you from 

M
r
. Hogg & which I hope will lead to a lucrative alliance between you. – If any thing occurs I shall 

avail myself of your good=natured offer to undertake any slight commission in my behalf – 

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, September 2nd 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 127; BLJ IV 163-4) 

Byron’s handwriting is as large and relaxed as it was at Hastings. He then shrinks his hand for 

the P.S. 
Newstead Abbey – 

Sept
r
. 2

d
. 1814 

Dear Sir, 

 I am obliged by what you have sent – but would rather not see anything of the kind – we have 

had enough already of these things good & bad – & next month you need not trouble yourself to collect 

even the “higher” generation – on my account. – It gives me much pleasure to hear of M
r
. Hob

e
’s & 

Mr. Meriv
le
’s good entreatment by the Journals you mention. – 

 

1:2 

                                                 
261: The Journal of Llewellin Penrose, a Seaman. 
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I still think M
r
. Hogg & yourself might make out an alliance – Dodsley’s

262
 was I believe the last 

decent thing of the kind & his had great success in it’s day &
c
 lasted several years – but then he had the 

double advantage of editing & publishing; the Spleen – & several of Gray’s odes – much of Shenstone 

& many others of good repute made their first appearance in his collection – now with the support of 

Scott – Wordsworth – Southey &
c
. – I see little reason why you should not do as well – and if once 

fairly 

 

1:3 

 

established you would have assistance from the youngsters I dare say – Stratford Canning (whose 

Bonaparte is excellent) a many others – and Moore & Hobhouse & I would try a fall now & then (if 

permitted) and you might coax Campbell too into it – by the bye – he has an unpublished (though 

printed) poem on a Scene in Germany (Bavaria I think)
263

 which I saw last year – that is perfectly 

magnificent & equal to himself – I wonder he don’t publish it. – – – – 

Oh – do you recollect Sharpe (the engraver’s) mad letter about not engraving Phillips’ 

 

1:4 

 

picture of Lord Foley? (as he blundered it) – well – I have traced it I think – it seems by the papers a 

preacher of Johanna Southcote’s
264

 is named Foley – & I can no way account for the said Sharpe’s 

confusion of words & ideas – but by that of his head’s running on Johanna & her apostles – it was a 

mercy he did not say Lord “Tozer”:
265

 you know of course that Sharpe is a believer in this new (old) 

Virgin of spiritual impregnation. – – – 

I long to know what she will produce – her being with child at 65 is indeed a 

 

2:1 

 

2) miracle – but her getting any one to beget it – a greater. – – – 

If you were not going to Paris – or Scotland I could send you some game – if you remain – let me 

know. – – 

 y
rs
. very truly 

  Byron 
 

P.S – 

 A word or two of “Lara” which your enclosure brings before me. – It is of no great promise 

separately but as connected with the other tales – it will do very well for the vols you mean to 

publish<ed>  – I would recommend this arrangement – {Childe H – the smaller poems} – Giaour – 

Bride – Corsair – Lara – the last completes the series – and its’ very likeness renders it necessary to the 

others. – Cawthorne writes that they are publishing E. B’s in Ireland – 

 

2:2 

 

pray enquire into this – because it must be stopped. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, September 5th 1814: 

(Source: NLS Ms.43494; LJM 110-1) 

Murray answers the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

 I am greatly obliged by your Letter which enables me to stettle my plan of proposals with M
r
 Hogg 

as with the associated view which your Lordship has judiciously given it may prove an interesting and 

valuable publication – though I can not help wishing that it had a more tasteful Editor – but I shall 

write to him immediately. 

                                                 
262: Robert Dodsley published an important eighteenth-century anthology of contemporary verse. 

263: Campbell’s poem is Lines on leaving a Scene in Bavaria. 

264: Mad prophetess who said she was about to give birth to Shiloh, the new Prince of Peace; died of dropsy. 

265: Tozer was a propagandist for Southcott. 
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 I had not heard of Campbells little poem or I would have tried at least to have seduced him into 

Publication – he is now at Rouen or Paris – 

 Your Lordship will observe in the Chronicle of today a curious, if not completely satisfactory, 

obstetrical Epistle from the renowned Dr Sims
266

 which will destroy Joanna’s Happiness & remove 

your Lordships 

 

1:2 

 

wonder at its protuberant cause – though after the happy & successful amours of the Hottentot Venus – 

with a Drummer
267

 our scepticism upon this subject might naturally subside – Sharpe has long been her 

devoted admirer & has actually ruined his fortune by its immediate & collateral effects. 

 Does your Lordship perceive M
r
 Hunts announcement “The Descent of Liberty” & the now 

Hobdom<i/>adal incense of Sonnets to keep his name & misfortunes before a heartless Public? – 

Gifford thinks there are some fine things in <the> Wordsworths new Poem.
268

 

 I trust that your Lordship is not Idle – The plan which you propose for the arrangement of your 

Poems shall be adopted as soon as we have sold the small edition now nearly compleated which runs as 

follows – 

 Vol I – Childe Harold 

  II Giaour – Bride 

  III Corsair – Lara 

  IV Poems – Ode 

1:3 

 

they will be ready in November & by March I expect to have demand for a new Edition – I have not – 

nor do I hear of any new book to interest your Lordship or I should venture to send it. 

 I have been confined to the house by a cold & fever for the last fortnight but I hope to be able to 

leave town for Scotland or Paris on Tuesday or Wednesday in next week – but I shall take the liberty of 

writing again before I go – I had a Letter from M
r
 Ward at Paris last week – Mad. de Stael has returned 

there by this time – 

 The publication of the English Bards in Ireland was only the first Edition a Copy of which I have 

& they have promissed to sin no more. 

 I hope that M
rs
 Leigh & the family are well & with respectful compliments remain 

 My Lord 

  your faithful Servant 

   John Murray 

Monday 

Sep 5. 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Newstead Abbey, September 7th 1814: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 131; BLJ IV 167) 

Byron answers the previous item. 
Newstead Abbey. – 

Sept
r
. 7

th
. 1814 

Dear Sir / 

 I should think M
r
. Hogg for his own sake as well as yours would be “critical” as Iago 

himself
269

 – in his editorial capacity – and that such a publication would answer his purpose & yours 

too with tolerable management – you should however have a good number to start with – I mean good 

in quality – in these days there be little fear of not coming up to the mark in quantity. – 

 

1:2 

 

                                                 
266: Dr Sims declared Southcott to be insane. 

267: The Hottentot Venus was a black woman exhibited as a freak; said to have had a child by a drummer. 

268: The Excursion. 

269: Shakespeare, Othello, II i 119. 
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There must be many “fine things” in Wordsworth – but I should think it difficult to make 6 quartos (the 

amount of the whole) all fine – particularly the Pedlar’s portion of the poem – but there can be no 

doubt of his powers to do about any thing. – – – – – 

I am “very idle” I have read the few books I had with me – & been forced to fish for lack of other 

argument
270

 – I have caught a great many perch and some carp which is a comfort as one would not 

lose one’s labour 

 

1:3 

 

willingly.
271

 – Pray who corrects the press of your vols? I hope “the Corsair” is printed from the copy I 

corrected with the additional lines in the first Canto. – & some notes from Sismondi & Lavater which I 

gave you to add thereto – the arrangement is very well . – – – – – 

My cursed people have not sent my papers since Sunday – and I have lost Johanna’s divorce from 

Jupiter – who hath gotten her with prophet? – is it Sharpe? – & how? for I am sure the common 

materials would not answer so pious a 

 

1:4 

 

purpose – I should like to buy one of her seals
272

 – if salvation can be had at half a guinea a head – the 

landlord of the Crown & Anchor should be ashamed of himself for charging double for tickets to a 

mere terrestrial banquet: – I am afraid seriously – that these matters will lend a sad handle to your 

profane Scoffers and give a loose to much damnable laughter. – I have not seen Hunt’s sonnets nor 

descent of Liberty – he has chosen a pretty place
273

 wherein to compose the last. – – – – 

Let me hear from you before you embark – 

 ever y
rs
. very truly 

  [swirl] 

3:1 

 

P.S. 

 M
rs
. L. and the children are very well – I have just read to her a sentence <of> {from} your epistle 

– and the remark was “how well he writes”
274

 – so you see – you may set up as Author in person 

whenever you please. – – – 

 

[3:2 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, September 10th 1814: 

(Source: NLS Ms.43494; LJM 115) 

[The Lord Byron] 

Murray answers the previous item. 

 

My Lord 

 I have just received the accompanying MSS
275

 which I think it may be interesting to you to read & 

afterwards I will beg the favour of its remission to me as I intend to urge very strongly to its author the 

splendid advantages of the Theatre. 

 I am just setting out for Brighton until Wednesday in order to put off my tour, this year, to the 

Continent – for I find it indispensable for me to shew myself in Scotland – whither I propose to set out 

in Ten days – 

 I do not mean this as an answer to your Lordships obliging Letter which I delay until my re 

 

1:2 

 

turn from Brighton – 

 I suspect I have to acknowledge your Lordships various kindness in the Shape of some Birds 

which have this moment arrived & which I shall put into the chaise with me. 

                                                 
270: Shakespeare, Henry V, III i 21. 

271: Yet see DJ XIII, 106, 5: … Angling too, that solitary Vice … 

272: Southcott distributed seals which would ensure salvation. 

273: Hunt is in Horsemonger Jail. 

274: One thing John Murray does not do is write well. 

275: Unidentified. 
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 With Compliments 

I remain 

 My Lord 

  your faithful Servant 

   Jno Murray 

 

Sep. 10 – 

Saturday 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

September 1814: Byron proposes to Annabella Milbanke, and is accepted. 

 

Murray to Byron, from Edinburgh, October 24th 1814: 

(Source: NLS Ms.43494; LJM 116-19) 

Murray visits Newstead, and hears rumours of an impending marriage. 

 

My Lord 

 If I have been too long in availing myself of your obliging permission to address you, on my 

travels, it has been occasioned less, I believe, from the want of objects to write about, than from their 

hurried succession. 

 Your Lordship will smile to be told how much your name has mingled in every stage of my 

journey & of my stay – Nottingham, the first place of my rest, became so, only from the magic of the 

Letter which your Lordship had so kindly given me <for> to your steward, for every part of the 

“Blackmoors Head” (as well as its Landlords,) was filled with the People, from all surrounding parts, 

who had come to the Fare, &, in the noble market Place, where it was held, I saw Forty Thousand well 

dressed men & women. The next morning I rode over to Newstead Abbey, into every corner of which I 

obliged my namesake
276

 to carry me, & to repeat its individual history – it was indeed “a vast and 

venerable pile”
277

 – but now, “so old it seemeth only not to fall”
278

 I can not describe to your Lordship 

the anxiety, & instant vexation, with which I viewed every spot & <to> heard M
r
 Murrays description 

of what it had once been & what it now is; to have seen it in all its antique splendour and 

 

1:2 

 

to have experienced, inch by inch, all its sad changes, as he has done, reflected to my mind a picture of 

human existance so miserable that I was thrown into a state of despondence which I could not shake of 

until the day after, when I <gave> {lost} my melancholny reflections <to> amongst the delightful 

scenery of Matlock. I, now, less wonder at your Lordships philosophy in parting with it – than admire 

the noble feelings which have induced you to retain a place which constantly reflects upon the 

barbarity which could have despoiled it to a degree that absolutely annihilates every hope, even in 

possibility, of any means by which it could be re instated – to have torn from within every remnant of 

its Monastic splendour, to have sucked its waters dry & to have shorn the land of the noble wood which 

surrounded it – are things as impossible to be forgotten or <to be> forgiven – as they are to be restored 

– – 

 At Darlington where the Mail Coach stopped to breakfast – the room was preoccupied by a most 

respectable man who was very polite to us whom I had a good & with whom I had a good deal of 

conversation – when the passengers had assembled in the Mail again I learnt that my late friend was 

Steward to – Sir Ralph Millbanke
279

 – this gave rise to a discourse upon a reported marriage & upon 

the merits of both parties in which they were loud & <without> unanimous – – ever since my 

 

1:3 

 

arrival in this City, I have incessantly breakfasted in one place, dined in another & passed the evening 

in a third – I have supported myself literally upon the interest which all ranks are possessed with, of 

making enquiries about your Lordship & really the people here are so confoundedly intelligent that if it 

                                                 
276: Joe Murray, head man at Newstead. 

277: CHP I, 7, 2. 

278: CHP I, 7, 3. 

279: Soon to be B.’s father-in-law. 
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had not been for this fortunate source of Literary wealth I could not have supported my place in society 

here – but I may assure your Lordship of the pride which I feel in perceiving your fame so deeply 

rooted in the estimation of such a people & so universally – as to Hogg – he is out of the question for 

you have intoxicated him – but you will not be dissatisfied to learn how much you are esteemed 

Dugald Stewart & his accomplished wife who dined with me at my mothers, on Sunday last & who 

were minute in their enquiries & vehement in their commendation – M
rs
 S had heard a great deal also 

of the accomplished & amiable character of —
280

 & rejoiced with maternal kindness at the prospect of 

so auspicious a union – There is a Lady Williamson here just now, who is my only rival, for she is a 

particular friend of Miss — & has delighted every one here with her character – Ballantyne – Walter 

Scotts particular friend gave me a full account of the delightful manner in which Scott speaks of you & 

in a very kind invi 

 

1:4 

 

tion
281

 to pass some days with Scott, of which I am about to avail myself, the cause of his desire to see 

me is let out in the concluding line of his letter in which he says “as I want to hear about Ellis Gifford – 

but especially about Lord Byron” – I am neither chagreened nor vain at my spurious importance, but I 

do assure your Lordship I am very Proud to see so completely realized all that my own mind & heart 

have felt for you – 

 To trouble your Lordship with business in which I know your kindness is not uninterested I am 

happy to say that I am actually printing Hoggs new poem
282

 wch he has parted with as we thought 

irreparably & that we are arranging for his collection & moreover that we are very good friends. – I am 

very sanguine in my expectation of carrying off with me a slice of M
r
 Scotts new Poem

283
 – of which I 

saw the Mss of the first part, wch is now beginning to be printed & that in every other respect I have 

solid reason to rejoice at my visit to this Land of Literature & to regret an absence wch has deprived 

me of Waverley & of other things – Waverley is universally given to Scott & Hogg can prove logically 

that the Bridal of Triermain is by the same by the same 

 

2:1 

 

by the same author. 

 If your Lordship meditate any excurtion upon a certain event, I most earnestly entreat you to think 

of this place, where, both you & yours, will be received with delight, and, I am certain, that you will, 

both, be charmed with this intellectual Swerga
284

 – as to the City itself, it surpasses every thing that can 

be imagined, & I stop whenever go out to breathe out my extacy at the pleasure its architecture & 

situation, – afford me at every Step. M
r
 & M

rs
 Stewart would give you an introduction to every thing, 

&, it is sufficient to tell you respecting the latter, that she is the confidential correspondent of M
r
 Ward. 

 I am grievously disappointed with Lord Thurlow in which, I do avow, there is not more than one 

tolerable thing, – but I can assure you that it is upheld here “by those concerned” as the most inimitable 

piece of wit. 

 I know your Lordships goodness will excuse the openness with which I write & I shall be most 

anx 

 

2:2 

 

ious in the hope of finding you in London upon my return on Tuesday (if not Monday) next, that I may 

tell you all that passes during my visit with M
r
 Scott, at whose house I shall sleep the day after 

tomorrow (Wednesday) 

 I sent 500 Lara here the day it was published & they have not had a copy for a month – it is in 

high estimation here – 

 Allow me to assure your Lordship that wherever I go</am> I carry with me the highest esteem for 

your Lordship & that I ever remain 

  My Lord 

 Your grateful & affectionate 

                                                 
280: “Miss Milbanke”. 

281: Mu. omits the third syllable at the page-turn. 

282: The Queen’s Wake. 

283: The Lord of the Isles. 

284: Mu. refers to the celestial location of the climax of Southey’s The Curse of Kehama. 
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   humble Servant 

    John Murray 

 
[2:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, October 31st 1814 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43494; Smiles I 257; LJM 121-2) 

 

My Lord 

 It is no small addition to my vexation at finding that I came to town only one day after your 

Lordship had left it, to be deprived of the means of addressing you. I do confess I guess where you 

are
285

 – but am I at liberty to <add> write to you where my imagination – & wishes have placed you? – 

You see my Lord I am under the necessity of committing the trespass before I can be certain that it is 

imprivileged land – 

 Walter Scott, my Lord, (you see I put my best foot foremost) commissioned me to be the bearer of 

his warmest greetings to you. His house was full the day I passed with him, & yet, both in corners and 

at the surrounded table he talked incessantly of you, & unwilling that I should part without bearing 

some mark of his love (a Poets love) for you 

 

1:2 

 

he gave me a superb Turkish Dagger to present to your Lordship as the only rembrance which at that 

moment, he could think of to offer you – He was greatly pleased with a Portrait which I recollected to 

carry with me during the whole dinner when all were admiring the peculiarity & taste in which Scott 

has fitted up a sort of Gothic Cottage he expressed his anxious wishes that your Lordship might honour 

him with a visit which I ventured to assure him <that> you would feel no less happy than certain in 

effecting when you should go to Scotland & I am sure he would hail your Lordship as “yet more than 

brother.” 

 The – the Quarterly Review – my Lord (have patience!) has ventured during my & your Lordships 

absence to put forth a voluminous criticism <m> upon certain poems entitled – The Corsair & Lara – 

which I wish to introduce to your Lordship – presuming that, upon the whole, you will not be 

displeased with the acquaintance 

 

1:3 

 

and now, I rise to the real <object> purpose of this Letter – Your Lordship has often performed, in my 

favour, <promisses which you did> what you did <promise> not promise – but there is one promise, 

which yet remains to be performed – I shall never feel satisfied until your Lordship is so very good as 

to send me an order upon Phillips – for the Portrait
286

 which I do entreat of you again even at the heavy 

risque of being thought troublesome – 

 I am advancing in the Fourth Volume of The Works – wch will consist of 

 

 Ode to Buonaparte 

 Poems at End of Child Harod 

  D
o
 – Corsair 

 Death of Sir P. Parker ? 

 Any thing unpublished ? 

 

 Allow me to hope that your Lordship will find a<n> vacant moment to write a few lines to 

 My Lord 

  your grateful & faithful 

   humble servant 

   John Murray 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, December 23rd 1814 (?): 

                                                 
285: B. is not at Seaham with Annabella, as Mu. guesses, but at Six Mile Bottom with Augusta. 

286: B. has promised Mu. the Phillips Cloak portrait (Peach fig.38). 
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(Source: Ms. not found; text from Smiles’ amanuensis; LJM 122-3) 

 

My Lord 

 I take the liberty of presenting to you the first and only Copy that can be ready for some weeks of 

Gibbons Miscellaneous works
287

 – containing all the New Matter & a copious Index – 

 With the most anxious hopes for your Lordships happiness I beg leave to renew the assurance of 

my unabated gratefulness & fidelity. 

 I would beg the favor of your Lordship to offer my respectful compliments to M
rs
. Leigh 

 Adieu 

 J.Murray 

 

Friday N
t
. 

Nov. 12. 

 

Byron to Murray, from Seaham, December 31st 1814: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 164; BLJ IV 248) 

Byron answers the previous item, still “manipulating his publicity image”. He’s about to get 

married, but his handwriting is large and relaxed as it often is when he’s not in London. 

 

Dec
r
. 31

st
. 1814. 

Dear Sir / 

 A thousand thanks for Gibbon – all the additions are very great improvements. – – 

At last I must be most peremptory with you – about the print from P.’s picture – it is pronounced on all 

hands the most stupid & disagreeable possible – so – do pray – have a new engraving & let me see it 

first – 

 

1:2 

 

there really must be no more from the same plate – I don’t much care myself – but every one I know 

torments me to death about it – and abuse it to a degree beyond repeating – – – – 

Now don’t answer {with excuses} but for my sake – have it destroyed – I never shall have peace till it 

is. – 

I write in the greatest haste 

ever y
rs
. 

Byron 

1:3 

 

P.S. – 

 I have written this most illegibly but it is to beg you to destroy the print – and have another “by 

particular desire” it must be d – d bad to be sure since every body says so but the Original – and he 

don’t know what to say – but do do it – that is burn the plate – and employ a new etcher from the other 

picture – this is stupid & sulky. – 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

1815: Byron marries Annabella on January 2nd. They honeymoon at Halnaby in Yorkshire: the 

marriage at once shows signs of strain. Assisted by Hobhouse, Byron tries to investigate Hanson, 

but Hanson won’t co-operate. At the end of March the married pair move in to 13, Piccadilly 

Terrace. Hebrew Melodies is published in April. Byron writes to Coleridge, meets Scott, and joins 

the Sub-Committee of the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. Meanwhile Hobhouse’s impassioned 

letters from Paris, where he observes Napoleon’s Hundred Days, go unanswered. Waterloo is 

won and lost. Byron’s behaviour at home becomes more and more erratic and boorish. 

Annabella becomes pregnant. Their daughter, Augusta Ada, is born on December 10th. At the 

end of the year Byron finishes Parisina and The Siege of Corinth. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, January 2nd 1815 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43495; LJM 123-4) 

Murray does not know the date of Byron’s wedding (it is today). 

                                                 
287: Containing Memoirs of the House of Brunswick, source for Parisina. 
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My Lord 

 It is done – the Plate
288

 has been obtained from the Printer & shall never be used again – I will 

immediately commence a new one which shall be submitted through various stages to the judgement of 

your Lordships Critical friends. 

 I trust your Lordship will do me the favour by a word to “advise” of a certain important Day – 

 Does your Lordship wish or not to incorporate the Melodies
289

 in your collected works – the pub- 

 

1:2 

 

-lication of which is delayed only for your Lordships <Veto> opinion on the subject – in case it be your 

desire perhaps your Lordship will inclose a note to M
r
. Kinnaird. 

 I beg leave to offer your Lordship every good wish. 

 I remain 

  My Lord 

   Your faithful Servant 

    John Murray 

 

Albemarle St. 

 Monday 

 

1:3 

 

I trust that your Lordship received the Edinburgh Review 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Halnaby, January 6th 1815 (i): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 165; BLJ IV 250) 

Byron answers the previous item. 

Halnaby January sixth 

1815. – 

Dear Sir 

 The marriage took place on the 2
d
. Inst. so pray make haste & congratulate away. – – – 

Thanks for the E. R. and the abolition of the print. – Let the next be from the other of Philips’ I mean 

(not the Albanian) but the original one in the exhibition
290

 – the last was from the copy – I should wish 

my sister & Lady B. to decide upon the next – as they found fault with the last – I have no opinions of 

my own upon the subject – – – – 

 

1:2 

 

M
r
 Kinnaird will I dare say have the goodness to furnish copies of the Melodies if you state my wish 

upon the subject – you may have them if you think them worth inserting. – The vols. in their collected 

state must be inscribed to M
r
. Hobhouse – but I have not yet mustered the expressions of my inscription 

– but will supply them in time. – – – – 

With many thanks for your good wishes which have all been realized I remain 

 very truly yours, 

  Byron 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from Halnaby, January 6th 1815 (ii): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 166; BLJ IV 250-1) 

[1815 / Darlington January Seventh / To J
no

 Murray Esq
re

 / 50 Albemarle Street / London / Byron] 

Byron encloses an extract from Gibbon’s Miscellaneous Works (III 473, “The only voice … the 

vanity of human life”) in Annabella’s hand. 
Halnaby. January 6

th
. 

                                                 
288: The same engraving by Agar of the Philips “Cloak” portrait. 

289: Hebrew Melodies. 

290: The Philips Cloak portrait. 
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1815 – 

Dear Sir / 

 I send you another note to the Conclusion of “the Corsair” it is from Gibbon – a quotation – 

and you will think it not mal apropos – I suppose it is not too late to add. – I answered yours yesterday 

and trust this will find you and all your family – literary and domestic in good plight & liking. 

y
rs
. ever truly 

[swirl / B] 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, January 11th 1815: 

(Source: this text from LJM 125) 

 

My Lord 

 I was not <out> wrong in suspecting that Mr Kinnaird would not allow us to have the Melodies – 

but Mr Hobhouse thinks it unreasonable that they should not be included in the edition of your 

Lordships works collected 

 We had agreed that they should not be printed separately – nor even announced as contained in the 

works – but those who had the works would find them there with a note stating that they had been set 

to music very beautifully by so & so
291

 – which we supposed might operate as an advantageous 

announcement of the Music – & they would just have filled up our rather meagre Vol 4 – 

 I am delighted with the extract, appropriate in every way, from Gibbon – and I send a Proof of it in 

print – The original paper on which it came I will consider, if your Lordship will allow me, as a far 

more valuable remembrance than either the Cake or the Gloves – which I was promised & which I will 

now cease to regret – the Hand-writing & by association the Hand which wrote – is more valuable even 

than the “Glove upon that hand”
292

 – and it was inclosed in yours as I trust it ever will be during your 

lives. 

 I beg leave to offer to Lady Byron the assurance of my faithful services – remaining forever My 

Lord 

 Most faithfully yours. 

 John Murray 

 

Jan
y
 11

th
. 1815 

 

Byron to Murray, from Stockton-on-Tees, February 2nd 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 177; BLJ IV 264) 

A single sheet. For the first time, Byron makes a decorated “Bn” signature with neat dashes 

around it in a pattern. 

Seaham – Stockton on Tees 

February 2
d
. 1815 

Dear Sir – 

 You will oblige me very much by making an occasional {enquiry} in Albany at my chambers 

– whether my books &
c
. are kept in tolerable order – and how far my old woman continues in health 

and industry as keeper of my late den. – – – – Your parcels have been duly received and perused – but I 

had hoped to receive “Guy Mannering” before this time. – I won’t intrude further for the present on 

your avocations professional or pleasurable but am as usual 

 very truly y
rs
. 

    BN 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, February 17th 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43495; Smiles I 350-1; LJM 127-8) 

Murray answers the previous item. 

London 

Feb
y
. 17 – 1815. 

 My Lord 

 I have paid frequent attention to your wish that I should ascertain if all things appeared to be safe in 

your Lordships Chambers & I am happy in being able to report that the whole establishment carries an 

                                                 
291: Mu. cannot bring himself to write “Isaac Nathan”. 

292: Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, II ii 24. 
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appearance of Security wch is confirmed by the unceasing vigilence of your Lordships faithful & frigid 

Duenna.
293

 

 Every day I have been in expectation of receiving a Copy of Guy Mannering of which the reports of 

a friend of mine who had read the two first Volumes 

 

The Lord Byron 

 

1:2 

 

is such as to create the most extravagant expectations of an extraordinary combination of wit humour & 

pathos
294

 – I am certain of one of the first Copies & this your Lordship may rely upon receiving with 

the utmost expedition. 

 I hear many interesting Letters read to me from the Continent & one in particular from M
r
 

Fazackerly describing his interview of four hours with Buonaparte was peculiarly good – he 

acknowledged at once to the poisoning of the Sick prisoners in Egypt
295

 – they had the Plague & would 

have communi 

 

1:3 

 

cated it to the rest of his army if he had carried them on with him & he had only to determine if he 

should leave them to a cruel death – by the Turks – or to an easy one – by poison – When asked his 

motive for becoming a Mahomedan he replied that there were great political reasons for this – and gave 

several – but, he added, the Turks would not admit me at first unless I submitted to two indispensable 

ceremonies – the first was, Circumcision – the other, a solemn oath to taste no more wine – <the> To 

the first, he assured them, he could by no means submit, as he had nothing to spare – &, for the other, 

he engaged to drink as seldom as possible – They agreed at length to re 

 

1:4 

 

mit the first & to commute the other by a solemn vow, for every offence to give expiation by the 

performance of some good Action – Oh Gentlemen says he for good Actions – you know you may 

command me – and his first good action was to put to instant death an hundred of their Priests whom 

he suspected of intrigues against him – not aware of his summary justice they sent a deputation to beg 

the lives of these people on the score of his engagement – he answered that nothing would have made 

him so happy as this opportunity of showing his zeal for their religion – but that they had arrived too 

late – their friends had been dead nearly an hour. 

 He asked Lord Ebrington, of which party he was, in Politics – The Oppo 

 

2:1 

 

sition – The Opposition? – then can your Lordship tell me why the Opposition are so unpopular in 

England? – With something like presence of mind on so delicate a question, Lord Ebrington instantly 

replied – Because, Sir, we always insisted upon it, that you would be successful in Spain – 

 Your Lordship will have heard that Lady Westmoreland has made a conquest of the Pope – and 

that, next in estimation, at Rome, is – Lady Davy – The King of Prussia has interfered & the marriage 

of the beautiful unfortunate Miss Rumbolds – even a la main gauche – is not to take place – Sir Sidney 

is compleatly done up – the Duchess of Oldenberg is positively to be married to the Prince of 

Wurtemberg. – <Your L> 

 Walter Scott sent your Lordship a Copy of the Lord of the Isles but as it arrived, at least a month 

after I had 

 

2:2 

 

forwarded a “Mail Coach” Copy to your Lordship – I took that Copy in exchange (there was no writing 

in it) & thus balanced my Account – <It> There are not two opinions about it being his worst poem. 

                                                 
293: Mrs Mule, B.’s elderly and imposing housekeeper. 

294: Three qualities notably lacking in the Turkish Tales. 

295: At Jaffa in 1799. 
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 I am delaying the publication of our edition in four Volumes only until your Lordship finds a 

leisure moment to strike off the dedication to your friend M
r
 Hobhouse who still thinks that it is not 

precisely the same thing to have <ones poems set to> music made to ones poems <as> and to <s> write 

poetry for Music – and I advise your Lordship most conscientiously to abide by the determination of 

Mr Hobhouses Good Sense.
296

 

 I have been, with all my family to view Lady Byrons Carriage which is equally tasteful & 

 

2:3 

 

<beautiful> & handsome 

 I hope if I can serve your Lordship in London (or its antipodes) you will not deny me the only 

consolation under your long absence, the pleasure of receiving your commands –  

 M
rs
 Wilmots Tragedy

297
 is to be brought forward at Drury Lane immediately after Easter 

 I have the honour to remain My Lord 

 Your faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

I sent your Lordship DIsraeli – a fine book of light reading,
298

 the Day before yesterday – To 

Hannaby
299

 

 

[2:4 blank.] 

 

On February 26th Napoleon “escapes” from Elba, and on the 28th lands at Cannes, and starts his 

march on Paris. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, March 8th 1815: 
(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 131) 

 

“My Lord, I fear, 

“Has forgot, Britain.
300

 

– he comes not – sends not –
301

 

 

Albemarle Street Mar. 8 – 1815 

My Lord 

 I have today sent by the Mail to Seaham, the first Copy of D
r
 Hollands Tour in Albania – & which 

I think will prove interesting to your Lordship whose name is quoted with appropriate honour – passim 

– The first part appears to me to be dull – but the Account of Ioannina is exceedingly interesting & to 

you – ament meminisse periti
302

 – it will be delightful. 

 I sent your Lordship “Guy Mannering” on Thursday – the Book is not yet seen in London – but 

“what a falling off is there”
303

 – there is but One good Scene in the whole – the retreat of the Gipsey & 

Meg Merillies curse – the whole Story before & after & its details are little – a very little – beyond a 

common Romance) – It is really cruel my Lord to reward my sleepless anxiety to send you the first 

literary Game of the season with no line of thanks or Criticism and I am absolutely forced to offer my 

respects daily to your New Carriage in Long Acre as the only regulator of my expectations of your 

speedy arrival in town – Indeed my Lord you who now feel how much our happiness depends upon the  

kindness of others should a little upon the pains arising from its sudden privation. 

 I remain My Lord 

 Thy poor Servant ever
304

 

 John Murray 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, April 1815 (?): 

                                                 
296: It looks as if neither H. nor Mu. approve of B.’s collaboration with Nathan over the Hebrew Melodies. 

297: Mrs Wilmot’s tragedy is Ina. It is not a success. 

298: Isaac D’Israeli, Quarrels of Authors (1814). 

299: The “l” in Halnaby is indeed silent. 

300: Shakespeare, Cymbeline, I vi 111-12. 

301: The Corsair, 1236. 

302: “the unlearned delight to remember”: one half of the motto to the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

303: Shakespeare, Hamlet, I v 47. 

304: Shakespeare, Hamlet, I ii 162 (should be “your poor servant”). 
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(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 287) 

[To / M
r
. Murray Esq

re
. / 50. Albemarle Street. –] 

A single sheet. 
 

Perhaps the enclosed from Paris
305

 may amaze M
r
. Hammond or some of your knowing ones – let me 

have it again this Evening – ever y
rs
. 

 [swirl] 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, April 4th 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ IV 287) 

[John Murray Esq
re

. / Albemarle S
t
.] 

A single sheet, addressed by Annabella. Byron is still “obsessing about his publicity image”. 

 

April 4
th

. 1815 

Dear Sir – 

 I wish to see you tomorrow if you can call conveniently any time <after> {between} 12 & 

two. – – – – 

Do not forget to bring or send the plate of the print – which I must have given up – & nothing will ever 

convince me it is given up till I have it here. – If tomorrow is inconvenient for you to call here any 

other morning will do. – 

ever y
rs
. very truly 

[swirl] 

[1:2 and 3 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 6th 1815 (?): 
(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 132-3) 

Murray invites Byron to meet Scott. 

 

My Lord 

 I have the pleasure of sending <the first> a proof of the first portion of the valuable poems
306

 

which you were so good as to confide to me yesterday – Sotheby read them from the Folio today to 

Gifford & they <me> both expressed a satisfaction too full of praise for one, so interested as myself, to 

venture to detail to you – “He is an extraordinary Man”! 

 The General Title & the foot Note (as Scott would call it) <&> are mere fill ups – until your 

Lordship place what is appropriate. 

 A propos of Scott – he called upon me today & will be with me tomorrow or – (and) – the day 

after about 3 – if your Lordships convenience permitted the favor of a call on either day – it would be 

adding to your kindness to allow me the pleasure of seeing you together – & perhaps your Lordship 

may Say if you propose so to honour me. 

 I venture to offer my respectful compliments to Lady Byron. Remaining 

 ever My Lord 

 your grateful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

10 

Thursday 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 9th 1815 (?): 
(Source: Ms. not found; text from Smiles’ amanuensis via LJM 134) 

 

My
307

 

 I write one line to say that the Vase
308

 has safely arrived – 

 Now I submit to you & from hence to higher Authority – three Items which occur to me 

                                                 
305: This could be one of H.’s letters from Paris, where he is observing the Hundred Days. 

306: Parisina and The Siege of Corinth. 

307: Mu. really does omit the word “Lord”. 

308: The Athenian vase B. proposes to give Scott. 
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 Having seen the person to whom it is to be presented – it will be a greater compliment to have seen 

a little more of him 

 II. That there are two vacant Tablets at the Bottom which if occupied by a few Words – a simple 

inscription if nothing poetical arise out of further acquaintance – will render it hereditary in his family 

 III. I will make a case for it in Four days during which time al the utsupra may be cogetated upon. 

 I hope your Lordship will pardon all this & if I have not a “yes” from you tomorrow which shall 

mean “Delay” I send it off immediately – x x x 

 After the extraordinary effect produced by Keanes personification of Richard – perhaps your 

Lordship may like to Verify by Hume & the Notes to Shakespeare, & as I believe you have not your 

Books around you, which are only the Stars of Life of which a Beautiful & Intelligent wife is the Sun – 

I send my Volumes for your evenings perusal – 

 J. M. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 9th 1815 (?): 

(Source: Ms. not found; text from Smiles’ amanuensis via LJM 137) 

 

My Lord 

 I have put a mark in the Volume of Poetry which contains the beautiful fragment of “Hardy 

Knute”
309

 – 

 I inclose proofs of all the Melodies – 

 Might one tablet of the Vase contain simply – 

– April 7. – 

– 1815 – 

 in commemoration of the day on which you first met & of the commencement of your personal 

friendship – on the other 

Lord Byron 

To 

Walter Scott Esq
r
. 

 I have me doubts if your Lordship may not think this unpardonably obtrusive? 

 J.M. 

 

Sunday 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, April 9th 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 193; BLJ IV 287) 

Byron answers the previous item. 

April 9
th

. 1815 – 

Dear Sir – 

 Thanks for y
e
. books – I <should> have one {great} objection to your proposition about 

inscribing the vase – <as for that> {which is that} it would appear ostentatious on my part – & of 

course I must send it as it is without any alteration. 

y
rs
. very truly 

[swirl] 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April / May 1815 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 138) 

 

My Lord 

 I shall take my chance at finding you at home tomorrow forenoon 

 J. Murray 

Saturday 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, May 21st 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 198; BLJ IV 292) 

May 21
st
. 1815 

Dear Sir / 

                                                 
309: Hardyknute by Sir John Bruce (1719). 
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 You must have thought it very odd not to say ungrateful – that I made no mention of the 

drawings &
c
.
310

 when I had the pleasure of seeing you this morning. – The fact is – {that} till this 

moment – I had not seen them – nor heard of their arrival – they were carried up into the library where 

I have not been till just now – & no 

 

1:2 

 

intimation given to me of their coming. – The present is so very magnificent – that – in short – I leave 

Lady B. to thank you for <th> it herself – and merely send this to apologize for a piece of apparent & 

unintentional neglect on my own part. 

 y
rs
 very truly 

  Byron 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, June 9th 1815 (?): 
(Source: Ms. not found; text by Smiles’ amanuensis; LJM 138-9) 

 

I would beg the favour of a Frank to professor Monk
311

 

 

My Lord 

 I regret that I am unable to attend you with the inclosed Letter from Professor Monk, but if your 

Lordship would permit me to convey your assent by this nights post, to the request made in the second 

page of the Letter, it would go far in effecting my cure & the more so if it would be accompanied by 

any opinion in favour of Helga
312

 – 

 With compliments I remain ever my Lord – sick or well 

 Your Lordships 

 Faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Albemarle S
t
. 

Friday 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, June (?) 1815: 

(Source: Ms. not found; text from LJ III 199; BLJ IV 294) 

 

Dear Sir – I am most truly concerned to find, from the paper this morning, that you was in serious 

danger the other day.
313

 I hope nothing more occurred than what was stated, and that you did not 

personally suffer. Those lonely fields are at all times dangerous. I trust you will be more cautious in 

future how you venture to traverse them. 

Believe me yours, etc. 

BYRON 

June 18th 1815: the Battle of Waterloo. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, August 16th 1815: 

(Source: Harry Ransom Center, Texas, photocopy from microfilm; BLJ IV 307) 

 

Dear Sir / 

 I return your book with many thanks. – – 

Do you happen to know or to have the means of knowing whether M
r
. Jeffrey was in town during any 

part of the late London winter – that is <for> since April to this present August? – perhaps M
r
. P. could 

inform you – I want to know for a particular reason. 

 y
rs
. truly, &

c
. 

  [swirl] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, August 26th 1815: 

                                                 
310: Stodhard’s illustrations to B.’s poems. 

311: James Henry Monk, Porson’s successor at Trinity. 

312: Helga, a poem by the Hon. William Herbert. 

313: Mu. had been mugged. He lost 3s 6d. 
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(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 215; BLJ IV 308) 

August 26
th

. 1815 – 

In reading <over> the 4
th

. vol of y
r
. last Edition of y

e
. poems published in my name – I perceive that 

piece 12 – page 55
314

 – is made nonsense of (that is greater nonsense than usual) by dividing it into 

stanzas 1 2 &
c
. &

c
. {in} which form it was not written – & not printed in the octavo Editions – – the 

poem in question is one 

 

1:2 

 

continued piece – & not divided into sections as you may very easily perceive by the pointing and as 

such I request that in future (when opportunity occurs) it may be printed 

 y
rs
. truly 

  [swirl] 

P.S. 

 The poem begins “Without a stone &
c
. I send it as it was & ought to be. – 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, September 13th 1815 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 140) 

 

My Lord 

 Walter Scott has this morning arrived and will call today between 3 & 4 for the chance of having 

the pleasure of seeing your Lordship before he sets out tomorrow for Scotland – I will shew your 

Lordship a beautiful miniature of Buonaparte – 

 your Lordships dutiful Servant 

 Jno. Murray 

 

M
r
 Scott talked of going to the Theatre this evening 

Thursday 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, September 25th 1815: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 321-2; BLJ IV 315) 

Sept
r
. 25

th
. 1815 –  

Dear Sir 

 Will you publish the Drury Lane Magpye?
315

 or what is more will you give fifty or even forty 

pounds for {the} Copyright of the said? – I have undertaken to ask you this question on behalf of the 

translator – and wish you would – <I> {we} can’t get so much for him by ten pounds from any body 

else – & I knowing 

 

1:2 

 

your magnificence – would be glad of an answer. – 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 and 1:4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from Chichester, September 26th 1815: 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 141) 

Murray answers the previous item. 
Chichester Sep. 26. 1815 

My Lord 

 I send a draft for the lowest sum mentioned for “the said” Magpie and I shall think myself very 

fortunate if I <do not> lose only Ten pounds more by its Publication, we are very late and there are at 

least two Magpies, (I cant say how many Maids) in the field before us already, but still, we will publish 

it for the honour of Old Drury, & I trust that your Lordship will do me the favour to draw up an 

ingenious advertisement, to be issued fourthwith, knowing that ours is the true Magpye and the real 

                                                 
314: Without a stone to mark the spot. 

315: The Thieving Magpie (La Pie Voleuse) was a French script brought back from Paris by H. in response to a 

request from K. It was a great success at several London theatres. 
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Maid and that all others are Jays and Peacocks – And moreover I hope to be registered as Bookseller & 

Publisher to the Theatre Royal Drury Lane – and expect to be favoured with a deep Tragedy during the 

winter – 

 If your Lordship will have the goodness to obtain the MSS I will printer order my printer M
r
 Dove 

– a more appropriate one could not be found – to take it from you with any directions & he will print it 

in three days. 

 I am glad to find that the drawings have been found & sent to your Lordship, I hope, in time – I 

conjecture that they are for Theatrical purposes – I have five folios of Costumes of Russia Austria 

China &c which your Lordship has only to apply to my people, it either your curiosity or need require 

them. 

 If your Lordship have occasion to communicate any more upon the subject of the Magpye do me 

the favour to address me at H. Pagets Esq
r
 Chichester. 

 I have the honour to remain 

 My Lord 

 your faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, September 27th 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 222-3; BLJ IV 315-16) 

Byron replies to the previous item. 

Sept
r
. 27

th
. 1815. – 

Dear Sir – 

 That’s right – & splendid & becoming a publisher of high degree – M
r
. Concanen (the 

translator) will be delighted – & pay his washerwoman – & in reward for your bountiful behaviour in 

this instance – I won’t ask you to publish any more for D. L. or any Lane whatever again. – – You will 

have no tragedy or anything else from me I assure you – and may think yourself lucky in having got rid 

of me for good without more damage – but I’ll tell you what we will do for you – <not> {act} So= 

 

1:2 

 

=theby’s Ivan – which will succeed
316

 – & then your present & next impression of the dramas of that 

dramatic gentleman will be expedited to your heart’s content – & if there is anything very good – you 

shall have the refusal – but you shan’t have any more requests – – – – 

Sotheby has got a <sin> thought – and almost the words from the 3
d
. C

anto
. of the Corsair – which you 

know was published six months before his Tragedy – it is from the storm in Conrad’s cell – I have 

written to M
r
. S to claim it – &, as <M

r
> Dennis roared out of the pit “by God that’s my thunder” 

 

1:3 

 

so do I & will I exclaim – “by God that’s my lightning”
317

 <which last cl> that electrical fluid being {in 

fact} the subject of the said passage. – – – – – 

You will have a print of Fanny Kelly in the Maid – to prefix – Which is honestly worth twice the 

money you have given for the M.S. – pray – what did you do with the note I gave you about Mungo 

Park? –  

 ever y
rs
. truly 

  Byron 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

  

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, autumn 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43495; Smiles I 352; LJM 143-4) 

Albemarle S
t
 

Faturday 

My Lord 

                                                 
316: Sotheby’s Ivan was rehearsed, but not staged. 

317: John Dennis (1657-1734) invented a new way of making the noise of thunder on stage. His play failed, but he 

came back to hear his invention used in a production of Macbeth, and shouted “That’s my thunder, by God! the 

villains will not play my play but they will steal my thunder!” Hence the expression “to steal my / your thunder”. 
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 The inclosed note will explain the contents of the accompanying volume – in Sheets wch if returned 

to me I will put into such dress as your Lordships taste shall direct – 

 I picked up the other day some of Napoleons own writing paper – all the remains of which has been 

burnt – as it has his portrait & Eagle – as your Lordship will perceive by holding a Sheet to the light – 

either of Sun or Candle – so I thought I would take a little for your Lordship – hoping that you will just 

write me a poem upon any 24 Quires of it in return – 

 I beg the favor of your  

 

1:2 

 

 Lordship to offer my thanks to Lady Byron for some Game which came opportunely to fatten Southey 

& Sotheby – Malcolm with sundry other Poeticals & Historicals who dined with me on Thursday. 

 I am really more grieved than I can venture to say that I so rarely have an opportunity of seeing 

your Lordship – but I trust that you are well – <& remain> With Compliments I remain 

 My Lord 

 Your faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

[1:3 and 1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, November 4th 1815 (i): 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 245; BLJ IV 331) 

[To M
r
. Murray Esq

re
. / 50 Albemarle Street.] 

Byron is working on the proofs to The Siege of Corinth. 

Nov. 4
th

. 1815 

D
r
. S

r
. 

 I will attend to the remarks when I have the proofs – of which there is no hurry. – I send you a 

vol. of the Turkish History – with the page (151) & paragraph marked – on which the story
318

 is 

founded – & which we must extract as a short advertisement – I suppose you mean it to be 

 

1:2 

 

the l
st
. part of the 4

th
 vol. of the fr. – – – 

I also want to make a 

short extract from Christabelle 

in a note about Coleridge 

which I shall insert. 

 Yrs. truly 

  [swirl] 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, November 4th 1815 (ii): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 246; BLJ IV 331) 

Byron encourages Murray to publish both Coleridge’s Christabel and Hunt’s Rimini. 

 

Nov
r
. 4

th
. –1815 

D
r
. S

r
. – 

 When you have been enabled to form an opinion on M
r
. Coleridge’s M.S. you will oblige me by 

returning it – as in fact I have no authority to let it out of my hands. – I think most highly of it – & feel 

anxious that you should be {y
e
.} publisher – but if you are not I do not despair of finding those who 

will. – – – – 

I have written to M
r
. L

h
. Hunt stating your willingness to 

 

1:2 

 

treat with him – which when I saw you – I understood you to be – – – terms & time I leave to his 

pleasure & your discernment – but this I will say – that I think it
319

 the safest thing you ever <aval> 

                                                 
318: Of The Siege of Corinth. 

319: Hunt’s The Story of Rimini. 
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engaged in – I speak to you – as a man of business – were I to talk as a reader or a Critic – I should say 

it was a very wonderful & beautiful performance – with 

 

1:3 

 

just enough of fault to make its beauties more remarked & remarkable. – And now to the last – my 

own
320

 – which I feel ashamed of after the others – publish or not as you like I don’t care one damn – if 

you don’t – no one else shall – & I never thought or dreamed of it except as one in the collection – if it 

is worth being in the 4
th

 vol. put it there {& nowhere else} – & if not put it in the fire. – 

 y
rs
. 

  BN 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, 4th November 1815 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43495; Smiles I 356-7; LJM 145) 

 

My Lord 

 I assure you my conscience has not been without its compunctions at not calling or writing although 

incessant business and interruptions have prevented both. 

 M
r
 Gifford has read with great delight the siege of Corinth in which <the> from the apparition, 

which is exquisitely conceived and supported to the end he says you have never written better equalled 

the battle in the Streets and the catastrophe all worthy of their author – He makes three critical remarks 

– we are rather too long in coming to the interesting Part – the Scene immediately before the 

Apparition is rather too frightful – and there are perhaps too many minutiæ after the catastrophe – all 

very  

 

1:2 

 

easy of reparation if your Lordship feel their force, which certainly I do – and then it as beautiful a little 

poem as ever was written.
321

 

 Your Lordship would have received a proof before this had I not been anxious to preserve the MSS 

– but a portion will be sent this night, and the rest on Monday. 

 Coleridge is will and fanciful
322

 & will make much talk and I will gladly make a bidding when I can 

have the remainder as well to judge of quantity as quality. 

 I am very anxious to receive M
r
 Hunts poem

323
 of which  

 

1:3 

 

 your Lordships opinion is perfectly satisfactory 

 I should have put up for your Lordship the Sheets of Sir Jno Malcolms Persia which will not be 

published until December – but I am anxious that you should have the first reading of it – and I will 

give you a better Copy hereafter – with its 20 Plates &c. 

 M
r
 Ward was with me yesterday, & inquired most warmly after yr Lordship – we are filling now – 

if you are out about 4 – will your Lordship look in & see us. 

 Pardon my haste. 

 J.M. 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, November 5th 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43495; LJM 146-7) 

 

My Lord 

 The Printer disappointed me in not sending a proof last night, & now, that it is come in the morning, 

I find that he has not taken it off in the way I <wish> had directed which was, one column on the right 

                                                 
320: The Siege of Corinth. B. paraphrases Shakespeare, As You Like It, V iv 56 (should be “mine own”). 

321: Given the poem’s uncompromising narrative, the phrase makes one wonder if Mu. has even read it. 

322: “will” for “wild”. B. has recommended that Mu. should publish Kubla Khan and Christabel. 

323: The Story of Rimini. 
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hand half of a page of foolscap writing paper – leaving the left for emendations – I expect to receive it 

this tomorrow, but I send you want is already done, rather than send nothing. 

  x 

 In this Days Observer – the last Column of the third Page your Lordship will find rather an 

interesting account of an unfortunate traveller. 

  x 

Gifford asks why you should 

 

1:2 

 

change the measure of the Poem he says does not see anything gained by it
324

 – He told me again 

yesterday that too much can not be said in Praise of all from Stanza 18 to the end – except that the <ef> 

grand effect of the explosion is rather weakened by too much detail afterwards – but we must close 

with the Eagle 

 Can your Lordship without inconvenience spare me admission for half a dozen to see Tamerlane
325

 

on Monday & oblige My Lord 

 your faithful Servant 

  John Murray 

 

Sunday 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, November 14th 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 249; BLJ IV 333) 

By now Byron’s marriage is in trouble, and he has the bailiffs in. Enclosed in this letter, each 

torn in four, are three cheques for £500 each, dated November 14th 1815. They are from Brooks, 

Son & Dixon, Chancery Lane, and are signed “John Murray” (with decorated underlining), and 

should perhaps go not here but in Byron’s letter of January 2nd 1816.
326

 

 

Novr. 14
th

. 1815. – 

Dear Sir / 

 I return you your bills – not accepted – but certainly not unhonoured. – Your present offer is 

a favour which I would accept from you if I accepted such from any man: – had such been my intention 

I can assure you I would have asked you fairly and as freely as you would give – & I cannot say more 

of my confidence or your conduct. – – – – – 

The circumstances which induce me to part with my books – though sufficiently – are not immediately 

pressing – I have made 

 

1:2 

 

up my mind to them – & there’s an end. – Had I been disposed to tresspass on your kindness in this 

way; – it would have been before now – but I am not sorry to have an opportunity of declining it – as it 

sets my opinion of you – & indeed of human Nature in a different light from that in which I have been 

accustomed to consider it. – – – – 

Believe me very truly 

                                                 
324: B. explains the “measure” of The Siege of Corinth on February 20th 1816. 

325: Tamerlane by Nicholas Rowe. 

326: Mu. to William Blackwood, January 5th 1816: Lord Byron is a curious man. He gave me, as I told you, the 

copyright of his two new poems, 326 to be printed only in his works. I did not receive the last until Tuesday night 

[2 January 1816]. I was so delighted with it that even as I read it I sent him a draught for a 1000 guineas. The two 

poems are together no more than twelve hundred and fifteen hundred lines, and will together sell for five and 

sixpence. But he returned the draught, saying it was very liberal – much more than they were worth; that I was 

perfectly welcome to both poems to print in his (collected) works without cost or expectation, but that he did not 

think them equal to what they ought to be, and that he would not admit of their separate publication. I went 

yesterday [Thursday 4 January 1816], and he was rallying me upon my folly in offering so much, that he dared to 

say I thought now I had a most lucky escape. “To prove how much I think so, my lord,” said I, “do me the favour 

to accept this pocket-book” – in which I had brought with me my draught changed into two bank-notes of £1000 

and £50; but he would not take it. But I am not in despair that he will not allow their separate publication, which I 

must continue to urge for mine own honour (Mrs Oliphant, Annals of a Publishing House, 1897, pp.48-9). 
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 y
r
. obliged & humble Ser

t
. 

  Byron 

 
To / Jno Murray Esqre. 

50 Albemarle Street. – – – 

 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

December 10th 1815: Augusta Ada born. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, December 25th 1815: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 250; BLJ IV 337) 

Decr. 25
th
 

Dear Sir / 

 I send <you what I intended> some lines – written some time ago – & intended as an opening 

to the “Siege of Corinth” – I had forgotten them – & am not sure that they had not better be <f> left out 

now – on that you & your Synod can determine y
rs
 &

c
 

  [swirl] 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, December 28th and 29th 1815: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43495; Smiles I 308-9; LJM 148-9) 

Albemarle St 

Thursday 

My Lord 

 I send you two donations from authors – a poem from Stephen Weston – and, a Dissertation <by> 

{From} Dugald Stewart which was sent to M
r
 Ward to be presented to your Lordship with suitable 

compliments from the author, whose good feelings towards you I have more than once announced. 

 I wish your Lordship to do me the favour to look at and to consider with your usual kindness the 

accompanying note to M
r
 Leigh Hunt respecting his poem

327
 for which he requests £450 which would 

presuppose a sale 

 

The Lord Byron 

 

1:2 

 

of, at least 10,000 Copies – now if I may trust my own experience in these matters, I am by no means 

certain that the sale would do more than repay the expenses of Paper & Print – but <it> {the Poem} is 

peculiar & may be more successful, in which event, the proposition which I have made to the author 

will secure him all the advantages of such a result. I trust that your Lordship will see in this an anxious 

desire to serve M
r
 Hunt although as a mere matter of business, I cannot avail myself of his offer. I 

would have preferred calling upon your Lordship today were I not confined by a temporary 

indisposition, but I think your Lordship will not be displeased by a determination founded upon the 

best judgment I can form of my own business
328

 – I am really uneasy as your feelings in this affair but I 

think I may  

 

1:3 

 

venture to assume that your Lordship knows <the principles> me sufficiently well to allow me to trust 

my decision entirely to your usual kindness. 

 I am writing a Farce merely to gain admission to the Green room, as the only means of having an 

opportunity of seeing your Lordship – though I shall certainly be d—d if I succeed in my object. 

 I remain My Lord 

 your dutiful Servant 

  John Murray 

 

                                                 
327: The Story of Rimini. 

328: Mu. published Rimini, under a profit-sharing arrangement which Hunt could only with difficulty be prevailed 

upon to honour, and Hunt finally sold the copyright to someone else. 
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Concluded on 

 Friday 

Tell me if M
rs
 Leigh & your Lordship admired Emma?

329
 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

1816: On January 15th, acting on a suggestion from Byron, Annabella leaves him, taking their 

child, and they never meet again. Byron writes two poems about the separation, Fare Thee Well! 

and A Sketch from Private Life. For the rest of his life his complaint is that he doesn’t know why 

she left him. After a separation agreement has been signed, Byron leaves England on April 25th. 

He never returns.  

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, January 2nd 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43495; Smiles I 353-4, dated December 1815; LJM 150-1) 

 
My Lord 

 I tore open the packet you sent me and have found in it a Pearl
330

 – it is very interesting – 

pathetic beautiful – do you know I would almost say Moral – I am really writing to you before the 

billows of the passions you have excited have subsided – I have been most agreeably disappointed 

(a word I cannot associate with the poem – at the Story which what you hinted to me and wrote – 

had alarmed me for & I should not have read it aloud to my wife – If my eye had not traced the 

delicate had that transcribed it
331

 – This  

 

1:2 

 

poem is all action & interest not a line but what is necessary – now I do think that you should – 

fragmentize the first hundred & <con> condense the last 30 of Corinth & then you have in words 

of the highest compliment “Two poems (as M
r
 H. said – as good as any you have written) 

 I admire the fabrication of the “big Tear”
332

 which is very fine – much larger, by the way, than 

Shakesperes 

 I do think you thought of Ney in casting off the bandage
333

 

 The Close is exquisite –  

 

1:3 

 

& you know that alls well that ends well – with which I stop – I will answer for M
r
 Gifford – and 

to conclude (a Bargain) say that they are mine for the inclosed <Six hundred and Sixty g> & add 

to the obligations of 

 My Lord 

 your faithful Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Albemarle St 

Tuesday Eveng Jan
y
 2

nd
. 181<5/>6 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, January 2nd 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 251; BLJ V 13) 

Byron answers the previous item on the same day. 

 
[Note by Murray: “my Letter had inclosed a Draft for a Thousand Guineas for the Copy right of the Siege of 

Corinth & Parisina”] 

                                                 
329: B. never seems to answer this question, and never refers to Jane Austen. Emma was the first novel published 

by Mu. that had a woman as author. 

330: Parisina. 

331: Annabella transcribed both poems, thereby conferring, Mu. implies, a grace upon their sex and violence. 

332: Parisina, 336-9. 

333: Parisina, 475: He claimed to die with eyes unbound. Mu. thinks B. was thinking of the recent execution of 

Marshal Ney, who had also refused to have his eyes bandaged, 
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 <Dec
r
.> 

January 2
d
. 1816 

Dear Sir 

 Your offer is liberal in the extreme – (you see I use the word to & of you – though I would not 

consent to your using it {of yourself} to M
r
. H) & much more than the two poems can possibly be 

worth – but I cannot accept it – nor will not. – You are most welcome to them as additions to the 

collected volumes with= 

 

1:2 

 

=out any demand – or expectation on my part whatever – but I cannot consent to their separate 

publication. – I do not like to risk my fame (whether merited or not) which I have been favoured with – 

upon compositions which I did not feel to be at all equal to my own notions of what they should be – 

(& as I flatter myself {some} have been here & there) – though they may do very well as things 

without pretension 

 

1:3 

 

to add to the publication with the lighter pieces. – 

I am very glad that the handwriting was a favourable omen of the morale of the piece – but you must 

not trust to that – for my copyist would write {out} anything I desired in all the ignorance of innocence 

– I hope however in this instance with no great peril to either. – – 

 y
rs
. very truly 

  Byron 

P.S. – 

 I have enclosed your draft torn for fear of accidents by the 

 

1:4 

 

way:
334

 – I wish you would not throw temptation in mine – it is not from a disdain of the universal idol 

– nor from a {present} superfluity of his treasures – I can assure you – that I <reject><his> {refuse to} 

worship {him} – but what is right is right – & must not yield to circumstances. – 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, January 4th 1816: 

(Source: Ms. not found; text from Smiles I 359-60; LJM 153) 

Albemarle Street, January 4th, 1816. 

 MY LORD, 

 I send the manuscript,
335

 of which Gifford says: “I read the manuscript, and with great pleasure. It is 

indeed very good, and the plan is ingenious. The poetry is in the best manner.” Nothing can be more 

ingeniously framed and more interestingly told than this story. I liked it ten times better on the third 

reading than on the first. I read it last night to D’Israeli and his family, and they were perfectly 

overcome by it. The gradual madness of Parisina, the preparation and death of Hugo, and the 

subsequent description of Azo, by which, after all the story is over, you recreate a new and most tender 

interest, are all most attractive and touching, and in your best manner. In these matters I always liken 

myself to Molière’s “old woman”;
336

 and when I am pleased I know our readers will be pleased. Where 

you can strengthen expressions or lines, I entreat you to do so, but otherwise nothing can be added or 

retrenched for its improvement, though it is a gem truly worth polishing. These two tales form an 

invaluable contrast, and display the variety of your power. For myself, I am really more interested by 

the effect of the story of ‘Parisina’ than by either, I think, of the former tales.
337

 I will call upon you 

from two to three. Depend upon it you beat them all; you have allowed plenty of time for any to take 

the field and equal your last ‘Lara,’ which I find, from the opinion of Rose and Ellis, is thought by 

poets to be your best poem. I really am convinced that there is not any volume, the production of one 

man, to be picked out that will be so interesting and universally popular as that which your six tales 

would make. Formed upon human passions, they can never pass away. 

       JOHN MURRAY. 

                                                 
334: These torn cheques are now (2010) folded in B.’s letter to Mu. of November 14th 1815. 

335: Of Parisina. 

336: Molière used to test his plays out first on his housekeeper, whose reactions he found typical of all audiences. 

337: “either” is strange, as there have been four, not two, previous tales. 
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Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, 10th January 1816 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43495; Smiles I 359; LJM 154-5) 

Albemarle Street 

Wednesday 

 My Lord 

 Though I have not written to you – you have occupied my thoughts – 

 Gifford declares to me that you never surpassed Parisina 

 I enclose Ward’s note after reading the Siege of Corinth – I lent him Parisina also & he called 

yesterday to express his wonder at your hesitation about their merits – he was particularly struck with 

the Son’s reply to Azo –
338

 

 I lent Parisina to M
r
 Hay (M

r
 Wilmots friend) who is ill last night & I inclose his note  

 

1:2 

 

 I send the Proof – if you are sure you can improve it – do – otherwise, touch it not 

 I will send a revise of Corinth – this night or tomorrow Gifford thinks if the Narrative were put into 

the mouth of one of the Turks (if it did not choke him), would give it additional interest. 

 I hope your Lordship is well? 

 J.M. 

 

[1:3 and 1:4 blank.] 

 

January 15th 1816: Annabella leaves Byron. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, January 21st 1816: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 256; BLJ V 17) 

“R” is Rogers. 

J
ry

. 21
st
. 1816 

Dear Sir – I have had the enclosed note from M
r
. R – who wishes me to pause – which – I will for a 

day or two – & see you tomorrow at about three. – 

If you have not written to Coleridge & Maturin: – it may be better not – till I see you – pray say 

whether you I have or not? – & 

 

1:2 

 

return me R’s note 

 ever y
rs
. &

c
. 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, late January (before the 22nd) 1816: 

(Source: Ms. not found; text from Smiles I 355-6; LJM 155-6) 

Byron (broke himself) wants the proceeds of The Siege of Corinth and Parisina to be given to 

William Godwin. Murray, whose cheque he tore up the previous year, is upset yet again. 

 

Albemarle Street, Monday, 4 o’clock. 
 MY LORD. 

 I did not like to detain you this morning, but I confess to you that I came away impressed with a 

belief that you had already reconsidered this matter, as it refers to me. Your Lordship will pardon me 

if I cannot avoid looking upon it as a species of cruelty, after what has passed, to take from me so 

large a sum – offered with no reference to the marketable value of the poems, but out of personal 

friendship and gratitude alone, – to cast it away on the wanton and ungenerous interference of those 

who cannot enter into your Lordship’s feelings for me, upon persons who have so little claim upon 

you, and whom those who so interested themselves might more decently and honestly enrich from 

their own funds, than by endeavouring to be liberal at the cost of another, and by forcibly resuming 

from me a sum which you had generously and nobly resigned. 

                                                 
338: Pushkin was also very impressed by this speech. 
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 I am sure you will do me the justice to believe that I would strain every nerve in your service, but 

it is actually heartbreaking to throw away my earnings on others. I am no rich man, abounding, like 

Mr. Rogers, in superfluous thousands, but working hard for independence, and what would be the 

most grateful pleasure to me if likely to be useful to you personally, becomes merely painful if it 

causes me to work for others for whom I can have no such feelings. 

 This is a most painful subject for me to address you upon, and I am ill able to express my feelings 

about it. I commit them entirely to your liberal construction with a reference to your knowledge of my 

character. 

   I have the honour to be, &c., 

    JOHN MURRAY. 

 
Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, January 22nd 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 257; BLJ V 17) 

Byron answers the previous item. He demands to have back the manuscripts of Corinth and 

Parisina. 

J
ry

 22
nd

. 1816. – 

Dear Sir 

 When the sum offered by you – & even pressed by you: – was declined – it was with reference 

to a separate publication – as you know – & I know. – – That it was large I admitted & admit – & that 

made part of my consideration in refusing it till I knew better what you were likely to make of it. – 

With regard to what has passed or is to pass about 

 

1:2 

 

M
r
. Godwin – the case is in no respect different from the transfer of former copyrights to M

r
. Dallas: – 

had I taken you at your word – that is – taken your money: – I might have used it as I pleased – & it 

could be in no respect different to you – whether I paid it to a whore or a hospital – or assisted a man of 

talent in distress. – – – 

The truth of the matter seems this – you offered more than the poems are worth – I said so – & I think 

 

1:3 

 

so: – but you know – or at least ought to know your own business best: – & when you recollect what 

passed between you & me upon pecuniary subjects – before this occurred: – you will acquit me of any 

wish to take advantage of your imprudence. – – – 

The things in question shall not be published at all – & there’s an end of the matter. – 

 y
rs
 &

c
. 

  [swirl] 

P.S – 

You will oblige me by returning the Manuscripts – by the bearer and immediately. – – 

 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, January 25th 1816: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ V 18) 

We do not know who “Mr. F” is. 

 

Jan
y
 25. 1816 

M
r
. F – & his Forum may be damned: – you are not going to be such a goose – as to let him have books 

for such a purpose: – the fellow sent me a letter of the same kind – to which I have not answered – nor 

shall: – do you the same. – I enclose you the vagabond’s epistle to me. – – – 

Take no notice of him. – 

 

[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13, Piccadilly Terrace, London, February 3rd 1816: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 260; BLJ V 22) 

Fy 3
d
 1816 – 

Dear Sir – 
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 I sent for “Marmion” (which I return) because it occurred to me that there might be a 

resemblance between part of “Parisina” – & a similar scene in Canto 2
d
. of “Marmion” – I fear there is 

– though I never thought of it before – & could hardly wish to imitate that which is inimitable. – 

I wish you would ask M
r
. Gifford whether I ought to say anything 

 

1:2 

 

upon it: – I had completed the story – {on the passage from Gibbon} – which in fact leads to a like 

scene naturally – without a thought of the kind – but it comes upon me not very comfortably. – – – 

There are a few words & phrases I want to alter in the M.S. & should like to do it – before you print – I 

will return it in an hour. 

 y
rs
. ever 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, February 3rd 1816 (?): 

(Source: text from B.L.Add.Mss. 31037 f.38; LJM 157) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

<Dea> My Lord 

 I shall have the pleasure of attending to your desire – I sent the MSS the first thing this morning to 

M
r
 G – and I rather anxiously await his Opinion of it – for I am very sanguine – <being> having been 

much interested – 

 You are a Strange Man – and to have your own way no one can be more stoically determined – I 

will send the proofs of the Siege tomorrow or next day & go on – 

 I write with the Room full – & hope you will excuse my haste & impudence 

 J.M. 

 

February 7th 1816: The Siege of Corinth and Parisina published together. 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, February 16th 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 262; BLJ V 28) 

F
y
. 16

th
. 1816. – 

Dear Sir – 

 I thank you for the account of M
r
 & Lady F W’s triumph

339
 – you see by it – the exceeding 

advantage of unimpeachable virtue & <unv> uniform correctness of conduct &
c
. &

c
. – – 

They tell me you called on me a day or two ago – if you have good news 

 

1:2 

 

to tell – it will not be unwelcome – if any bad you need not be afraid – I am pretty well seasoned to 

<fxxxx> {all} extremes. – Have you carried on “the Siege tolerably? – I suppose you begin to think 

with Lintot in “the Narrative of {J
no

.} Dennis’s Phrenzy” – expressed in Pope’s dialogue between the 

bookseller – physician – <&> Nurse & patient – – “I believe 

 

1:3 

 

“the fellow is really mad – & if he is – who the devil will buy the remarks? – I wish he had been ––– 

before I meddled with the remarks.” – – – 

Have you got <the> {your} picture from Phillips? – 

 yrs. &
c
. &

c
. 

  [swirl] 

[1:4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, February 20th 1816: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 263; BLJ V 28-9) 

                                                 
339: James Wedderburn Webster had gained a libel victory over a man who claimed his wife Frances to have been 

adulterous with Wellington (which she probably had). 
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Byron, in a rare analysis, explains the versification of The Siege of Corinth. The Murray letter he 

is answering is lost: Murray seems to have commiserated with him on his marital problems. 

 

you chose 

yrs &
c
 &

c
 

[swirl] 

F
y
. 20

th
. 1816 

Dear Sir – 

<Six lines crossed out> 

 

To return to our business – your epistles are vastly agreeable. – 

With regard to the observations on carelessness &
c
. – I think with all humility – that the gentle reader 

has considered a rather uncommon & designedly 

 

1:2 

 

irregular versification for haste & negligence – the measure is not that of any of the other poems – 

which (I believe) were allowed to be tolerably correct according to Byshe & the fingers – or ears – by 

which bards write & readers reckon – – great part of “the Siege” is in (I think) what the learned call 

Anapests (though I am not sure, being heinously forgetful of my <Grad> metres & my “Gradus”) and 

many of the lines intentionally longer or 

 

1:3 

 

shorter than it’s rhyming companion – & the rhyme also recurring at – greater or lesser intervals of 

caprice or convenience – I mean not to say that this is right – or good – but merely – that I could have 

been smoother had it appeared to me of advantage – & that I was not {otherwise} without being aware 

of the deviation – though I now feel sorry for it – as I would undoubtedly rather please than not: my 

wish 

 

1:4 

 

has been to try at something different from {my} former efforts – as I endeavoured to make them differ 

from each other – the versification of “the Corsair” is not that of “Lara” nor the “Giaour” that of “the 

Bride” – Childe H
d
 is again varied from these – – & I strove to vary the last – somewhat from all of the 

others. – Excuse all this damned nonsense – & egotism – the fact is that I am rather trying to think on 

the subject of this note – than really thinking on it: – I did not know you had called – you are always 

admitted & welcome when [main part of letter ends at top of 1:1] 

 

2:1 

 

P.S. – 

 You need not be in any apprehension or grief on my account: – were I to be beaten down by the 

world & it’s inheritors – I should have succumbed to many things – years ago – you must not mistake 

my not bullying for dejection: – nor imagine that because I feel I am to faint – – but enough – for the 

present. – – 

I am sorry for Sotheby’s row
340

 – what the devil is it about? I thought it all settled – & 

 

2:2 

 

if I can do anything about him or Ivan still – I am ready & willing. – I do not think it proper for me just 

now to be much <at the> behind the scenes – but I will see the Committee & Messrs upon it – if S. 

likes. – If you see M
r
. Sotheby – will you tell him that I wrote to M

r
. Coleridge on getting M

r
. S—’s 

note – & have I hope done what M
r
. S wished on that subject. – – – 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, March 29th 1816 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 158) 

Murray is making arrangements for Byron’s “Travels”. 

                                                 
340: Sotheby’s tragedy Ivan had been rejected by Drury Lane. 
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Albemarle St 

Friday 

My Lord 

 I have met with so many interruptions this forenoon that I must trust to your kindness to excuse my 

not attending your Lordship according to my appointment. 

 I inclose in two notes at 2 & 3 Months the Sum of 1000Gs for the Copyright of the Siege of 

Corinth & Parisina which is the utmost profit which can possibly be derived from its Sale.
341

 

 I have sent an account for Books merely that it may be ascertained to be correct & it is to be paid 

only when you return from your Travels & succeed to a new Estate. 

 As your Lordship spoke of giving me some assignment for the Ode & Melodies I have extended it 

to the whole works & the thing will then be safe – if your Lordship approve of this – I will thank you to 

allow some friend to see you sign it & you must <del> afterwards use the words I deliver this as my 

Act & Deed & your friend will sign it also 

 The other paper is a Power of Attorney to enable me to act for<ma> your Lordship in case of any 

spurious Edition of the Bards &c 

 I will attend your Lordship at any hour tomorrow. I have the honour to be My Lord 

 your obedient Servant 

 John Murray 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, March 1816 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43488; BLJ V 36) 

Byron is preparing to auction his library.
342

 

 

Books Missing – 

Petronius (Quarto old dutch E
n
) 

Tibullus Catullus Propertius – in vellum (old E
n
) 

L
d
. Carlisle’s poems 

Tyrnhill’s Aristotle’s poetics – (I would not lose this – it was my last prize book at Harrow) 

These & some others must be searched out – I am very uncomfortable in not finding them – 

B 

3 Swords &
c
. &

c
. 

There are others also for which I refer you to the Catalogue – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, March 1816 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43488; BLJ V 37) 

 

Dear Sir / – Missing besides the former list 

 Hayley’s Cowper (Russia) 

 Hobhouse’s Albania – 

 The Cosmopolite – 

———— 

These & the others must really be found – 

y
rs
 truly 

B 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, March 6th 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 270; BLJ V 42) 

Murray, hearing that Byron’s library has been valued at £450, has offered to buy them for £500; 

but the bailiffs have insisted that they be sold at auction (where they fetch £723 12s 6d, and 

would have fetched more had Byron autographed any of them). 

 

March 6
th

. 1816. 

Dear Sir – 

 I have received the enclosed – & beg you to send the writer immediately anything of mine – 

coming under the description of his request – except “the Curse of Minerva” – (which I disown as 

                                                 
341: B. does not tear up these cheques (they total £1050). They are paid into his Hoare’s account June 1st and July 

2nd, postdated from March 29th (the date of this letter). 

342: The auction was held at the house of the leading auctioneer R.H.Evans at 26, Pall Mall, and is said to have 

been on April 5th and 6th. It fetched a total of £723.12s.6d: £273.12s.6d more than the books had been valued at 

the previous year. 
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stolen & published in the miserable & villainous copy in the Mag.) it was not & is not meant for 

publication. – I sent 

 

1:2 

 

to you today – for this reason. – The books you purchased – are again seized – and as matters stand – 

had much better be sold at once by public auction. – 

I wish to see you tomorrow to return your bill for them – which – thank heaven – is neither due nor 

paid – that part as far as you are concerned – being settled – (which can be & shall 

 

1:3 

 

be when I see you tomorrow.) I have no further delicacy about the matter – this is about the tenth 

execution in as many months – so I am pretty well hardened – but it is fit I should pay the forfeit of my 

forefathers’ extravagances & my own – & whatever my faults may be – I suppose they will be pretty 

well expiated 

 

1:4 

 

in time – or eternity. 

 ever y
rs
. very truly 

  [swirl / B] 

P.S – 

 I need hardly say that I knew nothing till this day of the {new} seizure – (I ha<ve/>d [  ] them 

from former ones) and thought when you took them – that they were yours – – 

You shall have your bill again tomorrow. – – – 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, March 22nd 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 275; BLJ V 52-3) 

A single sheet. 

March 22
d
. 1816. – 

Dear Sir / 

 I was in hope that I should have seen yourself or Clerk this day for the final arrangement of 

the book=business – since being given to you the sum due on the levy – I conceived there could be no 

further delay nor difficulty – & it is highly expedient that whatever arrangements I may have to make 

should be now completed. – – – 

The few prints – & {silver cup} which I sent to you this morning were intended by me 

 

1:2 

 

to be additional articles in the proposed sale – with the screen – – and (if you had no objections) to be 

so accounted for though they cannot make much difference. – I wish – if possible – to have this off my 

mind – & the sooner the better – I am not aware of any further protest on the part of Ar
g
 & C

e343
 for the 

non=delivery of the books: – 

 y
rs
. very truly 

  [Byron / swirl] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, March 29th 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 276; BLJ V 57-8) 

March 29
th

. 

1816. – 

Dear Sir – 

 I did imagine – and perhaps you will find it so by a reference to accounts – that my book bill 

with you was paid up to a much later period than is specified by the account which begins in <J
y
.> 

{January 1813} – and some parts of my Banker’s book appear to refer to this – though I cannot take 

upon 

 

1:2 

                                                 
343: Armstrong and Crooke, book-valuers. 
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me to assert it till my receipts have been examined – but that a payment & clearance on the score of 

books was made in that year, {or early in 1814} I am very certain. – I perceive that the sum total is 346 

pounds – that is about a hundred and four less than the valuation of the whole – including about as 

many as I had purchased previously in the course of 

 

1:3 

 

<many> {some} years at other markets – and though I am not aware of many lost or mislaid – I am 

sure that the cost was a much greater sum <o/>in the <whole> {previous purchases} than the valuation 

of the {present} whole – & the bill due to you for a part put together. – – – 

Under these circumstances and the further consideration that the sale of the later publications has not 

answered expectation – I beg leave to decline any negotiation what 

 

1:4 

 

ever on the subject – & return you your bills – accordingly – and the papers concerning the<m> 

copyrights. – I must remain your debtor for the present on the book account – and will take my chance 

from Evans’s sale – returning you your note which is not due till the 12
th

. of April – – – – {& which I 

will reclaim tomorrow from my bankers. –} 

 I am y
r
. very obed

t
. &

c
. &

c
. 

   Byron 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, March 30th 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 277; BLJ V 58) 

March 30
th

. 1816 – 

Dear Sir / 

 Will you send me <a copy> {copies} (tomorrow) of the several agreements which have hitherto 

passed on the copyright score: – you shall have them again when you please. – 

 y
rs
. very truly 

  [swirl] 

[1:2 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, March 30th 1816 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 277; BLJ V 58) 

 

Dear Sir / I send you my last night’s dream
344

 – and request to have 50 copies (for private distribution) 

struck off – and a proof tomorrow if possible – I wish M
r
. Gifford to look at them – they are from life. 

y
rs
. &

c
. 

B 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 1st 1816 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43495; LJM 159) 

Murray answers the previous item. 

 

It is tremendously exquisite – the most astringent dose that was ever presented to female Character – 

 I inclose our friends remarks – 

 I made a Copy for the Printer & shall have proofs by 3 – 4 o Clock – – I therefore trust that you 

will return me the original wch I inclose – 

 I shall be with you before you have read this – 

  J. Murray 

 

Monday 

 2 o Clock 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 1st 1816 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 160) 

                                                 
344: A Sketch from Private Life. 
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My Lord 

 M
r
 Rogers – Frere & Stratford Canning have all seen & admired this – <y> they agree that you 

have produced nothing better – that Satire is your fort – & so is each class as you choose to adopt it. 

 M
r
 F. suggests that in the last line weltering does not accord – hang on high

345
 wch preceeds it – 

 I have sent a Proof to M
r
 G – 

 Pray leave out the Catalogue – for the Auctioneer wants it instantly – 

 Ever My Lord 

 your faithful Serv
t
 

 Jno Murray 

 

8 o Clock 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 2nd 1816 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 161) 

[The Lord Byron] 

 

 I expected it & am more pleased than surprised 

 M
r
 Frere has just read your corrected proof & thinks it excellent – He says you always remind him 

of Archilochus
346

 

 I expect a packet in the Morning 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, April 1816 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; BLJ V 59) 

[To / M
r
. Murray Esq

re
. / 50. Albmarle Street. – 

 

Dear Sir / I have waited to see you which I very much wish. – I must request you to postpone at any 

rate publishing anything new of mine – for a few weeks at least – I will give you the reasons when I see 

you – which I wish this evening if possible. 

 y
rs
. ever 

  B 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, April 2nd 1816 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 278; BLJ V 60) 

April 2
d
. 1816 

Dear Sir – I send back the catalogue – and the proof of the “Sketch” I doubt about “weltering” but the 

dictionary should decide – look at it – – we say “weltering in blood” – but do not they also use 

“weltering in the wind” “weltering on a gibbet” – there is no dictionary so look or ask. – In the mean 

time I have put “festering” which perhaps in any case is the best word of the two
347

 – Shakespeare has 

it often – & I do not think it too strong for the figure in this thing, 

y
rs
. &

c
. &

c
. 

B 

P.S. – Be quick. – –  

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, April 2nd 1816 (?): 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 278; BLJ V 60) 

April 2
d
 1816 – 

You will think me a great bore – but I have one alteration to make where there is an ambiguity – the 

{second of the} two last lines of {the} second paragraph must run thus 

 

 “Foe to all Vice – yet hardly Virtue’s friend 

 “For Virtue pardons those she would amend.
348

 

 

pray attend to this – and excuse all this trouble from y
rs
. very truly 

 [messy swirl / Byron] 

                                                 
345: A Sketch, 102. 

346: Bad-tempered Greek poet, seventh century B.C. 

347: Frere’s “hang on high” wins. 

348: A Sketch, 35-6. 
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[Reverse blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, April 2nd 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 279; BLJ V 60-1) 

Written on one side only. Byron decides only now to publish Fare Thee Well as well as A Sketch 

from Private Life. 

April 2
d
. 1816. 

Look to your printer – and don’t let him make the same blunders over again – I have corrected hastily – 

and if you can keep him correct – you may strike off the 50. – – 

Number the lines – – Recollect – it is “blight” & not light twice over.
349

 – – 

Let me see you when you can as I have something to say 

 y
rs
. very truly 

  [swirl] 

[inverted at top of side:] 

 

I am not sure whether I shall not print the “fare thee well” with these – as a relief to the shade – what 

think you? – 

 

[1:2, 3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, April 6th 1816: 

(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 279-80; BLJ V 62) 

Murray, having bought many of Byron’s books at the auction, has offered to give them back to 

him. 

April. 6
th

. 1816 – 

Dear Sir / 

 I beg to be understood about the books. – You took them at a fair valuation – – – & whatever 

little profit there may be on the sale is yours – & yours it must remain – for by God – I can have 

nothing to do with it – such a thing would be <but> a sort of swindling – more particularly with an 

account still owing to you. – So there’s an end of that 

 

1:2 

 

matter – – besides you bought many of the dearest bargains yourself. ——— —— 

Your bill for these is due on the 12
th

. – & the duplicate of it – <must> I shall put in the fire when I see 

you on Monday. – – – – – – – 

With regard to the account – perhaps you will let it stand over for the present – & I will not allow it to 

remain longer than I can help – as I have some hopes of being 

 

1:3 

 

able to put my affairs in a train for liquidation. 

 y
rs
. very truly 

  [signature swirl] 

[1:4  blank.] 

 

April 8th: Fare Thee Well! and A Sketch from Private Life privately published. 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 13th 1816 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 162) 

Albemarle St 

Saturday 11¾ Nt 

My Lord 

 Except during a walk to my banker I have not had a moment uninterrupted by incessant visits for 

the farewell
350

 – I had more than once my hat on to proceed to you & had twice began to write – until I 

sunk into my Dinner Chair at 7 – I can not however refrain from communion – 

                                                 
349: A Sketch, 86. 

350: B. is now adding Fare Thee Well! to A Sketch from Private Life. 
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 I inclose a proof – Rogers & Frere think the lines you gave me last night very good – making one 

or two remarks wch I will communicate tomorrow – the Subject certainly deserves your best Verses – 

the Bills I can turn into Cash next week – I will call between two & three – I hope you had a Good 

Supper last night for really the weather was inclement & & proved nearly the Death of an Actress a 

Painter & My Lord 

 Your faithful Publisher 

 John Murray 

 

Byron to Murray, from 13 Piccadilly Terrace London, April 15th 1816: 
(Source: text from NLS Ms.43488; LJ III 282; BLJ V 67-8) 

Byron’s last letter to Murray from an English address. 

April 15
th

. 1816 – 

Dear Sir / 

 I wished to have seen you to <xxxx> {scold} you – really you must not send anything of 

mine to Lady C. L. – I have often sufficiently warned you on this topic – you do not know what 

mischief you do by this. – – 

Of the copies of late things written by me – I wish 

 

1:2 

 

more particularly the last not to be circulated – at present – ( you know which I mean) – {those} to 

A)
351

 & there was a short epigram some time ago – of which I trust you have given no copies as it 

never was intended for publication at all. – – 

 ever y
rs
. 

  [swirl] 

[1:3 and 4 blank.] 

 

Murray to Byron, from 50, Albemarle Street, London, April 22nd 1816 (?): 

(Source: not yet found in NLS Ms.43495; LJM 163) 

Murray’s last letter to Byron in England.  

 

My Lord 

 I have just received the inclosed Letter from M
rs
 Maria Graham – to whom I had sent the Verses – 

it will shew you that you are thought of in the remotest corners, and furnishes me with an excuse for 

repeating that I shall not forget you – God bless your Lordship 

 Fare Thee well 

 J. Murray 

 

Monday 

4 o Clock 

 

April 25th 1816: Byron leaves England for good. 

                                                 
351: Either When all around grew drear and dark or Though the day of my destiny’s over. 


